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SERMON I. 



pHItlPfXANS IV. 4. 

fcEJOICE IN THE LORD ALWAY; AND 
AGAIN I SAY, REJOICE. 

AMONG the many expedients put in 
practice by the enemies of our Reli- 
gion/ to obftrudfc its progrefs, and to counterac- 
ts influence, it is no uncommon one, to fet 
before the eyes of mankind a moft frightful 
picture of Chriftlanity, and to reprefent it as a 
ftern, auftere, uncomfortable, gloomy religion, 
■adverfe to all the innocent enjoyments of life, 
and to all the natural defires and propenfities 
of the human mind. As a proof of this, we 
are referred to thofe inj undtions of mortifica- 
tion and felf-denial, of penitence, contrition 
and remorfe, of abftinence from pleafure and 
enmity to the world, which occur fomctimes 
in the facred writings ; and to thofe feafons, 
Vol. II. B which 
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which, in conformity to the fpirit of fuch in- 
junctions, have, by the authority of particular 
churches, been fet apart for the purpofes of 
retirement and abftinence, recollection and 
devotion. That precepts of this import are 
to be found in the Gofpel, and that they carry 
with them fome appearance of rigour, we do 
not deny. But it requires only a very fmall 
fhare of difcernment to perceive, and of can- 
dour lo acknowledge, that this is nothing 
more than appearance. It is very true, it is 
not to be diflembled ; the Gofpel does moil 
certainly require us to renounce fome things, 
which the man of the world may not be very 
willing to part with. But what are thefe 
things ? They are thofe lufts which war 
againft the foul : they are thofe felfifli defires, 
which contract, and narrow, and harden the 
heart : they are thofe hateful and . turbulent 
paffions, which fill the mind with difquiet, 
and the world with diforder : they are thofe 
predominant vices and follies, thofe danger- 
ous and deftruCtive amufemerits, which de- 
stroy all compofure of mind, all purity of 

fefttiment and dignity of tondudt, and plunge 

» 

us in expence, diffipatiort, and ruin. Thefe 

are the things we are required to mortify, 

" * • • a. 
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to deny, to^ubdue, to repent of, to renounce j 
and if thde are the hardfhips complained of, 

to thefe indeed we muft fubmit. But to 

» • • • 

accufe the Gofpel of feverity on this account, 
would be j uft as rational and as equitable as 
to charge the furgeon with cruelty for am- 
putating a gangrened limb, or the phyficiari 
with ill-nature for prescribing a ftrid: regi- 
men and a courfe of fearching medicines 
to a patient bloated J with difeafe. We have 
reafon on the contrary to bleft the fkilful hand, 
that, by any operations, however painful, by 
any remedies, however unpalatable, conde- 
fcends to preferve or to reftore the health of 
the foul. The truth is, the very cruelties of 
Chriftiariity (if they may be called fo) arc tended 
mercies. Far from infpiring gloom and me- 
lancholy, or rendering our exiftence uncom- 
fortable, they are, in fadt, the only folid foun- 
dation of true chearfulnefs* Of all men liv- 
ing, thdfe are the mod wretched and comfort- 
lefs, who are the (laves of their paiTions* 
Slavery of every kind, and this above all 
others, has a natural tendency to debafe and 
degrade the foul, and to render it abje&, 
mean; and fpiritlefs. And till (as the Gofpel 

B a requires) 
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requires) we have refblutely emaivcipated our- 
(elves from this wretched ftate of fpiritual 
fervitude, we.muft never hope for any lafting 
peace or tranquillity of mind. Chearfulnefs 
is the privilege of innocence and virtue. The 
vicious and impenitent have no pretenfions to 
it. They may, indeed, have tranfient gleams 
of gaiety and mirth : but thefe are far different 
from that calm, ferene, and conftapt funfhine, 
which religious chearfulnefs (heds over the 

r 

foul. The forrows of repentance may fome~ 
times caft a temporary (hade around it ; ,but it 
foon breaks out again with redoubled (plen- 
clour. " Heavinefs may endure for a night* 
" but joy cpmeth in the. morning." The 
ftruggle with our depraved appetites may* 
perhaps, for a time, be painful enough ; but if 
we quit ourfelves like men, it will foon be de-» 
cided in our favour ; and then all our difficul- 
ties are at an end. From that moment, " the 
" ways of Religion "are ways of pleafantnefs* 
" and all her paths are peace." Chriftianity 
excludes us from no rational, no harmlefs en- 
joyment. It does not fpread before us a deli- 
cious banquet, and then cbme with a " touch 
" not, tafte not, handle not/' All it requires 
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is, that our Feftivity degenerate not into intem- 
perance; our amufements into difiipation ; our 
freedom into licentioufnefs. Though it bids us 
" not to love the world" extravagantly, nor 
u to conform, to it" criminally, yet it no where 
enjoins us to flee from it ; hut rather, after the 
example of our blefled Lord, to live in it, and 
to overcome it. A fullen, folitary, indolent re- 
tirement, is far from being, conformable to the 
true fpirit and temper of our religion, which 
is adtive, lively, and animated throughout. 
Confider its precepts, confider the example 
of thofe who taught it, and you will find 
that the predominant quality in both is an 

UNIFORM, UNREMITTED, CHEARFULNESS. 

John ' the Baptift, it is true, . the precurfor 
and herald of the Gofpel, afiiimed the ap- 
pearance of auftepty and rigour. He came, 
" neither eating nor drinking. He lived in 
u the ^wildernefs, had his raiment of ca*- 
" mels hair, and a leathern girdle about his 
" loins, and his meat was locufts and wild 
" honey." A very proper demeanor this for 
him, whofe province it was to prepare the 
minds of men for the Gofpel by repentance 
and felf-denial, to till and drefs the foil, to kill 

B 3 in 
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in it jevery rank and noxious weed, to render 
it clean and pure, and moift with the tears of 
contrition, fit for the reception of that good 
feed which his illuftrious follower wa$ in £ 
fliort time coming to fow in it. When Hfc 
appeared, the fcene;was changed. The Sa- 
viour of the world came (as he himfelf is 
pleafed to exprefs it) " eating &nd drinking.** 
He came with alL the marks of good-humour 
and good- will to. men.. He went to marriage 
ieafts. The very firft miracle he worked was, 
to promote their chearfulnefs ; and he mingled 
an thofe happy meetings with fo much eafe 
and freedom, with fo little affectation of mo* 
rofenefs or referve, that his enemies gave him 
the name (a name which he treated with the 
•moll fovereign contempt) " of a gluttonous 
/ ' man, and a : wine-bibber * $ a friend of puh- 
' " ilicansand finners." * Every mark of refpedt 
-and attention that was fhown him, he accepted 
with the moft engaging and graceful conde 1 - 
fcenfion ; nor did he even difdain the rich per- 
fume,, which, the liberal hand of Mary poured 
upon him, notwithftanding the ill~ timed mur- 
jnurs of his mow feftidious followers. Al- 



> * 



* Mattfe. xi. 19. ■ - * 

though 
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though he himfelf, by his own example, 
plainly countenanced the pra&ice of fafting at 
proper times, and under proper reftri&ions, yet 
he would not fuffer his difciples to faft while 
he was with them. The time would come, he 
told them, when they would have abundant 
occafion to faft. But when the bridegroom 
was with them, they ought to know nothing 
but joy j and that joy fhould not be interrupted 
by unfeafonable feverities and anticipated for- 
rows. He reproved the hypocritical Pharifees 
for the oftentatious fadnefs of their counte- 
nances on fuch occafions; and enjoined his 
own followers, whenever they did pradtife an 
extraordinary abftemioufnefs, to preferve even 
in the midft of their humiliations, their wonted 
neatnefs of attire and chearfulnefs of appear- 
ance. " The hypocrites," fays he, " disfigure 
" their faces, that they may appear unto men 
" to faft : but thou, when thou fafteft, anoint 
thine head and wafh thy face $ that thou 
appear not unto men to faft, but unto thy 
u Father which is in fecret : and thy Father, 
" which feeth in fecret, fhall reward thee 
" openly *.." His difcourfes were of a piece 

* Matth. vi. 17. 

B 4 with 
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with his deportment: they were foothing 
comfortable, refrefhing. The form of words, 
which he made ufe of generally when he 
cured difeafes, was, " Son, be of good chear, 
" thy fins be forgiven thee." He was con- 
ftantly endeavouring to fupport the drooping 
fpirits of his difciples by the moft encouraging 
expreffions j and when he found himfelf at 
length obliged to explain to them the hard- 
ships they were to undergo for his fake, the 
conclufion was, " In the world ye fhall have 
u tribulation : but be of good chear ; I have 
" overcome the world *." 

The fame fpirit diffufed itfelf to the apof- 
tles, evangelifts, and difciples, who maintained, 
throughout the whole courfe of their miniftry, 
a certain vigour and vivacity of mind, which 
no calamity could deprefs. Their writings 
are full of exhortations " to rejoice evermore ; 
to fhow mercy with chearfulnefs ; to count 
it all joy, even when we fall into tempta- 
" tiom" The language of the text, the Ian- 
guage of the whole Gofpel, is, " Rejoice in 
€ * the Lord alway : and again I fay, Rejoice. " 
Hence it is plain, that a conftant chearfulnefs 

• John wu 33. 

is 
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is the diftinguifhing chara&er of the Chriftian 
religion ; that it animated both the precepts 
and the condudt of thofe who taught it, and 
was confidered by them as a neceflary conco- 
mitant in the performance of every part of 
our duty. 

But the Gofpel does not ftop here. It not 
only commands us to be chearful ; this it might 
very eafily do ; but what is of ftill more im- 
portance, it aflifts us in becoming fo ; it af- 
fords the beft and moft effeftual helps toward 
obtaining that happy and fatisfied temper, that 
conftant ferenity and compofure of mind, with- 
out which all the wealth and grandeur of the 
world are infipid and worthlcfs things. 

I. The firft affiftance of this kind it gives us 
is, that conftant and enlivening employment 
which it finds for our thoughts. The human 
mind, we all know, is reftlefs and a<ftive ; and 
if not otherwife engaged, will turn its adtivity 
inward, will prey upon and devour itfelf, and 
become the deftroyer of its own happinefs. A 
very large proportion of the evils which prefs 
the heavieft upon us, are purely imaginary, are 
the creation of our own hands, and arife from 
no other caufe than the having nothing elfe to, 

do, 
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do, but to lit down and make ourfelves as mi- 
ierable as we poffibly can. One great means, 
therefore, of promoting chearfulnefs is, to 
Jkeep our thoughts conftantly and ufefully em* 
ployed. The purfuit of any important and 
worthy object is in itfelf enlivening. Every 
advance we make in it, is a new accefiion of 
pleafure : we feel ourfelves animated with a 
growing delight * and go on with encreafing 
ardour and alacrity to the attainment of the 
end we have in view. A fucceflion of worldly 
pita fares and occupations may, for a time, en- 
gage our attention; but that delufion is foon 

» 

over, and they leave a void behind which no- 
thing qan fill Up, but thole great and noble 
ptrtpofes of a&ion which theGofpel prefents to 
oar minds : the conqueft of our paffions ; the 
imprpvement of our nature ; the exaltation of 
our affe&ions ; the diffufion of happinefs to 
every human being within our reach ; the at- 
tainment of God's favour and protection here* 
and of everlafting glory and happinefs here- 
after* • Thefe are objc&s worthy of a rational 
and immortal being; thefe will find ample em* 
ploymqnt for all the faculties and powers of 
his mind ; and the higher his rank and abilities 

9 are * 
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are, the more will his duties multiply upon 
him, and the fphere of his activity enlarge it- 
felf. Whoever, in (hort, engages in earned 
in the Chriftian warfare, whoever prefles on 
with zeal and ardour towards the mark, for 
the prize of the high calling of God in Chrift 
Jefus, and " forgetting thofe things that are 
4i behind, reaches forth to thofe that are be- 
" fore," will never find either his attention or 
his fpirits droop. He will be continually ani«- 
mated with new profpe&s, elated with new 
acquifitions, rewarded with new triumphs, and 
will know nothing of that languor and flatnefs, 
that gloom and melancholy, which are fo apt 
to feize upon unoccupied minds. 

II. Whoever fuffers himfelf to be brought 
under the dominion of any malignant paflion, 
•envy, malice, hatred, jealoufy, or revenge, 
muft, from that moment, bid adieu to peace 
and chearfulnefs. Thefe odious tyrants are 
all moft fatal enemies to our repofe. They 
throw the mind into a perpetual ferment and 
agitation ; they harrafs it with a fucceflion of 
malevolent fentiments and vindictive defigns ; 
they keep it in a conftant fever of refentment, 
and allow it no reft. The man pofleffed by 

thefc 
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thefe wicked fpirits " fleeps not, except he,has 
" done m2chief : his fleep is taken away, 
•* unlefs he caufe fome to fall *." Every. one 
muft fee, that a ftate of mind like this muft 
exclude all enjoyment of life ; muft produce a 
felfeii gloominefs of difpofition, which no ray 
of chearfulnefs can penetrate or enliven. 

When, therefore, Chriftianity exhorts us to 
pat away €€ all bitternefs, wrath, anger, cla- 
mour, evil-fpeaking, and malice, ,, it prefcribes 
one moil effectual remedy againft difquietude 
and dejedtion of mind. And when it further 
recommends, in the room of thefe paflions, 
to fiibftitute fentiments of mercy, kindnefs, 
meeknefs, gentlenefs, compaflion, brotherly 
afie&ion, charity ; when it commands us to 
feed the hungry, cloath the naked, vifit the 
fick, and pour oil into the wound* of the af- 
flicted and diftreffed, it points out to us the 
moil effectual means, not only to make others 
happy, but ourfelves alfo. 

In fa&, true Chriftian charity, in all its ex- 
tent, is a never-failing fund of pleafure to the 
foul. The joy refulting from the diffufion of 
bleffings to all around us, is the pureft and 

* Prov, iv. 1 6. 

fublimeft 
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iublimeft that can enter the human mind, and 
can be conceived only by thofe who have ex- 
perienced it. Next to the confolations of di- 
vine grace, it is the moft fovereign balm to the 
miferies of life, both in him who is the obje£fc 
of it, and in him who exercifes it ; and it will 
not only foothe and tranquillize a troubled 
fpirit, but infpire a conftant flow of good hu- 
mour, content, and gaiety of heart. 

III. Another fource of chearfulnefs to be 
found in the Gofpel is, that moft comfortable 
doftrine of a particular Providence, which is 
there fet forth in the cleared and moft une- 
quivocal terms. It is impoflible for any .think- 
ing man, who fuppofes that the world, and all 
its affairs, are under no other direction than 
that of chance arid fortune; to enjoy any true 
and permanent tranquillity of mind. There 
is fuch a variety of miferies to which humam 
nature is continually expofed, and which no 
human prudence can either forefee or avert, 
that, without a firm confidence in fome pow- 
erful fuperintendent, who is both able and 
willing to protect us, we muft live under per- 
petual apprehenfions for ourfelves and thofe 
who are moft dear to us. From this moft 

painful 
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painful folicitude (which was, in fadt, a fource 
©f endlefs uneafinefs to the Pagan world) the 
Gofpel effe&ually relieves us. It informs us, 
that we are under the conftant guardianship of 
an Almighty Friend and Prote&or, who lees 
the very minuted events, and governs the moft 
cafual ; who, in the immenfe range of creation, 
does not overlook the leaft or meaneft of his 
creatures ; who commands lis c * to take ' no 
* c thought for the morrow," but to caft all our 
Care upon him, for this moft fubftantial andfa^ 
tisfadtory reafon, u becaufe he careth for us ;** 
who has declared, that, €t if we feek-firft his 
** kingdom and his righteoufnefs, all thofe 
<* things (that are really necefTary) (hall be 
u added to us ;" and that, in the great variety 
and fcemingly difcordant mixture of human 
fevents, " he will make every thing work toge- 
€€ ther (ultimately) for good to thetti that love 
€€ him *." Here, now, is a firm and adequate 
foundation for enjoyment of the prefent mo- 
ment, and indifference about the next. Under 
the perfuafion that no difafter can reach^ us 
without his permiffion, who watches over us 
with an eye that never (lumbers, and a tender- 

# Matth. vi. 34 ; i Pet. v. 7 ; Rom. viii. 28. 

nefs 
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nefs which nothing but guilt can withdraw 
from us, We can face thofe unknown terrors 
from which Pagan Philofophy turned away 
difmayed; can look forward, unmoved, into 
futurity, and contemplate all the poffible con-' 
tingencies that may befal us with intrepidity 
and unconcern-; with the chearfulnefs of a- 
mind at perfeft eafe, repofing itfelf in full 
confidence and ferenity on the great Difpofer 
of all human events. 

IV, x That future ftate of exiftence, of which 
Chriftianity firft gave us a clear and diftinfl: 
view, affords a profpeft to us that cannot well 
fail to chear and enliven our hearts, and even/ 
bear us up under the heavieft preffures of af- 
fliction. Without this fupport, there are, it 
muft be owned, calamities fufficient to break 
the higheft. fpirits, and to fubdue the firmeft 
minds. When the good and virtuous man is 
unjuftly accufed and inhumanly traduced; 
when enemies opprefs and friends defert him % 
when poverty and diftrefs come upon him 
like an armed man,; when his favourite child, 
or his beloved companion, is fnatched from 
him by death ; when he is racked with in- 
ceffaiH pain, or pining away with incurable 
diieafe; when he knows, moreover, that he" 

can 
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can have no reft but in the grave, and fup- 
pofcs that this reft is the abfolute extinction 
of his being ; no wonder that he finks into 
melancholy and defpair. But let the divine 
light of immortality break in upon him, and 
the gloom that furrounds him clears up* Let 
this day- Aar arife before him, and it will filed 
a brightnefs over the whole fcene of his ex- 
istence, which will make every thing look 
gay and chearful around him. He is no 
longer the fame being he was before. A new 
fct of ideas and fentiments, of hopes and ex- 
pectations, fpring up in his mind, and re- 
prefcnt every thing in a point of view totally 
different from that in which they before ap- 
peared to him. What he had been accuf- 
tomed to confider as infupportable misfor- 
tunes, he now fees to be moil falutary chaf-* 
tifements. This world is no longer his home. 
It is a fcene of difcipline, a fchool of virtue, 
a place of education, intended to fit him 
for appearing well in a far more illuftrious 
ftation. Under this conviction he goes 
on with alacrity and fteadinefs in the paths 
of duty, ' neither difcouraged by difficulties, 
nor depreffed by misfortunes. He is a ci- 
tizen of ft heavenly country, towards which 

fa* 
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he is travelling 1 liis atcbmmodatidns 6n tfie 
toad are fbmlbtimes; it hiuftbe owned, wretched 
enough ; but thejr are only temptirary Incon- 
veniences ; they are trivial difquietiides, which 
are below his notice; for at horke he knowi 
tvery thing will Be to his riiirid. The blef- 
fings Whifch there £wiit hiih, and on ^rhibH 
llis heart is fixfed, ihfplrd hini witK ah afdour 
dnd alacrity that fcairy him thrbugfi every ob- 
ftacle. Even Under the moil calamitous ci^ 
cumftanccs, he fujSpbrts himfelf with this re-» 
flexion; mbre pregnant with gbbel feiiffe and 
folid comfort; than all the Vaft volum& ot 
.ancient Philbfophy of nlbdern Infidelity; that 
h thefe light afflidtibns; Which are but ffer i 
u moment, fhall Work fbr him (if lie bears! 
them with Chriftiaii patieiifcc) " a fat mora 
" exceeding and eternal weight bf glor^*." 

V. Thert retnahis ftill another ground of joy 
peculiar to the Gofpel j and that is, the cdnfola- 
tion arid affiftanCe of the Rolf Ghoffc It is a 
tircumftance of wbndefful beauty and utility ill 
the Chriftian difpenfation; thatt orie of thoftf 
three divine perfons, whd each bore their (hard 
ih the great work of our fedfemption,coridefeendi 

# 2 Cor. iv. iji 

VbEilti € U 
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ta contribute alio to our prefent. tranquillity | 
to abide with us here, conftantly upon earth} 
to affume the endearing, pa toe, and .perform 
the truly benevolent office, of a Comforter , 
Under this character and title, the -Hply Spirit 
was prpmifed to: the. apoftlesrby our Saviour, in, 
his lad affeding addrefs to than, in order to 
alleviate their grief for his approaching depar- 
ture. -TJb ia . promifft ,\ya3 paofl punctually, and 
amply fulfilled on the. day of Pente©oft> and 

from that time we fee the.inilqenc^.of this 

»_ .... . — »...*'. * 

heavenly Paraclete moft;.ea\inently delayed in 
that aftonilhingand almoft inftantanequ? ttim 
which it gave to the fentimenU, tjbe language, 
and the conduct of the apoftfca^ .Frpm^ping 
timorous, deje#ed, and perplexed, ^od£ed at 
the ignominious end of their Lwd, afraid to 
appear in public, dubious, hefitating, -and inde* 
Cifive ; on a fudden they become courageous, 
iindaunted, chearful. They openly avow, and 
boldly preach, that once cflfenfivc dodlrine of 
a crucified Saviour. They profefs themfelves 
his difcipUs; they call upon all men to be- 
lieve in him ; and fet before them, with all the 
powers of the moft mafculine eloquence, the 
evidences and the do&rine* of the Chriflian 

faith. 
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fakh. No complaints fronr that* time ; no de- 
jedHon of fpirits ; no difcontent; TWighthey 
were perfecuted^iaed/tOTmfeiited, yet it was 
all joy, and triumph, and exultation of heart. 
We are troubled/' iays St. Paul, " on every 
fide, yfet hot diftretfed ; we are perplexed, 
but not in defpair ; as dying, and behold 
we live ; as chaftenedi, but not killed ; as 
" forrowful; yet alway rejoicing ; as poor, yet 
« making rtiatty rich ; as having nothing, and 
11 yet ; pdfieffing all things; and though our 
outward man perifh, yet our inward man is 
renewed day by day>fv Even St. Pete* 
himfelf* heJ who had the : weaknefs to deny his 
bleffed Mafter ift the extremity of his diftrels; 
even he, aftetf «he defcerit of the Holy Ghoft, 
Was t!he veryfirft to rife up in his defence; 
tod in «a ldiig and fpirited fpeech to vindicate 
his pretenfrons, and aflert' the truth of his dot- 
t lines. The fame alacrity and joyfulnefs fpread 
hfelf to all the converts. 1 " Fof they that 
H believed were together, and had alt things 
common, and fold their poffeflkms and goods/ 
and parted them to all men, as every ,maa 
had need; and continuing daily with one? 

* % Cor. iv. x6. 
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" accord in the temple, did eat their meat 
" with gladnefs and finglenefs of heart, praif- 
" ing God, and having favour with all the 
"people*/* 

Such were the chearful fcenes which the 
firft dawn of the Gofpel, and the firft appear- 
ance of the Comforter, prefent to us : and al- 
though thefe were, indeed, preternatural ef- 
fects, arifing from fuch extraordinary efFufions 
of the Spirit, as were peculiar to thofe times, 
and not to be expe&ed in our own > yet, . in 
&me degree, his facred influence will ftill re- 
main ; and to every one that is worthy of hi* 
confblations, he will ftill be a - Comforter; 
We are aflured by the beft authority, u tha$ 
" he will abide with us for ever j that he will 
" dwell with us : that he will be with ufr 
{' always to the end of the world ; that the 
I* fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace ; that 
* the" kingdom of God is righteoufhefs, peace* 
« and joy in the Holy Ghoft f ." If, there- 
fore, We conftantly and devoutly pray for bi» 

divine afliftance > if we do not grieve him by . 

- » » 

* A<$siL 46*47. 

f Joimxnr. 16; RoxnL via. 9; MattkxxVUI. 20; GaL *. 
22; Ronuxir, 17. 

;.r.-.. any 
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any finful thoughts and actions ; if we endea- 
vour, by the moft unblemifhed purity of mind 
and fandtity of life, to render ourfelves fit 
temples for him to inhabit ; we may depend 
upon it that he -will be our guide and compa- 
nion, our comfort and fupport ; will, in temp- 
tation, give us fortitude, in affliction patience, 
in profperity thankfulnefs, in poverty con- 
tent ; will, in every condition' and circum- 
ftance of life, impart to us that peace of 
God, that heartfelt joy and fatisfa&ion, which 
palTes all understanding and all defcription. 

Before I conclude, I muft beg your atten- 
tion to one fliort, but, as I conceive, impor- 
tant obfervation, refultiog from th$ foregoing 
difcourife. 

We of this kingdom have been repeatedly 
ftigmatized by the other nations of Europe as 
a melancholy, deje&ed, gloomy people. The 
charge, I fear, is upon the whole but too 
well founded ; ^nd the proofs too vifible, and 
Sometimes too dreadful to be evaded or de- 
nied. It behoves us therefore, furely> to en- 
quire a little intd the true caufcs ef this na«* 
tional malady; and to confide, whether one 
$ thefe caufes may not be a qwtemptupus 

C 3 dilregaird, 
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xlifregard, or, at leaft, a cold indifference for 
that moft pure, and holy, and enlivening Re r 
ligion, which contains the only true remedy 
for our difeafe. Inftead of this, we have tOQ 
commonly recourfe to a very different mode 
pi relief, to thofe pernicious cordials of un-r 
bounded pleafure and endlefs diflipatipn,which t 
though }ike other cordials, they may raife pur 
fpirf ts for the moment, yet afterwards fink and 
tfeprefs them beyond recovery, and leave the 
unhappy patient infinitely more in diftrefs and 
ganger than they found him. If this be the cafe, 
we know what we have to *lo. We muft . fly 
%o a totally oppofite regimen \ to that purity 
pf mind, that fandity of manners, that felf~ 
government, that moral difcipline, that mp- 
defty of defire, that difcreet and temperate 
r enjoyment of the world, that exalted piety^ 
that adive benevolence,, that truft in Provi- 
dence, that exhilarating 4*ope of immortality ? 
which the do&rines and the precepts of the 
Gofpel fo powerfully imprefs upon our fouls, 
and which, as we have, feep, wp the beft and 
moft powerful preferva ti ves againft al| depreflion 
of fpirits, It, inhere, in fhork.if .any where, 
true chearfulne£ is tp be found* To thofe, 

' * indeed, 
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) indeed, who have been long diflblved in lux- 
ury and gaiety, that moderation in all things 
which Chriftianity prefcribes, may, at firft, 
appear a har/h and painful refrain t ; but a 
little time, and a little perfeverance, will ren- 
der it as delightful as it is confeffedly falutary. 
Be prevailed oh then, for once, to give it a 
fair trial ; and accept, with all thankfulnefs, 
that moft gracious invitation of our blefled 
Redeemer, * Come unto me all ye that labour 
u and are heavy laden, and I will give you 
" reiL Take my yoke upon you, and learn 
u of me, and ye fhall find reft unto your fouls. 
"For my yoke is eafy, and my burthen is 
"light*."- 



• Matfh. xi. 28—30, 
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yHEJlE IS THE WISE ? WHEI*E JS 

SCRIBE ? WHERE IS THE DISPUTER Of 

THIS WORLD ? HATH NOT GOD MADE 

•« 

PQOLI$*J THE WISPOM OF THIS WORLD ? 

- + 

THE fobjjecl on which St. Paul is fpea Ic- 
ing in this chapter, ajid which drew 
from him the exclamation in thg text, is the 
dodtrine of the Crpfs ; that is, the atqnemen^ 
made for the fin§ of mankind by the cruris 
fixion of our blefled Lord, Thi? is a topic 

■ ■ • . < a « - • .» 

on which he always {peaks with an air of pe- 
culiar triumph and exultation : and in this 
phaptef more ^fpeqially, he enlarges upon it 
with unufual ftrength of argument and elo* 
fluence. He was not ignorant that this doc- 
trine gave the utmoft offence both to the Jew 
arid to the Greek : but notwithftanding this, 
^e aflerts, " that it was the power of God 
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u unto falvation *." He was no ftrangcr to 
the numberlefs obje&ions made to it by the 
profound rbafonprs aocl the fashionable philo- 
fophers of the age, who are here diftinguifhed 
by the appellation of the wife, the fcribe, the 
difputer of this world*; but their wifdom, their 
learning, their fkill in difputation, had no 
Weight with hini. He cbnfidered their idle 
Cavils and fubtilties as utter ly unworthy of his 
notice. He affirmed, 'tKat" tneif boafttd fci- 
ence and erudition nfevef had been, never 'Could 
be, of the leaft.ufe. to mankind, in leading 
them to the knowledge, and pra&ice of ftue 
Religion ; " and that the world by wifdom, 

' « • J ^ ' I » • • , !''«#... 

(hy JucA wifdom as they ppflefled) "knew 

# not God:'! whereas, what -t&ey called the 
f € foQli{hnefiM^reachi^gjf•/ , tfte fooliflinefs of 
preaching the r great .do&rine of Redemption, 
had already enlightened 1 tKfe minds,, and re- 
formed the hearts of a r prodigious number of 
people and' thus madp "ibolifh the wifdom of 
" this woricli* had (hewn the weaknefs and 
impotence of worldly-wifdom, when compared 
with ther rapid and aftopiihine .effe^s' pro- 

duced by the fo much der^dep dextrine of Jle^ 

• •• • / ».y* i; . r * » ■ * ^' ^ . ... ; ', * 

• Rom. i. 16. f 1 Cor. iori. 
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demption. Transported with thefe ideas, the 
,apoftle breaks out into the fublime apoftrophe 
of the text : " Where is the fcribc ? where 
" is the wife? where is the difputer of this 
ff world ? Hath not God made foolifh the 
" wifdorn of this world?" 

Since the time of this great apofllc, his 
argument, drawn from the inefficacy of Rab- 
binical ^earning and Gentile philofophy, com- 
pared with the confequences of the Chriftian 
rcvelatipa, has acquired additional force by 
the propagation of the latter, and the refor- 
mation wrought by it through a large part 
of the world, and the light diffufed by it into 
almoft every other part $ whilft the wife and 
the difputers of this world have neyer been 
able to work any confiderable change in the 
ilifpofitions and manners of a fingle city, or 
pven a fingje village, throughout the earth. 
Yet, notwithftanding this apparent fuperiority, 
there are not wanting perfbns who are full of 
jobje&ions to $he Gofpel of Chrift ; and efpe- 
cially tQ that capital and fundamental article 
f>f it, of which we have been fpeaking, the 
foftrine of atonement by the death of Chrift. 

•s. 

If (fay thefe difputers) it was God's pur- 
pojfc to refcue mankind from the dominion 

and 
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und the punifhment of fin, what .need was 
there of fo many ftrange expedients, and 
fuch a long courfe of laborious and un- 
couth arrangements, for the accomplishment 
pf ^thias defign ? What neceffity was there, 
that no lefs a perfon than the Son of God 
Jymfelf, (hpuld be fent from Heaven to this 
lower world to take upon him our flefh; that 
his very bijth fhould be a contradi&ion to the 
f orrnnpn courfe of nature.; that he fhould be 
^llied to mean and indigent parents, live for 
many years an obfeure life, then go about 
preaching a new Religion, full indeed of ex- 
cellent precepts, but abounding, alfo with 
myfterious, and unintelligible, and fecmingl)* 
yfelefs dodtrines; that, he (hcudd go through 
a lojig feries pf in&gnitie$ and fuftcrings, 
which he ( might eafily have avoided; fhould 
at length fubmit to a moft painful and igno- 
minious 4 eat h * ffioitfd afterwards rife from 
the grave, afcend into Heaven, there fit dowa 
at the right hand of God, and then fend ano-». 
ther divine perfon^ called the Holy Ghoft, ta 
f^nifh what h? had left ufrdone ? 

What neceffity, it is affced, could there pof-* 
fibly b? for fuch a cpmplicatsd piece of me- 
chanic 
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chanifm as this ; for fuch a multiplicity of in- 
ftnimcnfs^ and fuch a variety of contrivances* 
as are herd fet in motion, to effect one fingle, 
and, to. all appearance, very eafy purpofe, the 
pardon pf a few wretched criminals ? Why 
could not God have done this at once, by one 
decifive and gracious exertion of mercy and of 
power i by publishing, for infiance, an a<St of 
general Indemnity and oblivion for paft of- 
fences, on condition of fincere repentance and 
amendment of life ? Is not this a plain, fim-» 
pie, and natural manner of proceeding, and far 
more' vrorthy of the wifilom and the majefty 
of the Supreme Being, than that intricate, 
operofe, and circuitous kind of procefs in th* 
work of our Redemption, which $he Golpel 
afcribes to him ? ^ 

In anfwer to all thefe fpecious cavils, ifc 
might be Sufficient to fay, "Who art thou, O 
" man, that replieft againft God ?" Shall the 
finner that is faved, fay to him that redeemed 
him. Why has thou redeemed me thus ? " As 
" well might the thing formed, fay to him that 
u formed it, Why halt thou made me thiis*.?'\ 
Objections of fuch a nature, and from fuch a 

• Rom. ix. *o« 

quarter. 
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quarter, prove nothing more, than that man is 
as prefumptuous as he is ignforant and weak. 
, That the method which' God made ufeof to 
fedeem man by the death of Chrift, is very dif- 
ferent from that which a modern Phiiofojpher 
would have made ufe of, may be Very fafefly 

* * * • 

admitted,- without in the fcaft impeackiiig either 
the propriety or the wifcjom of that 1 method. 
That God's proceedings are alway^iniSnitely 
wife, is mod certain' ; but he does liot coii- 
d&Q: himfelf on the principles- of mere human 
wifddm. " His ways are' not* as <>tir ways, 
m not his thoughts as-' out thoughts/' It 
k not always in man to r perceive "the fitnefs 
€rf thofe means which God makes ' *ufe of to 
efetaiiv his ends ; thoti^h there cin be^ ho dotibt 
but they are the fitteft that co&ld hive been 
imagined: "Who; could hive fuppoied, that 
the way to e&alt Jofeph to 7 the higheft pmna- 
ele of worldly grandeur, and ptofperity, toas to 
fell* him as a : flave to a company of travels 
Hrig'lfhmaelkfes * ? What apparent proba- 



* In this, and perhaps one 4 or two other places, a few 
marks from other authors have, I believe, (in the codrfe of mjr 
naming many years ago) infenfibly mingled themfelves with 
cry own. But who thofe authors were, JTcannot at this diftance 
*f time d$in&ly recoiled. 

bUity 
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hxlltf ms there, that Goliah, the gr^^c^m* 
pion off the Phiiiftines, fhould fall by thp hm$ 
of a ftripling, unufed to arms, and . furnifljed 
only with a fione and a fling ? How indignant 
was the mighty SyfiaikJtfaanua, whea be waft 
told, that* i&f0£4fr.J9 be cur$4.pC ^Jeptofyr 
he muftwaCh,hi^^f;feyen : times in J^rdfrnJ 
He Axpe&ed /fprjaething y^y?$$feTeift from 
this, fC Befa$14rl'rt^ght| # ' (kys he, ** that 
the M$n $£ jC^o^ .will, fiyrdy pome, out to 
me, ; and ft*nd;ajp4 cattgn-. tjift aajne : of ffre; 
"Lord Ijis ^od,; ^nd ^r^e.-hi^.hand over 

* the-pkee^.and 1 fecover L the:lepe/v Are not 
Ab^na and ^^atpjhar, rim* ^f r , Damafcus p; 

; better than ail; th? .Yfaters; jof Ifrael ?, May 

I not w;afli kjl\em, jand &}&? C )$W * ?' ! :'&► 
reafoned this wife man ; and fo would any 
other wife man of modern times have reafoned 
on this opcafion* But it prpyed in this, as it 
will in- every othter iaftance, 1 * the foplifhnefs 

* of 'God was wifer than men ; : and the weak- 
f ' nefs of God was ftroager than men -jV He. 
wafhed in Jordan, and was clean* 

Nay, even in the ordinary courfe of God's 
providence, what a number of things do we 

* a. JLinjjs v- ii» f i Cor. i. *$«. 
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fee conduced in a manner totally different 

* • > « 

from What oile fhould naturally expcft ? Td 
ihftance only in that daily bread* which is the 
chief fuppbrt-fcf life. How comes it to pafs,- 
Aiay fhd dtffmters of this world fayj that {6 
much trouble and pains are fequifite to pro- 
duce fb effifefttkl aft irticle {or oar fuflehahce 
as this ? What bccailon can there be, that- it 
ihould go through fo tedious a proceft, ftrch 
a long tfain of preparatory opferations, bfefore 
it becomes fit for ufc ? How ftrang6 does it 
ftem, that the grain, which is fo be our food, 
fhould firft of all be buried in the ground; 
there reriiiiri fof fome time ihvlfible! and tffe- 
lefs, and apparently dead § ; then fpririg forth 
With frefh life, and in a new fofm ; arrive, by 

i * - 

% Apparently dead. The lacred writers fay, that the .grain' 
actually dies * : and Voltaire, in his Quejl Horn fur I* Encyclopedic f* 
triumphs not a Httle in this firppofed error; Bat a nuifih tetter" 
phyfiologift than Mr. Voltaire (I mean Mr. Bofteti of Geneva) 
affirms, that the position may be juftifeed as philosophically true,, 
The exterior integument of the grain does moft Certainly corrupt 
and die. It is* the*germ only, or principle of vegetation*; which 
remains and live*. " I/Enveloppe du grain perh; & de fiwr 
* Hiterienr fort une plants bien difference de cette enveloppe." 
Efjdi Analytlqve, &fc. par Mr. Bohit, &f Biiliethepif 
des Sciences, 177 1. Prtm. part. p. tfc. 

* r Cort xy. 3<. • %■ Article AftitWttae. 
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How degrees, to a (late of maturity, and af- 
terwards employ a prodigious number of 
hands j undergo a great variety of changes, 
and aflume many different appearances, before 
it can be manufactured into that folid fub- 
ftance, which affords fo much] ftrength and 
nouriihment to man ? Might not Providence 
have obtained the fame end by much more 
obvious and expeditious means ? Might not 
our daily bread be rained down upon us at 
once from Heaven, likp, the manna of tfie 
Ifraelites ; or be made to vegetate on trees, 
as ; is the cafe in fome parts of the fbuthem 
hemifphere, where nature has left no other 
trouble to man but to gather his bread and 

eat it, whilft we are forced to labour after it 

> 

through innumerable difficulties and delays t 

_ 7 Thefe qpeflions are juft as modeft and as pro- 

.per as. thoie we are apt to afk concerning the 

mode of pur .Redemption* And as We, find 

• -•*.. * * • . ^ » * 

. that Providence has not thought fit to hu-* 

m<pur. our prejudices, and conform to our 

. ideas, in the one cafe $ why fhould we expect 

it in the <?tfrer? We may y in .both cafes, 

, with equal truth t and juftice, fay, "Where is 

"* the wile r where is the fcribe r where is 

: ¥ot. IL D " the 
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V 

** the difputer of this world ? Hath not God 
" made foolifli the wifdom.of this world* V* 

But let us defcend a little more to parti- 
culars. 

We are told, that, to fave mankind from 
the punifhment due to their fins, the promul- 
gation of a free pardon, on the part of God, 
would have been fully fufficient- 

Let us fuppofe then for a moment, that 
this had actually been the cafe* Let us fup- 
" pofe, that the Son of God, or fome other d£- 
"'vine meflenger, had been fent cm earth merely 
to tell mankind, that they need be under no 
apprehenfions about the consequences of their 
fins, for that they would all be freely for- 
given ; and that, provided they behaved better 
for the future, fhey would be received into 
the favour of God, and rewarded with ever- 
lading life. What do you think muft have 
been the confequence of fuch a general un- 
qualified a6t of grace and indemnity as this ? 

Would it not have given the world reafon to 

« • •« 

imagine, that God was regardlefs of the con- 
duct of his creatures, and that there was lit- 
tie or no 4 danger in tranfgrefftng his laws ? 

* I Corinth, u 2Q, 

-Would 
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4 Would not this eafinefs of difpofition, this 
.facjlity in pardoning, have given men encou- 
ragement to continue in their fins$ or, at 
leaft, to have returned in a fhort time to 
their favourite and long-indulged habits, in a 
certain expectation of meeting with the fame 
gejitle treatment which they had already ex- 
perienced ? And does not every one fee, that 
this would have quickly extinguished all the 
little remains of virtue that were left in the 

* * * 

world? There was, indeed, I allow, fome 
ground to hope, that a God of infinite mercy 
and goodnefs would find out fome means of 
laving a guilty world from deftru&ion* But 

» 

no man of cotniiion fenfe could imagine, that 
Jie would do this in fuch a manner as fhould 
be inconfiftent with his other attributes i thofe 
attributes, which are as eiTential to his nature 
as his goodnefs and his mercy j I mean, His 

juftice, his wifdoin* his authority, as the 

»»»' . t '_ * ^ 

inoral governor of the univerfe. All thefd 
jnuft have been fliaken to their very founda- 
tion, had he pardoned mankind without fome 

f#isfa#ion made to him for their difobe-* 

... . _ . , 

dience ; without fome mark of his abhorrence 
ltampt upon guilt j \vithout fome public ex- 

D a erciit 
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ercife of his coercive power, which might 
prevent the firmer from flattering himfelf, that 
he might go on tranfgrefiing with impunity, 
and might fafely prefume on the mercy of 
God, even in prejudice to the great ends of 
his moral government. 

But repentance, you fay, would of itfelf 
have anfwered all thefe purpofes j would have 
been a fufficient atonement for paft offences, 
a fufficient fatisfadtion to God's juftice, and ' 
a fufficient fecurity to the finner againft the 
future effedts of God's difpleafure. 

Admitting all this for a moment to be true, 
there is ftill another queftion of fome impor- 
tance to be aiked and anfwered, and which 
yet is commonly quite left out of the account. 
What reafon have you to think, that had 
Chrift done nothing more than offered to the 
Heathen world a free pardon of their fins, oij. 
condition of repentance, they would have ac- 
cepted and performed that condition ; in other 
words, that, without fome fignal indication of 
God's abhorrence of fin, to ftrike their imagi- 
nation, to affed their hearts, and roufe their 
confciences to a juft fenfe of their guilt, they 
would ever have repented at all ? - 

Confidgr 
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Confidcr only for a moment what the con- 
dition of mankind was, when our Lord made 
his appearance on earth. Their corruption 
and profligacy had grown, to fo enormous an 
height, and ran out into fuch a variety of 
horrible vices, as even in thefe degenerate 
days would appear Shocking aftd portentous. 
They were, as St. Paul affures us, in a letter 
addreffed to thofe very Romans of whom he 
is fpeaking, " they were filled with all un- 
" righteoufnefs, fornication, wickednefs, co- 
" vetoufncfs, ^malicioufnefs^ full of envy, 
"murder, debate,, deceit, malignity ; whif- 
." perers, backbiters, haters of God, defpitdful, 
" proud, boafters, inventers of evil things, 
* difobedient to parents, without underfland- 
u ing, covenant breakers, without natural a£- 
" feftion, implacable, unmerciful *." 

What now do you think of fuch a race of 
monfters as thefe ? Do you think it poflible, 

that mere exhortation alone, or even the moft 

« 

awful denunciations of punishment, woufd ever 
have brought fuch mifcreants as thefe to real 
repentance and vital reformation ? What little 
probability thefe was of this, you will judgs 

' • Rom. i. 29, jo, 31. 

P 3 few* 
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from what St. Paul further tells you in £he 
fame epiffle, that they not only did theite 
things themfelves, but took " pleafure in thofe 
** that did them*/.' They were delighted to fee 
their friends, their neighbours, and even their 
own children, grow every day more profligate 
.around them, cc They becamfc vain in their 
u imaginations, and their foolifh heart was 
" darkened -j-." " They were alienated from 
$ \ the life of God, through the ignorance that 
" wag in them, becaufe of the blindnefs of 
*. f . their heart; they were paft feeling, and 
" g^ve themfelves dver unto lafcivioiifnefs, to 
€ * work . all ymcleannefs with greedyiefs %. n 
'This fhews, that the number and the groflnefs 
pf their crimes had effaced all their ideas of 
gujut, and '* had feared their conference's with 
" a hot iron §," Add to thi6, that their phw 
lofophers and their priefts, who ought to have 
retrained tlieir vices, did thenifelyes, by their 
pwn example, encourage them in ibme pf their 
t wdrft. ' Many parts £ven of their religions 
wprmip, ihfl'ead of purifying "and reforming, 
(tendecj to corrupt and debafe tlne^r hearts with 

f JjLojn, x. 32. f Rom. L.21. , $ Eph.iv. 18, 19. 

J 1 Tim. iy. 2 P 
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the grofleft fenfualities ; and the very gods 
whom they adored were reprefented as . guilty % 
of crimes too (hocking to be fpecified, but 
which all who fought their layout would cer- 
tainly tefce caice to irritate ** You fee thea 
what little profpedt there was, that men under 
fueh circumftances ihould ever be prevailed 
on* by a mere preacher of righteoufnefs (even 
though fent from the realms, and endued with 
the eloquence, of Heaven),, to repent and re- 
form. Before they could do either, they muft 
be fenfible that they were a<5ting wrong. But 
they, w the contrary, thought themfelves 
right. They not only a&ed wickedly, but 
a&ed Jb on principle.* Their moral fenfe was 
inverted* " The light that was in them was 
" beepme darkness." They had no check 
within to ftop their mad career of wickednefs $ 
and every thing without, every thing that 
ought to have taught them a better le Hon, their 
philofophers, their priefts, their religion, their 
worihip, their gods themfelves, all contributed 
to confirm and ftrengthen them in their cor- 
rupt pra&ices, and to bar up every avenue to 
reformation. 

* Ego homundo hoc aon ffcjcerem? See the whole pafegc, 
Terenc Eon. iju. v. 43. 

P4 ** 
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• ... 

It is therefore evident, that, without Come 
awakening call, fome ftriking, and aftonifhing, 
and extraordinary event,' (like that of the 
crucifixion of Chrift) to affeft the hearts 
and alarm the fears of the ancient Pagans, 
and to imprefs them with a ftrong fenfe of 
God's extreme indignation againft fin, it was 
morally impoffible they could ever have been 
brought to a ferious, effeftual, and permanent 
amendment of heart and life-f. 

It is in vain then to talk of the great effi^ 
cacy of repentance in averting the anger of 
the Almighty, and atoning for paft offences; 
You ought firft to fettle the previous ^ueftiori, 
whether, if this had been all the expiation ] 
required, there would have been any repent!-* 
ing finners in the world to have tried the ex^ 

perjment? ■•. • * : V • 

f It is a Angular clrcumftance, which I hare from unquef. 
tfonable authority, and which tends very much to (how the 
powerful influence of a crucified Redeemer, that in almoft 
every part of the world, from Greenland to the Weft-India 
iflands, thofe Heathens that have been profelyted: to Chriflianity 
*yere principally and moft effeaually wrought upon by the hi£ 
tory of our Saviour's fufFerings, as recorded in the Gofpel, 
When thefe were forcibly Hated, and repeatedly imprefled on 
t jhw toinds, they fcarce ever failed to prp4ace, in them both * 
lively faith and a virtuous life, , 

-* But 
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But to grant all this power of expiation to 
repentance, is granting a great deal more than 
truth will warrant. 

For from whence do you learn, that t epen- 
tance alone will obliterate the ftaihs of paff 
guilt ; will undo every thing you have done? 
amifs; will reinftafe you in the favour of 
God : will make ample fatififfa&ion to his in- 
cited juftice ; and fecure refped: arid obedi- 
ence to his authority, as the moral governor of 
the world ? 

Do the Scriptures teach you this ? No, 
They • plainly tell you, that *? without th$ 
F fheddjng of ;Hood there is no remkfion of 
*fuj$V Biit r perhaps, you coifedrit from 
the very nature of the thing itfejf. Confidcr 
theii what repentance is. It is nothing more 
thari ibrrow for what we have done amifs^ and 
a refolution not ta do it again. * 

But can this annihilate what is paft ? Moft 
affuredly it has no fuch power. Our former 
tranfgreffions ftill remain uncancelled. They 
are recorded in the books of Heaven; and k 
is not our future good deeds alone that can 
Wipe them out. They can only gnfwer for 

• Heb. ix. Z2 

themfelves, 
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themfelves, (if they cant do; that): they hive 
no fuperabtmd^nt or retrospective merit to 
ipare, as a cover to paft offences. Wc may 
as well affirm 9 fays a ' learned divine, that 
m our fbrmerobedienceafcfriieafor our prcfent 
u fins, ;as that our prefent obedience makes 
* amends for antecedent trani^reffioas/* 
. If you think this do&rine harfh and uruia* 
tufal, fee whether your own daily eipferientei 
Whether, the ordinary ecnjrfe of humah j^»rs* 
will teach you a different lefTon, 

koofc around you, and obfervs .wbtl is 
fiffmg ^vsry moment beforfe' jour $ye$. Yott 
Ice irifcn frequently deftroyih£ by feriiuality, 
by inteniperance; by every aflt of {Jtofligicy, 
their hfealth, their i fortunfe* their chftr*&er> 
their ha£j>itiefe here and hereafter, You lee 
them* perhaps aftei:wards;biofl heartily forty 
for what they, have donfe * rfincersly jtepent- 
Ing of their 'vyickednefsi. refolVing for the 
future to lead a virtuous and religions life, 
and perhaps fulfilling that refolution* But 
does this always reftore to, thciii their health, 
their fortune, or their good fame: ? No : they 
are oftea gone for ever, loft beyond redemption, 
notwithftanding their utmpil efforts to recover 
* them, 
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(hem. The wretch that has committed * 
murder, may be ftruck with the deepeft re* 
morfe and horror for his crime, and may moft 
terioufly determine to make every amends for 
it in his power. But dofes this fave him from 
the hand of jiiftice, from the punifhment de- 
nounced againft his offence hy law ? We know 
that it does riot. Unlefs feme powerful medi- 
ator or friend iritetpdfe to obtain his pardon^he 
wili fall by the Hand of the executioner; And 
in a tiiultitude of other inftaricfes, nothing but 
the generous kindnefs of oUr friends* and theft 
readihefs to encounter great inconvenience, 
experiicei trobbte; and taifery, for oufrTakes, fcah 
avert the fetal cbrtfequferices whick otir indif*.' 
cretiohs; Follies, and vices wbiildi in ipite of 
thefincereft repentahce and ttmprfe, infallibly 
upon us *. Since then, notwithftandk 

ing 

• It is remarkable, that our Lord himfelf compares his in* 
terpofitiori to fave us 'from rum to the generous interferenet 
: 6f a man to refcue his friend from deftru&ion. " Greater" 
f' love hath no man than this, that a man lay down hii life 
*« for his friends § ;" alluding, evidently, to mis inftance of hit 
love for us. iThis, perhaps, might fuggeft the idea of that 
"noble principle of analogy, by which BHnop Settle* has fd *&» 
mirajjly illuftrated, and fo unanfwerably defended the great 
Scriptural do&rine of our Redemption, by thrift interfering 

} John xt« i j» 

m 
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iig the mercy and the goodnefs of God, xe»* 
pentance does not prevent the natural pei\al 
«mfequence$ of our crimes in this world a 
what reafon is there to think, that it wiH 
jtvert thp vengeance due to them in the next, 
yrhich is under the govefnqajpnt of the fame 
Almighty Being? 

_ That it is iacapable of producing £hi$ 
effect, will appear further from the confidera» 
ppp 9 that the fincerefl: repentance an^ refor r 
inatianr inuft neceflarily be in fome degree 
apperfedt, mixed with failings, and fuhjedt to 
occafiond relapf?s ^ and tjberefprp> iijftead* q£ 
jatqnhjg %.pj4 ^tranfgreiEoM, ; : muft ; ^m, 
jeives (land . ift v Jieed of- indigence . and fbj> 
•jgivenefs, . If . tspsntancp placed us in~ a ftate 
^i moral petfedion and unfinnjng obedience, 
J^^e might t be : fome pretence,, ; p?fh*ps, for 
^(pribing to it a confiderable degree of expia- 
tory virtue. But let the triieft and devouteft 
*j[idhiteht look impartially into his own heart, 
.and thjen let him fairly fey, whether this i$ 
^actually the cafe. ' Has he £o completely 
1 Waffied his hands in innocency, and purifieci 
.hi? foul from fin, that not a fingle evil pro- 

ju a frtind in .our .behalf and voluntarily fubftituting himfejf 
"fcr us en the crofo 

m % 
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penfity remains within him ? Has he entirely 
fubdued every inveterate habit, every inordi- 
nate pafiion, every fin that did moil eafily 
befet him? Is it all calmnefs, compofure^ 
peace and order within ? Is all rancour and 
malice laid afleep in his breaft ? Can he for* 
give the groffeft infults, the cruelleft calum- 
nies, and the moil unprovoked injuries ?• Do 
his thoughts never wander beyond the limits 
of duty, ntfr his eye delight to dwell On im- 
proper objefts ? Are his affe&ions detached 
from this world, and fixed entirely on things 
above ? Does his heart glow with unbounded 
love towards his neighbour, and is it touched 
with the hallowed flame of piety and devotion 
towards his Maker ? When , he can truly fay, 
that this is a genuine picture of his foul, he 
may then, if he thinks fit, rejeft a crucified 
Redeemer. But till then, he will do well not 
to lean too confidently on repentance as his 
<mly ftay. ) 

If then neither Scripture nor experience 
teath us, that repentance alone will avail for 
our pardon from God, does the light of na- 
ture affure us that it will ? To know; what 
#rc the genuine dictates of nature, you muft 

" not 
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not look for them in a land enlightened by 
Revelation ; you muft go back to thofi? ages, 
and thofe countries, where nature was, indeed, 
the only guide that men had to direft their 
ways. And what was then their opinion of the 
•efficacy of repentance ? Did the antient Pagans 
.entertain fuch high notions of it, as fome the- 
ologians, in the prefent times, feem to have 
taken up ? By no means : we fcarce ever hear 
them talking of repeptapce. When they had 
offended their gods, they thought of nothing 
but oblations, expiations, luftrations, and ani- 
mal facrifices. Thefe were the expedients 
to which they always had recourfe to regain 
the forfeited favour of their deities. This 
univerfal pra&ice of Jhe4ding blood to obtain 
the pardon of guilt, moft dearly fhows what 
the common apprphenfip^s of fnankind were 
on this fubje&, .wl?en unde^the fi^le dire&ion 
of their own under/landing : it ihows, they 
thought that fomething elfe was neceffiuy, be- 
,iides their own repentance and reformation, 
lo appeafc the anger of their gods. They 
thought that, after all they could do fpr 
themfdves, fomething muft be done or ii*f- 
fcred by fome other being, before they could 

be 
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be reftored to the condition they would have 
been in if they. had never forfeited their inno- 
cence. Nay, fome of the greateft, and wifeft, 
and bell amongft them, declared, in exprefs 
terms, " that there was wanting^** univerfal 
11 method *f delivering mm* s fouls r whk:h no fe£$ 
** of Philosophy had ever yet found out *•" 

This univerfal method of delivering . metis 
fouls, (as it is here moft properly and moft 
emphatically called) was £t length made 
known to mankind by the Chriftian Revela-* 
tion 5 and it is that very do&ritie of Redemp- 
tion which we have been here confidering. 
,Our blefled Lord was hiiftfelf the great, the 
all-atoning vi&im, offered up for the whole 
world upon the crofs. " He was wounded for 
" our tranfgreffiqns, and on h]&i &\\$ Lord hath 
" laid the iniquity of U8; all <fv" "♦ He bore our 
u fins in his oym body pnj^e tree, that we 
u being dead to fin fhould live unto righteouf- 
'* nefs J." He was, in fliiort, the very Pafchal 
Lamb, which was flain for, us frpm $iie foun- 
dation of the world. Hp was the great ^i^y^r- 
fal Sacrifice to which all the prophets, from. 

•• Porphyry, .a? qupte<}. by .Anftin £e Civiute DeL L i*. 

C. 12. 

w ,••■••• 

♦ Jfaiab liii $, 6. $ i Peter ii. 24. 

the 
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the fall of Adam to the birth of Ckrift, 
uniformly directed their views and their pre- 
dictions, and of which all the facrifices under* 
the Jewilh law were only types and emblems, 
Hbey were the (hadow : Chrift wis the fub* 
: fiance. And, as the writer to the Hebrews 
juftly obferves, u if the blood of bulls and of 
goats, and the afhes of an heifer, fprinkling 
the unclean, fan&ified to the purifying of 
" the flefh j" (that is, releafed the offender 
. from legal Uncleannefs and temporal puniih- 
ment) " how much more ihall the blood of 
Chrift, who, through the eternal Spirit, 
offered himfelf without fpot to God, purge 
your confciences from dead works, to ferve 
the living God * ?" 

This is, in a few words, the fum and fub- 
• fiance of the great myftery of our Redemp- 
f tioh. That it is a jnyftery, a great and aftb- 

i • Heb»ix« •«}, 14.— The Socinians fay, that the expref- 

. lions in Scripture, which feem to prove the death of Chrift to 

be a real facrifice for fin, are nothing more than figurative allu« 

fions to the animal facrifices of the Mofaical law. But it iias 

f been well obferved, that the very rwerfe of this is the truth of 

the cafe. For thefe Mofaical facrifices were themfelves allufions 

• • • • * , *, 

to the great all-fuificient Sacrifice, which was to be made by 
our Saviour on the crofs* 
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iiiihlng myftery, we readily acknowledge. 
But this was naturally to be expected in a 
work of fuch infinite difficulty, as that of ren- 
dering the mercy of God, in pardoning man- 
kind* cortfiftent with the exercife of his jus- 
tice, and the fupport of his authority, as the 
moral Governor of the world; Whatever 
could effefl: this* miift neceflarily be fome- . 
thing far beyond the compfehenfion of our li^ 
tnittd underftandings j that is, mufi necef- 
farily be myfterious; And* therefore* this 
very circurtiftance* inftead of fhocking our 
freafon and ftaggering our faith* ought to 
fatisfy the one, and confirm the other. 

What remains further to be faid on this 
interefting and important fubjeft, I fhall re« 
ferve for a feparate difcourfe; ,C 
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WHERE IS THE WISE ? WHERfi IS TH# 
SCRIBE ? WHERE IS THE DISPUTER OF* 
THIS WORLD ? HATH NOT GOD MADE, 
fOOLISH THE WISDOM OF THIS WORLD ? 

FROM the train of reafoning purfued in 
the preceding diibourfe, it has* I truft, 
been made evident, that, though repentance 
and reformation are without doubt indifputa- 
bly neceflary towards procuring the pardon of 
fin, (fo neceflary, that without them not all 
the facrifices on earth, nor all the mercies of 
heaven, can avail to favc us) yet they are not 
of tbemfejves fufficient to wafh away the. ftains 
of paft guilt, to fatisfy the juftice of an of- 
fended God, and reftore a wicked and rebel- 
lious world to his protection and favour. 

E % 1% 
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It appears, both from the nature of the 
things themfelves, from the cleareft deduc- 
tions of reafon, from the ordinary courfe of 
human affairs in the prefent world, from the 
common apprehenfions,and the univerfal prac- 
tice of mankind; before the appearance of 
Chrift upon earth, and, above all, from the 
pofitive declarations of God himfel£ both in 
the Old and New Teftament, that, befides 
the contrition of the (inner himfelf, fomething 
muft be done or fuffered by feme other being 
on his account ; fome fort of expiation muft 
be made for him, and accepted, before he can, 
be exonerated of guilt, and redeemed from pu- 
nifhment, and (land juftified in the eyes of hi$ 
offended Maker. 

This principle being eftabliflied, (and it 
appears to me incontrovertible) who (hall af- 
terwards prefume to fay, that the particular 
kind of expiation, or, in other words, the 
particular mode of Redemption, which God 
a&ually fixed upon for the prefervation of 
mankind, was not the beft and fitteft that 
could be devifed ? If fome vidtim, fome pro- 
pitiatory facrifice, was plainly neceffary for 
this purpofe ; who (hall undertake, to affirm, 

that . 
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that the very individual facrifice appointed 
by God himfelf, was not the propereft and ' 
moft effectual to anfwer the end propofed ? 
If commutative punifhment and vicarious dif- 
fering appear not only to have prevailed 
among all Heathen nations from the earlieft 
age?, and to have been eftablifhed among the 
Jews by the exprefs appointment of God, 
but even at this hour make a part of the or«> 
djnary difpenfations of Qod's providence in 
the prefent world, (where we continually fee 
men refcued from ruifi by the interpofing 
kindnefs, the generous exertions, and the vo~ 
luntary fufFerings of others on their account) ; 
who ihall fay, that there was either cruelty 
or injuftice, in appointing Chrift to die, much 
lefs in his voluntary confent. to die, " for us 
" men and for our falvation ?" If, in fine, the 
value of the vidlim offered was ufually pro*- 
portioned to the magnitude of the offence, 
and the number of the offenders ; why fliould 
it appear in the leaft incredible, that when 
the inhabitants pf a whole world, (perhaps of 
many worlds and fyftems of worlds) and all 
thpir generations, from the yery fall of our 
lirft parents to the end of time, were to be 

E 3 cleanfed 
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clcanfcd from guilt, nothing lcfs than the blood 
of the Son of God himfelf, fhould be thought 
*o poflefs fufficient purifying powers to wafh 
away ftains of fp deep a dye, and fo vaft ex-* 
tent? 

It is evident, then, that all the plaufible 
objections of " the wife, the fcribe, the dif* 
* € puter of this world,'* againft the Scripture 
dodtrine of Redemption, founded on the nature 
of the facrifice made by our Lord, on the 
dignity of his perfon, on the union of the di- 
vine nature with the man Chrift Jefus, or any 
othpr circumftances of that nature, are utterly 
void of all foundation in truth, in reafon, V\ 
experience, and in the a&ual courfe of human 
affairs in God's adminiftration of the univerfe. 
We may, therefore, fafely difmifs them with-* 
out further notice ; and may aflume it as an 
undoubted truth^ that though we ourfelves 
could not, with our fhort - lighted faculties, 
difcover thp fmaljeft traces of wifdom pr pro-* 
priety in the Redemption of the world by the 
de»tji of Chrift, yet that it is in fadl the wifeft 
that cpuld be cjiofen $ that the difficulties at. 
tending it arife only from that impenetrable 
d&rfcncfs which furrpunds the throne of the 

Almighty, 
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Almighty, and mud neceflarily reft on many 
of his works, both of nature and of grace ; 
and that it is, notwithftanding, as the Scrip- 
ture moft accurately and fublimely exprefles it, 
u the wifdom of God in a myftery *•" Yet 
(till, by contemplating this myftery attent- 
ively, we may, even with our limited under- 
standings, difcover fome marks of divine wif- 
dom ; fome reafons, which might induce the 
Almighty to prefer this method of redeeming 
the world to any other % reafons fufficient at 
leaft to (how, that when the veil is wholly 
Withdrawn, when we no longer " fee through \ 

" a glafs darkly/* but are admitted to con- 
template u in open day " the whole plan and 
the entire (yftem of our Redemption, we fhall 
have as much rcafon to reverence the depth 
of the counfels of the Almighty, as we con- 
fefledly have, even at prcfent, with all our ig- 
norance, and all the natural obfeurity of the 
fubjeft, to adore his goodnefs. 

Out of many of thefe marks of divine wif- 
dom, in the mode of our Redemption, which 
might be produced, I (hall fele& only a few 
$f the moft important. 

* 1 Cor. ii. 7. 

E 4 I. In 
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I. In the firft place, it has often been, and 
cannot be too often, remarked, that the atojie* 
ment made on the crofs for the fins of man, 
removed a difficulty, which €( the wife, the 
" fcribe, the difputer of this world," with all 
their wifdom, were nqver able to furmount. 
It reconciled a contradi&ion, which to every 
human underftanding appeared infuperable. 
It reconciled the mercy and the juftice of 
God in his treatment of mankind. It gavq 
falvation to a guilty world, without either in-, 
Aiding on the offenders the punifhmtnt juftjy 
due to their pffences, or giving countenance 
and encouragement to fin. By accepting the 
death of Chrift inflead of ours, u . by laying 
" on him the iniquity of us all," Gpd cer~ 
tainly gave us the moil aftonifhing proof of' 
his mercy : and yet, by accepting no ' lefs a 

facrifice than that of his own Son, he has, 

*. • 

by this moft expreffive and tremendous aft, 
fignlfied to the whole world fuch extreme in- 
dignation at fin, as ntey well alarm, eyen while 
he faves us, and make us " tremble at his 
" feverity,; even while we are within the arms 
«• of his mercy *." 

* Scott's CkilUan Life, b. 3. 

II. The 
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II. The appearance of Chrift in the form 

ef man, and the death he fuffered for our 

Jakes, did not only make our peace with God f 

but it alfo enabled him to afford us the 
t 

ftrongeft poflible proof of that mod comfort* 
able do<ftrine, our refurredtion from the dead, 
by his own return to life again after lying 
three days in the grave. • It was, therefore, a 
moft eminent proof of divine wifdom, that the 
very fame event, the death of Chrift, fhould 
anfwer two fuch important purpofes; fhould 
jboth afford us the means of reconciliation 
with God, and at the fame time give birth to 
another great event, which fills us with the 
joyful hope and the certain expe&ation of 
cverlafting life. Nay, even the public and 
ignominious manner in which our Lord ex- 
pired, and which has fometimes been a ground 
of objection and of reproach, was in reality 
an additional indication of divine wifdom. 
For had our Lord's death been lefs public 
and notorious, and had his perfon been in his 
Jail moments lefs expofed to the obfervation 
of mankind, the proof of his refurre&ion from 
the dead would have been confiderably weak- 
ened. Had his death been private and filent, 

find 
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and after the ordinary manner of men, the 
reality of it would very foon have been ques- 
tioned; and confequently his refurre&ion 
would have been reprefented as a grofs fraud 
and a fcandalous impofition on the credulity 
of mankind. But his crucifixion in the face 
of day, and in the prefence of an immfertfe' 
concourfe of people, took away every pre- 
tence of this nature; and gave a ftrong and 
krefiftible confirmation to the truth of that 

Si 

aftoniftiing miracle which followed ; which is 
the foundation of all our hopes, and the great 
cprner-ftone of our whole Religion. 

III. Before the appearance of our Saviour 
on earth, there was a notion univerfally pre- 
valent in every p^rt almoft of the known 
world, that fin could no otherwife be expiated : 
than by animal facrifices. And this at length 
was carried fo far, that in fome extraordinary ^ 
cafes it was thought that the death of brute 
animals was not fufficient. Human facrifices 
became necefiary ; and the more near and dear 
the perfon facrificed was to them, the more 
valuable was the offering thought; fo that 
they frequently flaughtered their fons and 
daughters, more efpecially their firft-born, on 
. f the 



SERMON III. 5* 

the altars of their gods. Now the death of 
Chrift, at the fame time that it was a gra- 
cious cojidefcenfion to the prevailing opinion 
of the neceffity of facrifice, put an entire end 
(through a great part of the world) to that 
fanguinary fpecies of devotion, by rendering it 
totally ufelefs and inefficacious. For " Chrift 
" was offered once for all ; by one offering 
§€ he perfe&ed for ever them that are fan&U . 
u fied* i* and obtained, by one fingle adt, 
that which mankind had, from the begin- 
ning of the world, been endeavouring in 
vain to accomplifh, by innumerable and con- 
tinual facrifices, namely, the pardon of their 
fins, and reconciliation with God. After this 
universal and effectual expiation, no other was 
of the leaft ufe or value. Accordingly, in 
every country that embraced the Gofpel, all 
facrifices, both .animal and human, immedi- 
ately ceafed ; and a fudden and absolute period 
was put to that incredible effufion of blood, 
which liad deluged the world almoft from the 
very creation down to that time. 

IV. At the fame time, that the facrifice 
made by Chrift upon the crofs put an end to 

* Hebrews x. 10. 14* 

all 
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all other facrifices, it gave (what they could 
never give) an abfolute certainty of pardon, on 
the condition of repentance and reformation, 
of life. TKis it was impoflible that any one 
could rationally expett from the (laughter of 
an innocent animal, much lefs from that of a 
human being, ' Both thefe adh feemed, in 
themfelves, rather calculated to ihcfeafe guilt, 
than to take it away, Gpd jnight, indeed, if 
he pleafed, accept the commutation of one life 
for another; and it was on this prefumption 
that the Heathen world adopted the cuftom of 
facrifices. But this was certainly a mere pre- 
fumption. Without an exprefs revelation of 
the divine will in this refpedt, no one could be 
abfolutely fure that fuch a fubftitution would 
be accepted. Bu$ God has now aftually de- 
clared in the Gofpel, that he does accept the 
death of Chrift as a propitiation for our fins. 
And to put this beyond all doubt, he has rati- 
fied and confirmed that acceptance by a public, 
fignificant, and decifive-a£t of approbation, the 
a6t of raifing him from the dead. 

V. The death of Chrift is alfo a feal and 
confirmation of the new covenant betwixt God 
find map. 

For 
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For it was the cuftom of almoft all ancient 
nations, both Jews and Gentiles, to ratify their 
treaties and covenants by facrifices. Of this 
you may fee inftances in various parts of Scrip- 
ture *, and in fever al Heathen hiftorians -f-. 
In condefcenfion therefore to the manner of 
men, arid to confirm their faith in his pro- 
mifes, God did, by the facrifice of Chrift, 
feal and ratify his new covenant of mercy 
with mankind ; upon which account the 
death of our blefTed Lord is called (as the 
Jewifh facrifices alfo were) " the blood of the 
"covenant ||." This, therefore, is another ex- 
cellent purpofe anfwered, by that method of 
redeeming us which God was plcafed to fix 
upon : that it is conformable to all thofe faede- 
ral rites by which men were wont to confirm 
their covenants with each other j and thus 
gives us every poffible aflurance, not only by 
words, but by the moft expreffive a&ions, that 
God will perform all his gracious promifes 
made to us in the Gofpel, provided we fulfil 
the conditions on which alone thofe promifes 
are made, 

• Gci>. xv. Jerem. xxxiv. * f Livy, lib. i. c. 24. kc. &c. 
U Heb. x. 29 ; xii. 24. Ex. xxiv. 8, 

Thefc 
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Thefe zrcjbme of the reafons #hich migfit 
poffibly induce our Maker to fix on the death of 
his Son, as the beft method of redeeming man- 
kind ; and there may be, and Undoubtedly are, 
many othfer reafons for that choice, unknown 
to us, ftill more wife and more benevolent 
than thofe already fpecified. Yet thefe are 
abundantly fufficient to convince us, that the 
Redemption wrought for us by Chrift upon 
the crofs, carries in it the plaineft marks of 
divine wifdom. 

Still, however, it may be urged, and it often 
is urged with great confidence, that even ad- 
mitting the force of every thing here faid, ad-, 
mittiftg the neceflity of fome facrifice for the 
expiation of fin, and a facrifice too of great 
value and dignity; yet after all, it feems ut^ 
terly incredible, that the death of no lefs a 
perfbn than the Son of God himfelf fhould be 
neceflary for this purpofej and that he, in 
whom all the fulnefs of the godhead dwelt, 
fhould ever confejit and cbndefcend to become 
that facrifice, and to expire in agonies on the 
crof9 for fuch a creature as man, who occu- 
pies fo fmall and feemingly fo inconfiderable a 
place in the immenfity of the univerfe* 

There 
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There is undoubtedly fomething very afto- 
nifhing in this circumftance. But there are 
apt wanting confiderations, which may, in 
foroe degree, tend to account even for this ac- 
knowledged difficulty. 

In the firft place, there is. a very extraordi- 
nary perfonage mentioned in Scripture, whofe 
exiftence it is the fafhion of the prefent day to 
(Joubt and to deride, and to explain away fome 
of the moil ftriking effects of his power into 
allegory, metaphor, vifion, and imagination* 
He is, notwithstanding, defcribed by the facred 
writers in the plaineft and the cleareft terms, 
and reprefented as a being of high rank, of 
great power, and prodigious art and ftrength. 
The names there given him are, Satan, Beel- 
zebub, the Devil, and the Prince of the Devils % 
and he appears to be in a flate of perpetual 
Jioftility againft God and Chrift, and this lower 
world, over which he has very considerable 
influence. He is • defcribed by our Saviour 
under the image of .a firing man * r whom it 
was neceflary to bind before you could fpoil 
his houfe. He is called the Prince of the 
Power of the Air || i the Prince of this World § ; 

* Mattk xiL 29. It Ephef. il u § John xii. 3 i. 

aad 
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and, by St- Paul, the God of this World * 4 
He is reprefented as being at the head of a 
numerous and formidable hoft of wicked fpi— 
rits ; to whom St, Paul gives the title of princi-* 
palities, and powers, and rulers of this world §* 
And in another place they are faid , to be his 
angels "f\ To this malignant and infidious Be- 
ing was owing the fall of our firft parents, and 
all the tragical confequences of that fatal event, 
the introduction of death and fin, and every 
kind of natural and moral evil, into the worlds 
On thefe ruins of human nature did this tremen- 
dous Spirit eredl his infernal throne, and efta- 
blifhed an aftonifliing dominion over the minds 
of men, leading them into fuch a£ts of folly, 
ftupidity, and wickednefs, as are on no other 
principle to be accounted for ; into the grofieft 
fuperftitions, into the moil brutal and fenfelefs 
idolatry, into the moft unnatural and abomina- - 
ble crimes, into the moft execrable rites and 
inhuman facrifices $. Nay, what is ftill more 

• z Cor. iv. 4; § Ephef. vi. 12. f Matth. xxv.41. 
t Nothing lefs than diabolical influence can account for the 
almoft univerfal cuflom of human facrifices, and the atrocious 
outrages on all decency perpetrated in fbme of the facred ritea 
of Jsgypt, Greece, and HindoftaiH See Maurice's Indian Jtn~ ~ 
tiquititst vol. I. p. 256, 274* 

deplorable^ 
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deplorable, he gave the finishing ftroke to the 
difgrace and humiliation of mankind, by fet- 
ting up hitnf&lf as theobjedt of their adora- 
tion, ftncj thot. too (to conapleat the infult) 
under that very form which he had %fliii^ed to 
betray and to;deftroy them) I mean that of 
tbe ferpe&t i the Worfhip of which di%ufting 
and odious animal r it is well known, prevailed 
to an incredible dp^ree inajipaft gvery part <?f 
the Pagan .wqrldji and is . ftiil to, te fojuuacji *9 
fotfce parts of Africa *; Jr> ttyis r *xjai>ner did 
S*£an lof4 it'ovdjr the human r^ce* till out 
bfeqfed Saviour appeared • orf*earth. * At that 
time his tyranny feems to have arrived ^t its 
utmoft height, and to have extended to die 
bddres^s well as to the fouls of men, of both 
Which hd fopaetimes took abfolute poffejfioni 
as we fee in the hiftory of thofe unhappy per- 
fp&s mentioned in Scripture, whom we call 
Demoniacs, and who were truly laid to be 
fc*/.by the devil; It was therefore necef- 




* See fcrytirt's Antknt Mythology, vol. i. dt tpbhlairia.—k 
fcrpent wa* adored in iBgypt as an emblem of the divine na- 
ture ; and in CaAmere there were no lefs than 700 places 
where curved figures of fnakes were worfhipped. Mauricis 
Indian Jntiquitits, voL i. p» 291. ■ 'At Whydah, on thet3old 
Coaft, a (hake is the principal obje& of worlhip* See Svidtna 
in tht Slavi Trade. 

Vol- II. F fary, 
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fary, in order to accomplifli the complete Re- 
demption of mankind, to fubdue in the .firft 
place this their mod: formidable and deter- 
mined enertiy, to deftroy his power, to over- 
throw his kingdom, and to refciie all the Tons 
of men from that horrible and difgraceful ftate 
of flavery, in which he had long - held them 
enthralled. • Now to execute * work of fuch 
magnitude dnd fuch difficulty, Tome agent of 
Extraordinary rank, and extraordinary authority 
find power, was plainly neceflary,- Such a 
perfonage vfo£ oiir bleffed Lord V #ho there- 
fore fpontaneoufly undertbok, ind faccefsfully 
accbmplifhed, . this ihbft arduous chterpriz'e. 
The very firft preparatory ftep he took before 
he entered on his miniftry was, to eftablifh his 
fupcriority over this great enemy of the human 
race, which he did in that memorifelefcene of 
the temptation in the wildernefs. And through- 
out the- whole of his future life, there appears 
to have been a conftaht and open enmity and 
warfare between Chriil and Beelzebub, be- 
tween the Prince of this world and the Saviour 
of it, between the Powers of Darknefs and the 

» 

Spiritual Light of the' world, between the 
kingdom of Satan and the kingdom of Jefus. 

When 
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When all this is taken into.. coHflde^tion:, jt> 
will no lohger be t matter of fwptt2fe,,ihat the. 
eternal Son of God himfelf fhould condefcemi 
tojeomte among ufc*uj&y/arthy as -w$ *re pf fuch 
* diftin&ion. . For nothing left than his al-j 
mighty, power could .probably have vanquiihsd 
that dreadful adverfary we had to deal with, and 
whofe defeat and humiliation appear to have 
been eflent&lly neceflary to ourfalyation *..v 
:Xhere is rftill another confideratiqn which 
merits fome regard in this queftion. r; 

It is; I bejieve, generally taken for, granted^ 
that it wa§ for the human race alone that; 
ChriiL fuffered* and died t and we are then 
afked; with an air of triumph* . whether it be 
conceivable j or : i% , any degree credible, .that 
the eternal Son pf God fhould . fiibmit . to fo 
moch indignity and fo muckm^for the 
fallen, thq picked,, the: wretched .inhabitants 
of. this fmall globe of earthy which is as a 
grain of „ land to a mountain* a mere fpeck in 
the uniyerfe* when compared with that im- 
menfity .of worlds,? and fyilems ^f Worjds* 

• See johft xii. 31 ; xiv. 36; xvi. ti. 2 Co*, iv. ^ Bphef. 
fc 2 V vi. n* Col. 8. 15^" Thtoagh death; he de{&i>/edP 
" him that had tit* power of de^th ; that il, thf .dev&" Hefar. 
•-8;t+, 

fa 

— \:.:r 
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which the fagacity of a great' nibdern afteofio- 
lfcer'has dif&Jvfered in the boundlefs ifegions 
of fpace *• '■ : 

' But on what ground is it cohdo&d* that the 
benefits 6( : ChfiftY de«h ettiend no farthefr 
than to duffelves ? As well might we fiippofe* 
that the fun was placed in the firmament 
merely to illuminate and fco warm this earth 
that we inhabit. To the vulgar and the illi- 
terate, this a<9uaHy appears to be the cafe. 
But Philofbphy teaches us better things. It 
enlarges our contracted vfevtebf divine benefi- 
cence, and brings us acquainted with other 
planets and other worlds, which (hare with 
us the chearing influence and the vivifying 
warmth of that glorious luminary. Is it not 
then a- fair analogy to conclude, that the great 
Spiritual Light of the "world, the Fountain of 

r » 

life, arid' health, and joy to the foul, does not 
fcatter his bleflings over the crektion with a 
more Iparihg hand, and that the Sun crRigh-* 
teoufhefs rifes with healing in his wings to 
dther wders of beings befides ourfelves ? Nor 
<loe& thi$; .conclufion reft on analogy alone* 
It is evident from Scripture itfelf, that we are 
by no meafiS the only createres iii &e univerfe 

» # Br."Berf<icllv 

interefted 
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interefted in the facrifice of our Redeemer. 
We are exprefsly told, that as " by him were 
" all things created that are in heaven and 
" that are in earth, vifible and invHihle ; and 
* by bim all things confift : fo by him alio 
11 was God pleafed (having made peace through 
" the blood of his crofs) to reconcile all things 
" mto bimfelf, whether they be things in earth, 
" or things in heaven : that in the difpenfation * 
" of the fulnefs of times, he might gather to- 
" gether in one all things in Cbrijl, both which 
u are in heaven, and which are on earth, even 
" in bim ♦." 

From intimations fuch as thefe, it is highly 
probable, that in the great work of Redemp- 
tion, as well as of Creation, there is a vaft ftu- 
pendous plan of wifdom, of which we cannot 
at preferit fo much as conceive the whole 
compafs and extent. And if we could affift 
and improve the mental as we can the corpo- 
real fight; if we could magnify and bring 
nearer to us, by the help of inftruments, the 
great component parts of the fpiritual, as we 
do the, vaft bodies of the natural, world; there 
can be no doubt, that the refemblance and 
,*Mk>gy woulc} hold between them in this as 

• CqK i. 1 6. 20. Epb. i. to* 

p 3 & 
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it docs in many other well-known inftances ; 
and . that* a fcene of wonders would burft in 
upon us from the one, at leaft equal, if not 
fuperior, to thofe, which the united powers of 
aftronomy and of optics difclofe to us in the 
other. 

If this train of reafoning be juft, (and who 
is there that will undertake to fay, much more 
to prove, that it is not fo ?) if the Redemption 
wrought by Chrift extends to other worlds, 
perhaps many others befides our own ; if its 
virtues penetrate even into Heaven itfelf ; if 
it gather together all things in Chrift; who 
will then fay, that the dignity of the agient 
was difproportioned to the magnitude of the 
work ; and that it was not a fcene fufficiently 
. fplendid for the Son of God himfelf to appear 
upon, and to difplay the riches of his lovo, 
not only to the race of man, but to many 
other orders of intelligent beings ? 

Upon the whole, it is certainly unpardon- 
able in foch a creature as man, to judge of the 
fyftem of our Redetaptiop, from that - very 
fmall part of it which he now fees j to'reafon 
as if we ourfelves were the only petfofcs con- 
cerned in it, and on that ground to raife cavils, 
and difficulties, and obje&iohVarid reprefent 
;j the 
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the crofs ofChrift asfoolifhnefs, when* alas, 
it is we only that arc fboiifh ! 

There :ii)2yjj ridoubtediy.be. many other ways 
m which the. Redemption of man might have 
been effected. But this we are fure of, that 
the way in which it /> effe&cd, is the wifeft 
and {he beft, for this plain reafon, becaufe the 
wifefl &nd the beft of Beings has chofen it. 
Jt has been fhown, that even with our fhort- 
fighted faculties, and with our very imperfe£fc 
knowledge of the fubjedfc, we can difcover/S/w 
rcafons which might render this way of re- 
deeming : us preferable to any other *, and we 
have feen atfo, *hat it may have a. relation to 
other beings, whofe Ikuation and circum- 
ftances, if fgtjly ;a«d cJ^rly.made known to us, 
Would probably furptth us with ftill ftroftger 
reaibnfc to- admire- -and fbdojfe^thp wifdoni of 
Ged'sipfqpcedings towards hiforeatures,: But 
eyen? adfriif ttog> .that the bepsfits ,of • this ,taoft 
extraordinary ; difp* pffttiqn wJc^.Qbfigaeci to 
reach ? no farther thaa ^fefevvj^ld^^aelj; that 
Cfcrift r diefl • Solely: * c fpfclR hjw; { %nd for our 
Hi felyafi$rix<' Nyha£_fltl|$g fatj©nal'con,<?lufion 
cati be.drafarn from-thie fuppofition, than that 
WC ought to l?e .ip>prefled witfe a deeper and 

, '. F 4 a live* 
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a livelier fenfe of his unbounded goodnefs to 
the children of men f 

That the Son of God fhould feel fuch com- 
panion for the human race, as voluntarily to 
undertake the great, and arduous, and painful 4 
talk, of refcuing them from death, and fin* 
and mifery ; that for this pufpofe he fhould 
condefcend to quit the bofom of his Father, 
and the joys of heaven ; fhould diveft hhtafetf 
of the glojy that he had before the world be- 
gan ; fhould not only take upon himfelf the 
nature of man, but the form of a fervant j 
fhould fubmit to a low and indigent condition, 
to indignities, to injuries and infults, and at 
length to a difgraceful and excruciating death, 
is indeed a myftery. But it is a myftery of 
kindnefs and of merty ; it is, as the' apofUe 
truly calls it, " a love that pafieth know* 
+ ledge * 3" a degree of tenderasfs, pity, and 
Condefcenfion, to which we have neither words 
nor conceptions in any degree equal. It is im- 
poffible for' us, whenever we reflet upon it> 
not to cry out With the P&lmift, "Lord, what 
" is man that thoii itt mindful of him, and 
f* &tf «fbn 6f man thdt thou vifiteft him f" 

. - And 
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Aatfw&at effect- fobUld this reflection have 
upon 4mr hearts ? Should it difpofc us to join 
with the difputer of this world, in doubting 
and denying the wifcbm of the Almighty in 
the plan of our Redemption, and in quarreU 
Jing with the mean9 he has made ufe of to 
lave us, becaufe they appear to our weak un^ 
dcrfbndings ftrange and unaccountable ? -Shall 
the man who is finking Cinder a mortal difeafe, 
refufe the medicine which will infallibly re- 
ftote him, becaufe he is ignorant of the ingre- 
clients of which it is compofed ? Shall the 
criminal who is condemned to death, r^jeift 
the pardon that is unexpectedly ^ offered him, 
becaufe he cannot conceive in what manner 
and by what means it was obtained for him ? 
Shall we, who are all criminals in the fight 
of God, and are all actually (till redeemed by 
Chrift) under the fentence of death ; fhall we 
ftrifee back the arm that is gracioufly ftretched 
out to fave us, merely becaufe the mercy of-* 
fered to us is fb great; that we are unable to 
griip with our understanding the : whole ex^ 
tent of it ? Shall the very magnitude, in 
fhort, of the favour conferred upon us, be con* 
verted into an argument againft receiving it ; 
- \ -35 : • ■ ■■ an4 
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and ftall'We determine . not to be f^yed, be- 
pjjLufe <jod ehufes to : do it; -not in oirr way* bt*i 
his own,? . . . » ,. . 

TJiajt; in -this and in4fty\Othsr jaftftjegs J»$ 
ways are myiterious, and paft finding out* is 
undoubtedly true* But let it be remembered 
always^ that the myfteripuS part y§&te$; wly 
to what. hebus done, for us* what we have to 
jl<> (which is all that it concerns Us to know) is 
perfeSly clejaf ; iand IfotelligiWfr j: It j$* pqthfcig 
more than ; .this, that #e pf oftrajte x omtfejves 
with all huiftility befpre; the throne t>f gfa^e, 
and adpre the/gop4nef$ of our Maker in con-< 
fenting K on any terms, to extend his mercy to 
-W»i th,at we embrace, _ with gratitude and 
thgnkfi}lnpfs,.the great falvatipn offered to u$ 
by the : death of Chri/l, and e^ert our ptmoft 
^ijdeavpurs to render: ovirfelves capable pf 
Iharing.in t|i9 benefits- of that facfificfo by ful 7 
filing tbc ;;.conditfOij§, the only pondiiipnsi on 
jwlaiph we cap b$ a^pitted, Jo % par^fee pf it; 

.tfracig* .5' ]?y denyin^qngpdiipef^andv^prMy 
i\ luft^-a^drlivjijg fobe%, rightepjtfly, * ancj 
*tgj%;»^? pyefcnt Syofild*." i, ' lt , - ,• 
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COMMUTE wrfH YOUR OWN HEART, AND 
♦ IN Y01TR' CHAMBER, AND BE STILL.. 

* * * 

O cbmmune with otir own hearts is, in 
the language of Scripture/ to retreat 
from the world, and give ourlelves up to pri-» 
vate meditation and reflection. But as the 
fubjedts of our meditation fnay be very' diffe- 
rent, in order to know whkt khiddi felf-com- 
munion is here meant/ we : miift confider the 
purpofes' which the Pfalmift had in view. 
*Phefc purpofes are fpecified in the former parl{ 
of the : verfe," Stand in awe, and fin not;" to 
which is immediately fbbjoined, as the means 
fcf it#preffing' this facred awe upon the mind, 
** Commune with your own heart, and in your 
f -chamber, and be ftill.'- fiite ddign; there- 

fore 4 
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fore, of the felf-communion here recommend- 
ed is, to reftrain us from vice ; to cherifh and 
improve the feeds of virtue ; to give us leifure 
for examining into the ftate of our fouls; to 
ftamp upon our hearts a love for God and a 
reverence for his laws ; to make us, in (hort, 
" ftand in awe, and fin not." 

Such is the purport of the injundEHon in the 
text ; and a more important one it is not eafy 
to integine: it is, indeed, an eflentia} and in- 
difpenfeble requifite towards o\lt : well-b$ing, 
fcoth here and hereafter. For if we will never 
ftand ftill and conficter, how is it ppflible wq 
ihould ever go on well ? Yet, notwithftand- 
ing, the evident neceflity of reflexion to an in- 
telligent and accountable being, a very large 
p^rt of mankind fcem to have formed a refo- 
lution never to think at all. They take the 
utmoft pains* that, they may never experience 
the misfortupe of finding themfelves alone 
gnd flillj may never have a fingle . moment 
left for feripus recoljedtion. They plunge 
themfelves into vice; they diffipate themfdves 
in amufement ;. they entangle * themfelves 19 
bufinefe; they engage in, eager and endkfs 
purfuits after riches* honours, power, faqie^ 

every 
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every trifle, every Vanity that ftrifces their ima- 
gination; and to thefe things they gi^e- them-* 
(elves up> body and foul* without -ever oncte 
flopping to Confider What they are doing, arid 
where they ate going, and what the confer 
quence mnil be*<Jf all this.wfldnefs and foMyi 
In vain does- Reafcn itfelf fcmetimes frepreftat 
to -them, that if there reiHy be anther ftitfc 
of exigence, it is infanity never to concern 
ihem&lves about it : in vain dees God Com- 
mand them " to watch and pray, and to work 
» * * 

44 out their falvatipn withfear and trembling*" 
in vain does Religion call upon them to With- 
draw a little from the biify fcene ardufKlthemi 
to retire to their &Wn chamber/ to bte tlfta* 
quiet and ^ftill, to commune with their own 
hearts, to proftrate themfelves before God* td 
lament their fins, to acknowledge their wrefefe* 
ednefs, and entreat forgivenefs through ~th& 
merits of their Redeemer.: Agaifift all- thd* 
admonitions they fhut their ears, and hardeA 
their hearts ; and prefs forward With iitffejtfd 
gaiety in the courfe they ajre embarked * m> 
which they inffift upon to bfe the only wife tffik 
To that wifdom then, and the fruits of it, we 
CTuft leave, them, with our earneft prayers**) 

-* God, 
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God, that they may fee the things that. belong 
tp, their peace before *hey arfe for ever hid frpfti 
tfeeir eyes. By t- whatever may become, of this 
giddy unthinkiqg-(nujtittf de, wq, my brethren* 
who H e l?rpi>gh| hfcre by a fenfe. of duty, muft 
fee^ that if we hope either to upderftand thtf 
fluty,- or to fulfil it* we muft fometimep retire 
and think of it* .Even the tteft and gredteft 
fifjRSP* h* v ? &>nn4,thi$ felf- ooromunioft nfc* 
ceflary to preferve them from fip and errof * 
5ib9/royaJ Pfalmift more efpeqially, whof gavs 
u^the precept, enforced it powerfully by his 
oftti , example.,. Though noi one- was mora 
itilSfJtfre ;to .tiiej intrecefts ofLhk people* and 
gBQtl tgb^ernmfcnt. of . his kingdom > had . a 
grf»t# Yarfety of , weighty obj*<!3$ : ® ^ngag^hii 
l^qttghtsi, . raofe difficuldes .to. encpunter, of 
more temptations to. combat than.he; lyetha 
fieye* fufferpd either bufinefe, j^tef, or plea-* 
#Hrei fp entirely to poffefs his find, a$ to ex-* 
j?fed^;th.e, great oonporns, of. rRoJ^ion; but 
wherever pr however fituated, Jip found time 
to contfnune with himfelf; he frequently re* 
tired at mprning; and evening, arid noon-day* 
tQ rqvfew :his conduit, to e^jiriftie • into *Ije 
ftate of his' foul, and fcarch out ; his fpirits, to 
: •*. 4 blefe 
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blefirGod^for his paft mercies, or impfore h& 
future f>rotc<ftion. Thofe animated compac- 
tions he. has left lis. ttndcir the name of Pfalmsj 
arc, in general, nothing more than the fbrvent 
expreffions of his piety on thefe occasions, thb 

conversation? he held with his own heart. It 
is in thefe he qnbqfoms himfelf without re- 

ferve, and pours foith hisi whole foul , before 
God. , We,;trc ajinwt ted <into' t^ 
aflesi aiwhiee the mofl,fecret workings, of 
bfcrilupd.'. We fee:iwrii^ ; poffefied alterhately 
jyith r ,h|(>p^s^©d : fearp/;do0bt and; Sonfidence* 

A>ff9#<*fld jqjte- ^ift^t^d/byjtiijai&cwith 
^ < thp^.di^it|i|t / pKfl^as^i|{i ejnojjoas* vshteh 

jtjie d^nea^^fpeds of his,, foul, 09 the/moft 

careful J^yiew, : would naturally e^dt^.:- By 

» * 

tfcefe ^^tinted rptrqats v he prevented Aty 
prefumptuous fin, if nptfrom accidentally fur* 
prizing him, yet af le^ft'from getting the do- 
minion .over him 5' and though he fonftatimes 
ilipt, and- fqmetimes even fell, yet he iiiftantly 
jofe again, n>ore vigorous and alert to the dif- 
cbarge of his duty. , . • .., :\ . 

. But we have fhis pra&ice of felf-cpmrtur 
nion recompiended to us by a ftfll holier an4 

* 

brighter example! that of the blefiqd Jefus' 

himfelf. 
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himielfr The rature. f>f . his oufiaofc, hfcfecclj 
and the baundlefs benevolence, of his temper* 
peceflkrily led hkrij to mingle ia foclety $ ta 
Men to every call of .humanity; to. go about 
doing gdod, healiiig dtfea&s, reTi^w^g iflfecai- 
ties,, cowefting eta6ri* fdmbvrihg prejudices, 
forgiving fins, inculcating fcpentiidej* priori 
moting Ipictyv juiticcichaHty, peace, harmony* 
eourtely; e hearfklfceft> amongft men j croud- 
iqg, in Ihort, into thenarrow cothpaf* of Jhis 
miniftry, more afts. of humanity And -kindfie&t 
than the longeft life of ¥he moflr benefkerft 
man oft earth ever yet predttce& L Vfet, in thk 
aa;iVg T c6W?fe of life, itrt find him^d^aehtly 
breaking aWay ' frorii ihe crouds that -furroufctU 
ed him, and betaking himfelf 'tb ^nVaty afiA 
folitude. The defart, the mountain, ^nd 

the garden, were r fcenes which h& deemed t6 

* r * ' 

love,- and. ^ith which he took ail^ppofturii* 

ties of t^frefhing hrmfelf | j>ufchafiftg *hehi 

Ybmetimes even at the expence of nighft* 

watches,-when thetfay had been' Wholly, takfeti 

up in the offices of humanity, an&th^bufineft 

of his miffion; Here it was he (pent whole 

hours in pious contemplates ~arid ffefvent 

prayer^ in adoring the goocloeft ef God to 

mankind, 
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mankind j in expreffing, on his own part, thd 
utmoft fubmiflion to his divine will ; in re-* 
viewing the progrefs, and looking to the com-* 
pletion, of the great work he had undertaken ; 
in confirming his refolutionS, and ftrengthen- 
ing his foul againft the fevere trials he was td 
undergo in the pf ofecutioh of it. From thefe 
retreats, and thefe holy meditations* he came 
out again into public, not gloomy and languid, 
not difgufted with the world and difeontented 
with himielf, but with recruited fpirits, and a 
redoubled ardour of benevolence * prepared "to 
run again his wonted courfe, and to pour frefh 
benefits and mercies on. mankind. 

If then not only the pious author of thef 
text, but the divine Author of ourTaith him- 
felf, found retirement and recolle&ion neccf- 
&ry to the purpofes of a holy life, there can 
be little doubt of its ufe and importance to all 
ihat are defirous of treading in their fteps* But 
I (hall endeavour to fhew ftill more diftin&iy 
the advantages attending it, by laying before 
you the following confiderations ; confidera- 
tions, which the prefent holy feafbn *, fet apart 

* This Sermon was preached at St. James's Chapel on the 
irft day of Lent, Feb. 6, 1788* 
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for the pra&ice of this very duty, will, I hopej 
aflift in prefling home iipan <your hearts; 

I. In the firft place, i^ is a truth too nfrto-» 
rious to be denied, land too melancholy not to 
be lamented, that the objefts of fenfe, which 
here furround us> make a much deeper, impref- 
fion upon the mind than the oBjedts of ourr 
faith. And the reafon is plain. It is, becaufe 
the things that Are temporal zxzfzm ; aire per- 
petually foliciting our fenfes, and forcing them- 
{elves upon our obfervation; whilft the things 
that are eternal, merely becaufe they are not* 
feen, and therefore want the advantage of con- 
tinual importunity and felicitation,* have hut 
little influence upon our hearts. It is, there- 
fore,, the firft and moft obvious ufe of re- 
tirement, to take off our attention from the 
things of this world, and thereby to deftroy* 
for a time at leaft, their attractions. When 
they ceafe to be feen, or are feen only in ima-J 
gination, they lofe, in a great meafure, their 
dominion over us. We can then contemplate 
them in their real forms, ftript of that falfe 
glare with which they are apt to dazzle oue 
eyes and miflead our understandings. We then, 
plainly fee,, how little they caaboaft.of intrirw 

fie 



tic worth, how much they owe to the warmth 
of fancy, the tumult erf paffion^ the ardour of 
purfuit, and the hurry of the world; For as 
thefe caufes no longer operate in the ftillnefs 
of retirement, every charm that they beftowed 
drops off, and. vanishes with them ; the obje&s 
of our purfuit fhrink to their proper dimen- 

lions ; and we are amazed to fee them reduced 

« » 

in an inftant almoft to nothing, and fo little 
left of all that we gaied at with fo much ad-< 
miration* and followed with fo much eager- 
nefs. 

Hi If at the fame time that we recede from 
this woiid we turn our eyes upon the next, we 
{hall redp a "double advantage from our felf- 
communion. By frequently meditating on the 
concerns of eternity, we ftiall begin to per- 
ceive their reality* and at laft to feel their in- 
fluence. Spiritual meditations are at firft very 
irkfome and difagreeable, not becaufe they 
are unnatural, but becaufe they are unufuaL 
Give but the foul a little refpite, a moment's 
breathing, from the inceffant importunity of 
t cares and pleafures, and fhe will almoft natu- 
rally raife herfelf towards that heavenly coun- 
try, where (he hopes at laft to find reft and 
happinefs* Every faculty and powers 'both b£ 

G a ih« 
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the body and mind, are perfected by ufe ; ami 
it is by the fame means that the eye of faith is 
alfo ilrengthened, and taught to carry its views 
to the remotefl futurity. By degrees we fhall 
learn to allow for the diftaqces of Jpiritual, as 
we do every day for thofe of fenfible, obje&s ^ 
and, by long attention to their j;reatnefe, for 7 
get or difregard their remotenefs, and fee 
them in their full fize and proportion. A 
tafle for religious meditations will grow upon 
us every day; and, by conftant perfeverance, 
we fhall fo refine our fentiments and purify our 
affe&ions, as to become what the Scriptures 
Qd\\ fpiritually minded ; to live, as it were, out 
of the body $ and to walk by faith as fteadily 
and as furely as we ufed to do by fight. 

III. Nothing is fo apt to wear off that re~ 
verence for virtue, and abhorrence ©f vice^ 
with which all well-principled men enter into 
the world, as a conftant commerce, with the 
world. If we have had the happinefs of a good 
education, our firft judgments of men and 
things are generally right. Wei deteft all aj>- 
pearance of bafenefs, artifice, and hypocrify : 
•we love every thing'that is fair, open, honeft, 
and generous. But how feldom does it hap- 
pen, that we carry thefe fentiments along with 



SE RMON IV. > 85 

Mi, and aft in conformity to them, through 
life. How feldoni does it happen, that we 
are proof againft the freedom of converfation, 
or the contagion of example, which infenfibly 
corrupt the Simplicity of our hearts, and diftort 
the uprightnefs of our opinions. We are 
aware, perhaps,' of the open attacks upon our 
virtue, which every one may fee, .and guard 
againft, if he pleafes 5 but it is not every one 
that fees thoie more fccret enemies, that are 
perpetually at work, undermining his integrity. 
It is fcarce poffible to be always with the mul- 
titude, without falling in with it6 fentiments, 
aad fallowing it to do^evil, though we never ' 
intended it. . The croud carries us involunta- 
rily forward, without our feeming to take one" 
ftep ourfelves in the way that they are going. 
We learn, by degrees, to think with lefs ab- 
horrence on what we fee jevery day pradtifed : 
and applauded. We learn to look on bad ex- 
amples with complacency ; and it is but too 
cafy a tranfition* from feeing vice without. 
difguft, to pra&ifing it without remorfe* We 
quickly find out the a<9: of accommodating our 
duty to our , interefts, and making our opinions 
knd to our inclinations. We lofe fight of the 

G 3 honejft 
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hpneft notions we flrft fet out with, .and adopt 
others more pliant in their ftead. The iflues of 
life thus corrupted, the infe&tonifoori fpread*, 
itfelf to our: actions* * We .are enflaved by ha-? 
bits, without feeling the chain thrown oyer us ? , 
£nd become guilty of crimes, which we once 
could net think of without fhuddering. It is, 
therefore, of ths laft confequence* to ftep afidc 
foms times from: the. world, in ocden to, com- 
pare .our prefent way of thinking and acting 
with, our paflrj.to' try and fift ourfelves: tho- 
roughly ; * to fearch outpour fpirits, and feck 
f c the very ground of our hearts j to prove and 
i*« examine our. thoughts ; to Jpok well, cx- 
"-tremely well, if there be- any way of wick-? 
*tednef$ in u$ ; " that, if" there be,, we may pava 
ff.frdtn it into the way everlafting/ 1 ' 

IV. As by .frequently converfing with a< 
man, we may gain & tolerable infight into his . 
truq; temper and difpofition ; fo a« repeated 
potnmpnion with pur own hearts, brings us - 
intimately and entirely acquainted with them $ 
jdifcovers to us their weak fides* their- leading 
propenfities, and ruling foibles. It lays open 
to us all their windings and recefles, their 
frauds and fubtleties; W^ penetrate through 

the 
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tihe thin covering of their fair pretences, into 
their real motives. We fee, that in moft cafes 
it is hazardous to indulge their fuggeftions toa 
«frly and too often : we fee, that one compli- 
ance bnfy pavfcs the way for a fecond, till wc 
have it no longer in our power to refufe their 
folicitatiorts* Hence we learti to be jealous of 
their encroachments, and to fufped their moft 
fpecious propo&h* We keep a ftrift eye over 
all their motifcns, and guard every iflfue of life 
with the titmoft diligence. By tracing the 
jirogrefs of our paffions on former occafions, : 
and obferving the fatal mifchiefs that followed 
from fufferiflgr them to gain the afcendancy 
over us, we fliall learn the proper art of • ma- * 
aaging and fubduing them ; we fhall acquire 
that extremely Jieceflary feience of felf-go- 
vernment, thofe admirable habits of prudence* 
and circumfpedtion, which, however by fome 
men negle&ed and defpifed, we fhall find to be 
exceedingly conducive to right conduct and 
real happinefs. Without thus reflecting ori 
our paft mifcarriages, and enquiring into their 
caafevwe muff for ever fall into the fame mis- 
takes,, be deceived by the fame appearances, 
fittpnzed- by. the fame artifices, and lofe the 

G 4 only 
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only confolation (poor as it is) which our paft 
follies and tranfgrefiions can afford us, expe~* 
rience, 

Such are the more general ufes of religious 
retirement and reflexion ; but they will have 
Wore peculiar advantages, according to the 
particular fituation that we arc placed in* 

Jf Providence has caft our lot in a fair, 
groqnsl, hgs given us a goodly heritage, and 
blefled us with a large proportion . .of everjr 
thing that is held rjioft valuable in this world, 
ysyik, power, wealth, beauty, health, and 
ftrength ; though we may then, perhaps, be 
If fs difpofed) yet have we more occajion for felf- 
communiqji than ever. Reflexion will, at that 
time, be particularly needful, to check the ex- 
travagance of pur joy ; to preferye us from va^ 
jjity and felf-cpnceit > to keep our pampered 
appetites in fubje&ion ; tq guard us from the 
4angers pf profperity and the temptations of 
luxury, from diflipatipn and debauchery, from 
pride and infolence, from that wanton cruelty 
and incredible hardnefs of heart, which high 
fpirits and uninterrupted happinefs too often 
produce. Inftead of thefe wild excefles, reli-r 
gjojis jneditafion will {urn the ovt^flowings of 
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oor gladncfs into their proper channels, into 
praifes and thankfgivings to the gracious Au- 
thor of our happinefs, and a liberal communi- 
cation to others of the bleffings we enjoy j 
which are the only proper exprcffions of our 
thankfulnefs, and the only fuitable return for 
fuch diftinguifhing marks of the divine fa- 
vour. 

If, on the contrary, we are opprefled with a. 
multitude of forrows, with poverty or difeafe r 
with lofles and difappointments, the perfec- 
tion of enemies, or the unkindnefs of friends, 
it is to retirement we muft fly for confolation, 
not to indulge ourfelves in the fullen fatisfac- 
tion of a fecret melancholy, much lefs to vent 
the bitternefs of our heart in frantic exclama^'* 
tions, and indecent reflexions' on the difpenfa- 
tk>ns of Providence; but, after pouring out 
our fouls before God, to go at once to.lhe bot- 
toflfi of i he evil, to fcarch for the caufes of our 
-affliction where they are too often, alas ! to be 
found, but where we very feldom thinkrof look- 
ing for them, in the follies and mifcarriages 
©f our own conduit. And if we are £o happy 
3s to difcover, and fo wife as to corredt, them, 
yr? tf13.ll f hen have fulfilled the end which the£b 

forrows 
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ferrbws were probably defigned to anfwer ? and 
*-' it will be even good for us to have been ii* 
44 troubled 

^ How abfolutely neceflkiy-recolfefiion' is to 
thofe who are immerfed :in vice,: is- too obvious 
to be infifted on; If, indeed, they hiave caft off 
all thoughts of Religion, ancj are determined to 
fin on to the laft, they are then in the right of 
it to avoid' Ats felf-comnyunion, and to decline 
all conversation with a friend that might tell 
them very difagreeabfe truths* Their only 
bufinefs is then, not to encourage, but to ftifle; 
teflexionj and' after forgettiiig their Maker, 
and every thing they ought to remember, to 
fbrgetr themfelves too, if they can. But if 
they are touched with a fenfe of their danger, 
and a defire of amendment, their firft ftep id 
certainly to retire and recollect tKemfelvef . 
THs, indeed,, in general, is all that is neceflaiy* 
** I called mine own ways to remembrance/* 
&ys David ; and immediately adds, as an al- 
jnoft neceflary confequence, and u turned my 
€€ feet unto thy teftimopies." « I made hafte, 
** and prolonged not the time to keep thy Com- 
ff mandments;" This mufcever be the refult 
cf a ferious deliberation. The truths of Re* 

ligion, 
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iigiofii more efpcciaily of the Chriflian" Reli- 
gion, are fo clear and convincing ; the contrail 

* 

between vice and virtue, good and evil, fo 
ftriking i the difproportion between a moment 
qf pleafure and an eternity of pain, fo glaring* 
and undeniable ; that they want nothing more* 
than confideration to give them their proper 
Weighty infomueh, that to think is to believe 
and to be faved. 

To fuch as are already entered on the paths 
of virtue, but are yet at a great diftance from: 
ChrifHan perfe&ion, it will be highly ufeful ta 
ftop fometimes, and confider what they have, 
already done, and what they have ftiU to do ; 
fpnjejiijjes to prevent defpair, by looking back 
on thp dangers they have paft, and fqmetimesv 
to excite vigilance, by looking forwards ta; 
thqfe before . them ; to renew, from time ta 
time ? their petitions to the Throne of Grace* 
for that fuccour and afiiftanee. which is fo ne~ 
jpeflkry to fupport them ; and, above all, to re~ 
frefh their hopes and invigorate their refolu- 
tions, by frequently looking up to that crown 
<of glory, which will fo amply recompence all 
their labours, ; . 

Nor does even the higheft degree of perfec- 
tion that human nature can arrive at, place a 

roan 
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man above the neceffity of calling his ways to 
remembrance. Nay, perhaps, recolledion is 
then peculiarly neceflary, becaufe We are apt 
to think it kaft fo. : « Let him that thiaketh he 
€ * ftands, take heed left lie fall.- No fooner do 
we Jufpofe ourfelves out of the reach of dan- 
ger, than we ceafe to be : fo. : It becomes us, 
therefore, to be jealous of our very virtues, and 
to let our vigilance and circumfpe&ion keep 
pace with our improvements. Our condition 
in this life is reprefentedin Scripture as a con- 
tinual warfare ; and we have a very fabtle ad- 
versary to deal with, who is always upon 
the watch to take advantage of our fecurity, 
The good foldier of Chrift i therefore, will life 
the fame caution in his-fpiritual as he <vould 
in a temporal warfare $ he will obf6rve the 
fame difcipline after a victory* as when-foccefs 
was dubious $ for no ftratagem has been fo 
often pra&ifed, and has fo often fucceeded, as 
that of furprizing a victorious, and therefore 
unguarded, enemy. 

It muft be obferved too, that virtue as .well 
as knowledge is progreflive, and if we do not 
gain ground, we lofe it. There is always fome 
perfedipn to be acquired, or fome imper fe&ion 

'to 
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to be amended. If we are not constantly 
Strengthening the: barriers oppofed to our paf T 
fions, by fhccefiivcly accumulating one good 
principle upon another, they will .grow weaker 
every day, and expofe us to the hazard of fome 
fudden and violent overthrow. It is aftoniflb- 
ing how much the.vety beft : men find to do, 
even when they are regular and punctual in 
reviewing their conduct; how many errors 
they have to redtify, how many bpiiffions to 
iupply, how many exceffes to retrench, how 
many growing defires to controul. The more 
frequently they do this, the more they will fee 
the neeeffity and feel the advantage of it. They 
will have the pleafure too of obferving, how 
much they increafe in goodnefs and grow in 
grape* and this will animate them to ftill higher 
attainments. They will never think them- 
felves fufficiently advanced in holinefs; but 
" forgetting thofe things that are behind, and 
49 reaching forth to thofe things that> are be- 
" fore, they will go on from ftrength to 
" ftrength, and prefs forward towards the 
" mark, to the prize of the high calling of 
" GodinChrift Jefus*." 

. • Phil. iii, \i % Pfilmlxxxiv. 7. 

Univerfally, 
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Univerfally, therefore, to every pcrfon* irf 
every condition of life, in evety ftage of Jbi* 
fpiritual progrefs, frfequent s&xjp-coMMuszotf 
is an indifpenfable duty. Ifwe are accountable 
beings, and that we are, not only the Sacred 
Writings declare* but our faculties, our feel- 
ings, our confeiences, irrefiftibly prove to us * 
if we cannot, without the ucmoft hazard, go 
on at random, as appetite prompts or accident 
leads us ; if every ftep we take in our moral 
conduct muft bring us Bearer to heaven or to 
hell ; furely it behoves us to call our ways 
ferioufly and frequently to remembrance; to 
confider them with the utmoft care and chv 
cumfpe&ion, and obferve where they termi- 
nate, and to what point they will carry us. 
Should we find ourfelves in the right way, we 
{hall have the fatisfa&ion of going on in the 
confeioufhefs of being right, and of afting well 
tipon principle. Should we have departed 
•widely from the path of our duty, it willbfe 
high time for us to Return, to it, left we. go too 
far to retreat, and ru(h thijughtlefsiy forward 
imto irretrievable deftru&ion. If we have de- 
viated but flightly, we (hall prevent this de- 
viation from growing infenfibly wider, and 

regain 
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legativ the ground: wc hare lpft with little 
trouble or paicu In: many dungs, we offend 
all, even the y«rj? feeft of us ; and it is far more 
wife and prudent to find out thefe offences by 
refexfon, and to correct them, by fuitable refo- 
lutions, than to let them accumulate by ntfr~ 
led, till fome fatal mifchief awake us to a 
feafe of oiir duty, or the ftroke of death render 
it no longer practicable. This /ingle confix 
deration, the poflibility of being Called* $vea 
ttehcilthieftiand the youngeft of us, fuddenly 
and unexpectedly called, to give an. account ftf 
ourfdy es to God, before we have properly fet- 
tled that account is of itfctf renough to makfc 
us refied on our condition, an$ to do it al£* 
without delay* We fee almfcft every day of 
our lives the* ©oft; (hiking and affe&ing in-. 
(fences of our precarious condition. We fee 
our friends and. neighbours Suddenly fnatche^ 
away from us, at a time when we (perhaps 
they too) leaft eypedted it. We fee multi-* 
tudesof others drop around us, one -by one* 
till we are left almoft alone in a wide world* 
deferted by all thofe whom we mpft intimately 
knew and efteemed. Yet all this feems t<* 
make little or no impreffion upon us* Wc 
follow our acquaintances to the grave; w& 

drop* 
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drop, perhaps, a few parting unavailing tears? 
over them, and then return again to the cares, 
the pleafures> the follies and the vices, of the 
world, with as much eagerriefs and alacrity, 
as if nothing at all had happened that in the 
leaft concerned ourfelves ; as if there was not 
the leaft chance or poffibility, that the danger, 
which we fee fo near us, ftiould at laft come 
home to us* But, furely, thefe convincing, 
thefe alarming proofs of our mortality, ought 
to have a little more effeft on our hearts. 
When we fee thoufands fall iiefide us, and ten 
thoufands at our right hand, we ought to re- 
flect, that our turn may, perhaps, be next/ that, 
at the very beft, We have no time to lofe, and 
that it highly behoves us to call -our ways im- 
mediately to remembrance ; to make hafte, 
(for death will not wait for us) to make hafte, 
and prolong not the time, to keep God's com- 
mandments, When, in fhort, we confider the 
extreme uncertainty of life, and the ahfolute 
certainty of appearing before our Judge in the 
very fame Jftate in which that life is taken 
away from us, with .all our fins and all our in- 
firmities to anfwer for, we can never confent 
to truft our all on fo precarious a bottom, nor 
toletourmoft important concerns lie at the 

piercy 
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mercy of every accident that may befal us* 
The lofs of a year, the lofs of a diy, may be 
the lofs of heaven : " thou fool, this night 
" ihall thy foul be required of thee." This 
Was faid for our admonition : and if, under 
this apprehenfion, we can calmly lay curfelves- 
down to fleep, without reviewing our conduit, 
Or preparing ourfelves to wake, as we may do, 
in another world, it is in vain to ufc any fur- 
ther exhortations. If an argument fo plain* 
fo fimple, fo forcible, has no influence upon 
our minds, Reafon and Religion can do no- 
thing more for us ; our obftinacy is incurable* 
our danger inexpreflible* 

From that danger, may God of his infinite 
mercy preferve us all, through Jefus Chrif^ 
*ur Lord* 
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SERMON V, 



i Sam* xiii. 14* 




THE LORD HATH SOUGHT HIM A MA» 
AFTER HIS OWN HEART, AND . THE 
LORD HATH COMMANDED HIM TO Bl 
CAPTAIN OVER HIS PEOPLE* 



* ' 1 ^HEltE is no need to inform you, that 

X the perfon fpofcen of in tHefe words 

is David king of Ifrael; The appellation of 

'THE MAN AFTER God's OWN HEART, is 

4 well-known difiin&ion, which having ne- 

* This ferhion was originally written and preached before 
the troivfcrfity of Cambridge, in the year 1761; in anfwer to a 
profane and licentious pamphlet, which had its day of celebrity 
-and a^plaufe among a certain clafs of readers ; but is now, as it 
deferred to be, and as is the ufual fate of fttch produ&ionfc en- 
tirely forgot; Thofe parts of the fermon, therefore, which had 
a more immediate reference to that publication, are now omitted; 
and the Whole is rendered left polemical and more practical, 
and df courfe, it is hoped, more generally ufefuL 
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ver been exprefsly beftowed on any other, has, 
by long ufage, been appropriated folely to him*. 
The reafon of his being fo diftinguif hed, is ge- 
nerally prefumed to be the excellence of his 
moral conduct : becaufe a God, who is of purer 
eyes than to behold iniquity, can never be fup- 
pofed to delight in it ; which it is thought 
rnuft be the cafe, if the man after his own heart 
was in any degree an immoral man. On 
the ftrength of this fuppofition, fome mif* 
taken friends of Religion, in order to vindicate 
God's choice, have thought it neceflary to 
prove David's private chara&er perfe<ftly un- 
exceptionable; and fome inveterate enemies of 
Religion, in order to ftigmatize that choice, 
have taken no lefs pains to make him appear 
compleatly deteftable. But both the one and 
the other feem to me to have mHtaken the cafe, 
and mifapplied their labour. It was not, I 
conceive, fojr the unblemished fan&ity of his 
life, but for reafons of a very different nature, 
that king David was diftinguifhed by the ho- 
nourable title affigned to him in the text. 

It is, I believe, univerfally allowed, that thei, 
chief defign of God in feparating the Jewifhi 

* Yet appellations of nearly the feme import have bee | 
pplied: othffs. Sep below, p, 102, 3, 4, fcc* 
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nation from the reft of mankind, was to per- 
petuate the knowledge of himfelf by means 
of this peculiar people, and to preferve the 
worfliip of the one true God amidft an ido- 
latrous world. This was the grand founda*-" 
tion of the whole Jewifh polity ; the main 
purport of their laws $ the principle of all 
God's dealings towards them. Whoever, 
therefore, exerted himfelf vigoroufly and ef* 
fe&ually in promoting this great end of the 
Jewifh theocracy, might, with the ftri&eft 
propriety, be called a man after God's own 
heart ; becaufe he a&ed in conformity to the 
main purpofe of God's heart: he did the very 
thing that God wanted to have done ; he for- 
warded the grand defign that he had in view* 
Now this was precifely the charadter of 
David, the diftinguiihing excellence pf hi* 
life, He was a fincere and hearty lover of 
his country, a zealous obferver of its laws, 
in oppofition to all idolatry, from which he 
ever kept himfelf and his people at the ut- 
moft diftance *. It was not, therefore, on : 
account of his private virtues, but his public 
condtttt} not for a fpotlefs purity of manners* 

* See Lt Ckrc on Afts xiii. 22 ; Patrick on l Kings xv. 3. 5. 
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but for his abhorrence of idolatry, and his 
ftri& adherence to the civil and religious* 
laws of his country, that David was honoured 
with the name of the man after God's own 
heart -f\ If any Chriftian writers have fup- 
pofed that this title was the mark of moral 
ferfeSHon, and in confequence of that have 
exalted David's character into £ ftandard of 
virtue, they have, with a very good meaning 
perhaps, done a very injudicious thing. The 
explanation here given feems moft agreeable 
to the language of the Scriptures, to the ge- 
neral tepour of David's conduct, to the na-? 

* One remarkable . inftanc e of Pavid's fcrupulous obferv- 
imce of the law, in punctually complying with the prohibition 
given in Dent. xvii. 16, againft the ufe of cavalry in war, fee 
in Bifliop Sherlock on Prophecy, DiflV 4. p. 370-T3751 
And perhaps his invariable obedience to this important law* 
« which was to be a {landing trial of prince and people, whethe r 
«'they had truft and confidence in God their deliverer/' might 
contribute not a little towards procuring him this fo much en« 
vied dUtin&ion. 

» f It is certain, that Abraham was called the fiiendo? 
God, (a diftin&ion no lefs remarkable than king David's) 
for the reafons here affigned; for his adhering to the belief and 
woiftrip of the one tree God, in oppofition to the idolatrous na- 
tions amongft whom he lived. Bee CJarfce's fermons, vol. it, 
Difc. 38. p. 50. Dublin edition, 175 1, and Le Clerc on Gen, 
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tare of the Jewifh difpenfation, and the inten- 
tions of its Divine Author. 

Tp what has been urged in favour of this 
interpretation, by a very eminent writer*, may 
be added ; that though David is in this fingle 
paflage called a man after God's own heart ; 
yet it is afterwards only faid of Him, in com- 
mon with feveral other Kings, that he u did 
that which was right in, the eyes of the 
Lord *j* y y which expreflion feems intended 
to convey, and indeed naturally does convey, 
the fame meaning as the other. For it will 
not be eafy to point out a difference betwixt 
afting " according to any one's heart," and 
doing that which " is right in his eyes." 
By determining therefore the Signification of 
this phrafe, we (hall arrive at the true value 
of that made ufe of in the text. Now the 
expreflion of " doing that which is right in 
u the eyes of the Lord," is conftantly and uni- 
formly applied to thofe, who were eminent not 
fo much for their virtues in a private, as their 
zeal in a regal, capacity ; for their averfibn to 
idolatry, and fcrupulpus obfervance of the law, 

* See Divine Legation of Mofes, vol. Hi. b. 4. f. 6. p, 554. 
3d edit.- 
f 1 Kings xv. 5. 
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Thus, when it is faid of Ala*, that he did that 
which was € * good $nd right hi the eyes of the 

* Lord y % the reafon aligned for it is, * be- 
" caufe he took away the altars of the ftrangc 
" gods, and the high places, and brake down 
*' the images, and cut down the groves ; and 

* commanded Judah to feek the Lord God of 

* their fathers, and to do the law and the 

* commandment/' fcjot a word of his mora} 
character, though from his doing that which 
was not only right but good, one might na» 
turally have expe&ed it t Again, when wo 
are told that Solomon's heart was not perfeft 
with the Lord his God $ that he went not 
fully after the Lord as did David his father j 

the prpof alje4ged is, that his wives $urne4 
away his heart after other gods •{% Whence 
it evidently appears, that the perfeStion of 
David's heart confifted principally in his in-? 
violable attachment to the worfliip of the 
true God, from which he never deviated or 
turned afide, * f either tp the right hand or to 
f< the left." 

If this explanation be, as it appears to be^ 
confofmable tp truth and Scripture, the fpl? 

t i Chron. xiv. 2, 3, 4. f 1 Kings xi. 4, 
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lowing very ufeful confequences do naturally 
^d immediately flow from it, 

I. That, in order to vindicate God's choice 
©f * a man after his own heart," or the truth 
of the Scriptures in relating it, there is no ne«* 
ceffity to prove his moral conduct faiiltlefs 9 
or to obviate all the accufationp which have 
been brought againft him $ becaufe this choice 
having proceeded on other principles, his pri- 
vate cpndudt is foreign to the queftion* t 
- II, That we cannot draw conclufions in 
favour of any crime, fo as to juftify it in our> 
felves, from its having been committed by " a, 
*' man after God's own heart," $ceaufe, 
though his conformity to the divine will in 

* It has been ohferved, that David's moral charafter feenw 
to be pronounced feultlefs, (i Kings xv. 5.) except in the mat? 
ter of Uriah* We reply, that the Scripture in this {as i* 
many other places) mull neceflarily be underflood toipeakonrjr 
Jn general; intimating, that King David's condudl was, in the 
main* good and right, and though he might be guilty of other 
faults, yet none of them were fo grofs and enormous, fo diredl/ 
repugnant to the exfrefi corqmands of God, as this ; and {here* 
fore not fo neceflary to be pointed out, and particularly diftin- 
guifhed. Whoever is well acquainted with the Scripture 
phrafeology muft allow* that it not only admits, but perpetually 
fequ}resj fuch reftri&ions as this. See Matth, v. 48. a&4 
Clarke's Sermons, vol, v. p. 61 • and vol. ii. p. 40^ Public 
edition, 8vo. 1751* 
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feme very material inftances, did juftly entitle 
him to that appellation ; yet every vicious ex- 
cefs was in him, (as it muft be in every human 
creature) the objeft of God's utter deteftation, 
and very often too of his fevereft vengeance. 

III. That they who have taken fo much 
pains to ridicule and vilify the character of 
David, with a view of wounding the autho- 
rity of the Scriptures through his fides, have 
only {hewn their malevolence, without effe<3> 
ing their purpofe. Becaufe their whole rea- 
ligning being founded on a prefumption, that 
David, was feledted by God, on account of 
fome peculiar moral excellency ; this founda- 
tion being withdrawn, the whole fuperftruc- 
ture of cavils and calumnies raifed upon it, fajls 
entirely to the ground. 

Let it not, however, be inferred from any 
thing here laid, that king David's chara&er 
Ought, by any means, to be viewed in that 
odious light in which thefe wriers have endea- 
voured to place it. For although it muft be con* 
feffed, that his moral condutt is fer frpm being 
irreproachable j yet it is no lefs true, that (ex- 
cepting thefe known and acknowledged crimes, 
^hich no one pretends to palliate or deny,, and 

which 
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which he himfclf deplored with the deepeft 
penitence and contrition) every ftain which has 
with fo much malevolent induftry been thrown, 
upon his name, may be, to a great degree, 
if not compleatly, done away. It is not my 
defign to enter here into a particular confuta-, 
tion of all the calumnies and accufations which 
have been brought againft him. It would not 
be fuitable to the nature; or reducible to 
the ufual bounds of ,a difcourfe of this kind* 
But as the heavieft, and, indeed, the only plau- 
fible charge, which has been urged, not only 
againft David, bijt the whole Jewiih nation, 
is' that of cruplty ; a charge, which, without 
any pf thofe exaggerations it has received, js of 
itfeEF apt to toake the deepeft impreffions on 
the hoijefteft minds ; for. thefe reafons, I ftiail 
fuggeft a few confiderations in regard to this 
particular $ Which may ferve to put the un- 
wary a little upon their guard, to. remove all 
unneceflary and invidious aggravations, and 
account, in fome meafure, for what, perhaps, 
Can neither be wholly juftified nor excufed. 

We who live in thefe enlightened and po- 
liced times, when our manners are foftened 
\>y the liberal arts, and our fouls humanized 
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by the benevolent fpirit of Chriftianity, affr 
ihocked beyond meafure at many things, which, 
in the ruder ages of antiquity, were not looked 
upon with fo much abhorrence as they deferve. 
We cannot help bringing thofe tranfo&ons 
home to ourfelves, referring them to our own 
age and nation, fuppofing them to be done un- 
der the fame advantages which we at prefent 
enjoy, and confequcntly as involving the fame 
degree of guilt that we ourfelves fhould incur 
by the commiffion of the fame crimes. But 
though this is a very natural, it is by no means 
$m equitable, way of judging. In deciding on 
the merit or demerit of any men, or fociety of 
men, in a remote period, we ought certainly to 
take into confideration the general character of 
the times in which they lived, the peculiar 5 
modes of thinking, and rules of acting, which 
then prevailed. If we apply this obfervation 
to king David, we fhall find, that he lived 
in an age when the world was funk in igno- 
rance and barbarity ; when men were divided 
into a number of petty kingdoms, and fmall 
communities ; when they fhut themfelves up 
in " fenced cities," and feldom went out of 
them but to fight with their neighbours ; for 

every 
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every neighbour was of courfe an enemy *. 
Scarce any other art was then known but the 
art of war, which confifted in deftroying 4s 
many as they poflibly could, and enflaving the 
reft. In fuch a ftate of things it mull necef- 
farily follow, that men familiarized to blood, 
and trained up to llaughter, would become in- 
fenfibly fteeled againft the impreffions of hu- 
inanity, and contract a habit of cruelty, which 
would gire a tinge to the whole current of 
their lives, impart .even to the face of. peace 
itfelf too fanguiae a complexion, and difcolour 
the whole intercourfe of civil, focial, and do* 
meftic offices. We are not then to wonder, 
that die Jews themfelves were infected with 
this epidemical ferocity of manners. We are 
not to charge them with more than their 
(hare of the common guilt, we arq not to re- 
present them as a people diftingui/bed by their 
cruelty, but as constituting a confident part of 
a barbarous world. 

It may be thought, perhaps, that though 
this way of reafoning is to be admitted in ge- 
neral, yet it has not the fame force in regard 

• The ftatc o£ oar own kingdom under the Saxon heptar- 
<ky# IDty»~ perhtpi, girc nsfetne faint idea of the barbarity of 
#£ kingdoms is the early age* of the world. 
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to the Jews as when applied to any other na* 
tion ; becaufe they being God's chofen and pe* 
culiar people, ought to be found fuperior iii 
benevolence, as well as every other virtue, to 
the reft of mankind. But it rtitift cVer be re* 
membered, (what God himfelf frequently de- 
clares*,) that it was not for their " own fakes," 
for their " own rightcoufnefsj" that they were 
chofen, but (as in the particular cafe of king 
David above ftated) for other reafons ; for 
preferving the knowledge, and promoting the 
worfhip, of the one true God ; for manifesting 
his divine power in working miracles, and fof 
executing his judgments on thofe inlpenitent 
nations, whofe enormous wickednefs was then 
ripe for vengeance. The moral goodnefs there* 
fore of the Jews being no peculiar bbjedt of 
God's choice, we are not on that account 
merely to expedt from them any uncommon 
degrees of virtue, or any exemption from the 
reigning vices of their age, ;*' •' 

Nay, fo little reafbn have we to expe£fc any 
extraordinary inftances of humanity from the 
peculiarity of their circumftahces, that this 
. very peculiarity might, without great care and 
circumfpe&ion, have been apt to give an uri* 

* Deut. $x« 4, j^ 
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favourable turn to their difpofition. The dis- 
tinction bellowed upon them, though not in 
reality for their own merit, yet in preference 
to the reft of the world, was not unlikely to 
infpirc diem with too high an opinion of them* 
felves, and too contemptible a one" of others. 
Their exclufion from a free and general inter- 
courfe with the furrounding nations, (though 
abfolutely neceflary for the mod important 
purpofes) might, however, tend to contraft 
their notions and confine their benevolence* 
That extreme abhorrence in which they very 
juftly held the vices of their neighbours, might 
fometimes exceed the bounds of virtuous in- 
dignation : and that tinhappy, though necef* 
fary, talk impofed upon them, of deftroying 
the finful nations of Canaan, might too eafily . 
lead them to tranfgrefs the laws of humanity 
on lef6 juftifiable occafions. If, under thefe 
circumftances, the Jews were not more inhu- 
man than their neighbours, they certainly de- 
fervefome praife ; if they were, there are, you 
fee, many mitigating pleas in their favour; 
and the blame will not reft, either dn the tern- 
per of the people, or the temper of their re- 
ligion. * 

3 .It 
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It has, J know, been frequently atferte4 
that the cruelty of the Jews exceeded that of 
any other people, not only of their own times* 
but in any age of the world. This, however, 
has been much more confidently advanced 
than clearly proved. From what little we can 
learn of the nations cotemporary with the 
Jews, in the early periods of their hiftory, there 
is not the leaft reafon to imagine, that they 
were of a more merciful difpofition ; and if 
we hear lefs of their cruelty, it is becaufe we 
know lefs of their hiftory *• What renders 
this extremely probable is, that in much later 
ages, when the minds of , men were greatly fof- 
4ened and fubducd by the improvements of 
civil life, we. meet with much lefs real, though 
more oftentatious, humanity than amongft the 
Jews ; and I believe there are very few here, 
whofe recollection will not readily fupply them 
with repeated inftances of cruelty, in the moft 
flourifhing periods of the moft civilized Hea- 
thens, which far furpafs any that can be pro- 

* From the horrid cuftom which we know prevailed amongft 
the Canaanites of facrificing their children to their idols, w* 
may rationally prefume, that the Jews were much outdone m 
afti of barbarity by their neighbour** 

ducci 
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duced from the moft fanguinary tranfe&ions of 
the Jewifli people *. 

Whatever were the inhumanities of the 
Ifraelites, they had not, however, that aggra- 
vation, with which thofe of the Pagans were 
frequently attended, that of being exercifed on 
their own countrymen, their moft fkithful de- 
pendents, their neareft relations, and deareft 
friends. The proofs of their cruelty are prin- 
cipally, if not wholly, taken from their treat- 
ment of the idolatrous nations around them. 
But when we reflect, that the laws of nature, 
and the rights of ' nations, were not then fo 

• Several acls of cruelty which have beeti afcribed to King 
I)avid and the Jewifiv people, appear, on a more accurate ex- 
amination, to have been grounded on an incorrett franflation of 
particular paflages of the Old Teflament. Thus it is faid, 
2 Sam. xir. 31. that when Rabbah (the capital city of the Am- 
jaonbps) was taken, " David brought forth the people that 
u were therein, and put them under faws and. under harrows of 
cc iron, and under axes of iron, and made them pafs through 
u the brick-kilns." Hence it is inferred, that he put them to 
death with the moft exquifite and unheard-of torments. But it 
has been mown by feveral learned critics, that our verfion of 
this place would have been more accurate, and more ftriclly con- 
formable to the original, if it had rendered the paffage thus : 
.He pot them n faws and to harrows of iron, and to axes of iron, 
and made them pafs by or to the brick-kilns : that is, he put 
them to hard labour, with the tools and in the places here fpe- 
cified. See Mr. Ormerod's remarks on Dr. Pricftley *s Dif^ 
fitions, &c.-2d ed. p. 72. 

Vol. II. \ clearly 
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clearly alcertained as they have fince been ; 
that wars were then waged on favage, unre- 
lenting, exterminating principles ; and that 
thofe nations which felt the weight of their 
heavieft vengeance, were not only their avowed 
and inveterate enemies, but fo incorrigibly and 
abominably flagitious * as to call alotid for pu~ 
nifhment, of which the Jews were only inftru- 
ments in the hand of the Almighty ; it will be ' 
eafily feen, that fuch proofs. are by no means 
pertinent and fatisfadory. The truth is, thefe 
tranfient and cafual inftances of crueky, though 
tkey are fuch as at firft fight muft neceffarily 
ftrike and offend us moft, yet are not fo pro* 
per to determine a national character, and de- 
nominate a people conftitutionally barbarous, 
as thofe efiablifhed and permanent maxims of 
internal and domeftic cruelty, which never ex- 
ited in the Jewi/h government, but were uni- 
verfally received and pra&ifpd, were encou- 
raged by the laws, and applauded by the his- 
torians, of thofe very nations, who eifceemed 
and called all others in refpecft of themfelve* 
barbarians. It is thefe, which, though lefs in- 
fitted on by writers, and lefe attended to by 

f Sec a detail ©f their execrable vices, Lev. jfcviii.^ 

Naders, 
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teasers, 4re yet more repugnant to humanity, 
riiOfe d^ftrUdtive to the fpecies,and more cha- 
jrafteriftick and decifive evidences of a male- 
volent fpirit, than thofe accidental outrage* 
and exceffeS, on which hiftorians generally la- 

vifli all the horrors of defer ipt ion *. 

I am 

* There is fcarce any author, antient or modem, who has in* 
veighed with fuch indifcriminate and unmeafured rancour againft 
the whole Jewifh nation, as Mr. Voltaire. There are few of 
his latter jlrofe publications in which he has not introduced this 
, unfortunate people, for the purpofe of loading them with re* 
proach or ridicule. But his zeal fometimes outruns his pru- 
dence and his regard to truth, and inftead of exciting the indig- 
nation of mankind againft them, turns it upon himfelf. A- 
mong numberlefs inftances of this fort, I fhall only fingle out 
one. In his Bi&ionaire Philofopbique, Art. Arfbropopkages, he 
informs us, that from the time of Ezekiel the Jews mall have 
been hi the habit of eating human flefli ; becaufe that prophet 
aflures them, that if they will defend therofelves courageoufly 
againft the King of Periia, they (hall not only eat the horfes of 
their enemies, but the borfenun and the warrior* tbemf elves. 
How will the reader be aftonifhed, (if he is not a little acquainted 
withjhe character and manner of Mr. Voltaire) when* on look- 
ing into Ezekiel, he finds, that the whole of this is a compleat 
fabrication ; and that it is not the y*ws» but the ravenous birds 
and the beafis §/ the field* who, in the bold and figurative lan- 
guage of Prophecy, are called upon " to eat the flefti of the 
" mighty, and drink the blood of the princes of the earfih," 
Ezek. xxxix. 4, 17, 18, &c. 

It is a great pity that this lively writer did not, for his own 
credit, pay a little more regard to the fagc advice of a friend, 
who knew him and his practices well, the late JKjng of Pruffi*. 

I % Tm# 
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I am aware, indeed, that the extirpation cff 
die Canaanites was enjoined by the Mofaical 
laws, and that the Jews were forbid by no left 
' than Divine authority to (hew them any mercy 
or companion. This is true ; and at the lame 
time very confident with a difpenfation in the 
main benevolent. For when we confider 

* 

God in the light he fhould always, with re- 
fped: to thofe times, be considered in, not only 
as the common Governor of ail mankind, but 
as the more immediate Ruler and Legiflator 
of the Jewifh nation ; and as enforcing obe- 
dience to his authority, againft the Jews in 
particular, amongft all nations in fome mea- 
fore, by temporal punifhments and rewards ; 

Tluttprim^m one of his letter* to him*aladmg to a certain 
well-known trat&aion of Vokaire's with a Jewim madam* 
which his majetiy calls m wife bafinffi* (and winch, perhaps, 
might be one reafon of this anxhor's implacable enmity to the 
whole cation) (ays Co him, ** I hope yon will lave no mete 
" quarrels either with the Old Tefiament or the New. Such 
«* comefts arc diftononrablc; and though poffeflcd of more ge* 
** mas dun any man in France, yen cannot avoid finally injur- 
* c mg. yonr reputation hy the diigrace of fach ronrlnft .*» Pajthm- 
wma iParls of Fred. II. voL viL letfc. 245. p. 402. 

The Jews, however* have met wfth a very able and ekqneM 
defender in the author of Lettres dc qadqua Jtdfs* Portvgcds 9 t$ 

* ' JlUmaads, *M<de FtUmrt* Paris., 17694-- See aifo Div* I*eg« 

* *voL iv* b« 5* £ i. p. ij9» 

it 
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it was no more a violation of mercy ih him to 
ena&, or in them to execute, fuch a penal law . 
againft the Canaan ites, than it would be in a 
Prince to punifh his rebellious fubje&s by the 
hands of his faithful ones, of in them to inflidt , 
that puni/hmentv Such examples of feve-. 
rity are neceflary to the very being of a ftate^ 
and ferve at once to reprefs the iniblence of the. 
wicked, and to fecure the obedience <$ the> 
good*. 

If this exception be, as it certainly ought to* 
be, admitted ; and if we make fuch other equi-% . 
table allowances, as the ftate of Religion, and, 
the ftate of Society, at that time, do neceflarily % 
require ; the Mofgical law will, I 'am per**- 
fuaded, appear infinitely fuperior, in point of. 
humanity, to all the inftitutions of the moil. 

* The abfolote neceffity of extirpating the Canaamtes, 
or at leait defraying their national polity ; the peculiar pro* 
priety of doing this by the fword of the Jews ; the great and . 
benevolent purpofes that were anfwered by their feparatjon 
from the world ; the advantages that all other nations derived 
from it; and many other particulars of. the divine ceconomy 
with regard to this extraordinary people; fee clearly and ably )k 
explained in Bijbop La<w y s Confiderasiom m tbtTbiory of Religion. 

from p. 82, to p. 98. 3d edit. 

» 

Vide Butkr's Analogy, part ii ch. 3. p. 267* 4th edition, 
I7SO- ' ' ; 
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celebrated lawgivers of antiquity. It abounds 
with injuri&ions of mercy and pity, not only 
to Jews, but to ftrangers, to enemies, and even 
to thofe who had mofl cruelly and injurioufly 
oppreffed them- c * l£ thy brother be waxen 
poor and fallen in decay with thee ; then 
thou fhalt relieve him ; yea, though he be 
« a ftranger or a fojourner, that he may live 
* € with thee. Take thou no ufury of him, or 
increafe ; but fear thy God, that thy bro- 
ther may live with thee. Thou {halt not 
opprefs a ftranger. Thou fhalt love him as 
thyfelf. Thou fh^lt not abhor an Edo-r 
** mite : thou fhalt not abhor an -/Egyptian, 
** If thou'meet thine enemy's ox or his afs go? 
u ing aftray, thou fhalt furely bring it back tq. 
u him." The difpofitions in favour of the 
poor are truly lingular and amiable. cc Thou 
€t fhalt not harden thy heart, nor fhut thy hand 
*' from thy poor brother -, but thou fhalt open 
?': thy hand wide unto him i and fhalt furely 
f c lend him fufficient fof his need^ When ye. 
reap the harveft of your land, thou fhalt not 
wholly reap the corners of thy field ; nei- 
9 tfrer fhalt th<j>u gather the ; gleanings of thy 
?' hftryeft } and if thou have forgo* a fheaf in ? 
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* theiield> thou fhalt not go again to feteli it ; 
** and when thou beateft thine olive-tree, thou 

* ihalt not go over the boughs again ; when 
" tfrou gathereft the grapes of thy vineyard, 

* thou (halt not glean it afterwards ; it (hall 

* be for the ftranger, the fatherlefs, and the 
" widow *.* The provifions made fijr. ib$ 
fecurity and comfort of that moft ufeful, 
though too often moft wretched, part of the 
fpecies, flaves and Servants, are entirely worthy 
of a law that came down from Heaven. That 
^bfblute and unlimited power over the liyes of 
Jlaves indulged to their tyrannical mafters by 
jdmofb all Heathen lawgivers, a power moft 
fcandaloufly abufed to the difgracc pf ajl hu- 
manity, was effectually reftrained by the Jew- 
Uh law, which punifhed the mjirder of a flav$ 
with the utmoft rigour $♦ The kindnefs en- 
joined towards hired fervants is moft remarks 
able. " Thou fhalt not opprefs a hijred fervant 
" that is poor and needy; whether he be. of 
* € thy brethren or of thy ftrangers that are in 
** the land within thy gates. At his day thqij 

• Lev. xxv. 35, 36. Ex. xxiii. 9* Lev. xix. 34. Deut» 
xxiii. 7. Ex. xxiii. 4* Dejit./xv. 7, 8. Lev. xix» y, 19V 
Peut. xxiv. 19. 

I Ex. xxL 20. 

1 4 "fliaH 
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fhalt give him his hire ; neither (hall the 
fun, go down upon it j for he is poor and 
44 fetteth his heart upon it* . Thou fhalt not 
"„ rule over thy brother with rigour §." • The 
injun&ions refpeding Hebrew flaves were no 
lefs merciful. " If thy brother, a Hebrew 
44 man, or a Hebrew woman, be fold unto 
thee, and ferve thee fix years, in the feventh 
year thou (halt let him go free from thee ; 
44 and thou (halt not let him, go away empty; 
44 but thou (halt furnilh him liberally out of 
thy flock, and out of thy. floor, and out of 
thy wine-prefs : and of that wherewith the 
Lord thy God hath blefled thee, thou (halt 
44 give unto him J.' ' It (hould feem alfo, as if all 
other bondmen or flaves (even thofe that were 
captured in war or bought from the neighbour-* 
ing Heathen nations) were to be emancipated 
in the year of the Jubilee ; that is, every fiftieth 
year : for it is faid univerfally y " Ye (hall hal- 
44 low the fiftieth year, and proclaim liberty 

* Deut. xxiv. 14, 1 5;, $ Lev. xxv. 43. 

2 Deut. xv. 12, 13. Other inftances of this humanity in 
the Jewifh law, may be feen in Deut. xxii, 6, 8. xxiv. 5, 6, 
12, 13, to the end. Rouffeau himfelf {Emile, lib. 5. p. 6.) 
commends the benevolent fpirit of the law mentioned Ex. xxii. 
26, 27. See alfo on this point the antient part of the Univerfal 
Hiilory, vol. iii. 8vo. p. 136, note b. and p. 152. 

" throughout 
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** throughout alt the land, to all the inhabitants 
* thereof*/' The utmoft care, in fliort, is 
taken throughout to guard againft every fpe- 
cies of tyranny and oppreffion, and to protect 
the iielplefs and weak from the wanton info- 
fence of profperity and power. The tender- 
nefs of the divine legiflature thought no crea- 
ture below its notice ; and extended itfelf to- 
the minuteft articles of fecial and domeftic life, 
which, though unnoticed by lefs benevolent 
lawgivers, do, in fad:, conftitute a very great 
and eflential part of human happinefs and 
mifery. 

With fuch heavenly inftitutions as thefe 
(which we ihall in vain look for in any Pagan 
government) is every page of the Jqwifh law 
replete. It is from thefe we are to form Qur 
judgment of the Jews, of their Religion, and 
its Divine Author *f- $ and if thefe had their 

proper 

* Lev. xxv. 10. 

f A coniideration of the general temper and difpolkion of law 
will be found of great advantage to civil life; and will fupply 
us with verv ufeful theory. It is reaching the heart in the firft 
inftance, and making ourfelves mailers of die genius of a whole 
people at once, by reading them in that glafs which reprefenu 
them bell, the turn of their civil inftitutions. There is fcarce a 
paflage in all antiquity more happily imagined, than that where 
Demolthenes tells us, that the laws of a country were confidered 

as 
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proper effedt on the manners of the people, 
they muft have produced upon die wholb a 
conftant and habitual (though, perhaps, fropi 
the very, nature of their fituation, a confined) 
benevolence, much fupejjiof, not only to that 
q£ their riifle co.temporar ies* but to the boafted 
lenity of much later and more policed na-r 
tjqns* 

It will be readily understood, thffct every 
thing which has been here laid to vindicate 
the Jewifli nation- in general from the charge 
of dijinguijhed cruelfy^ is applicable to King 
David in particular. But he may alfo lay , 
claim to fome peculiar indulgence from the 
.Angularity pf his own circurafiances, which 
wefe frequently very unfavourable to huma- 
pity, It was his fortune to pafs. through al- 
juojfl evsry fcene of life, $nd to meet, with al- 
jnofr every incident in hip way, that could b$ 
injurious to his temper, pr give an edge to his 
j- efentments, Extremes of happinefs or mifery, 
fudden franfitjons from the one to the other, 
the perfections of enemies, apd the unkind- 

as the morals of a ftate, and the charafter of a whole people 
taken cotte&iyely. Dr. Tajlor*s Elements rf Civil £a<w> 2<J 
edit. p. 1 60. 

. nefs 
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pefs of friends, are circumftance$ which fel- 
jfom fail of hurting the mind, and vitiating the 
jnoft benevolent difpbfition. All thefe di4 
David experience in quick fucce&op, and i$ 
jheir fulleft extent, 
He yvas originally nothing rrior? thin* a (hep* 

4 

herd ; and aj: a time When his yoijth ar)d inex- 
perience feemed to difqualify him for any mora 
important bufinefs than tjhat of Reding a flock, 
he broke put at once the champion and pre^ 
ferver of his cpuntry. Transplanted on a 
fndden from a cottage tg> a court, he experi- 
enced alternately the fmiles ^nd the frowns o£ 
2 capricious pioparf h ; was fometimes flat- 
tered with the hope of being united to him 
by the clofeft bpnds of aflinity, apd fomefime$ 
in danger of being ftruck by him with a javelin 
to the wall. Driven at length from his pre- 
fence, and torn from the arms of thofe he loved, 
** his fpul was hunted from city to city ;" 
and after fufFering the laft diftrefles of human 
nature, he was not only reftored to the hQnours 
he had loft ? but feated on the thrpne of If- 
rael. And here, though furrounded with all 
the pleafurps and magnificence of an Eajf- 
tern monarpji ; yet w^ts he at the fame tfme 

not 
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not only haxraffed with the common unea&r 

ft 

uefles of life, and the cares infeparable from 
royalty,- but experienced .a fucceffion of the 
bittereft fufferings and the heavieft domeftic 
calamities; was once more driven from Jeru- 
falem, deferted by his friends, curfed by his 
enemies, and perfecuted by his darling fcn* 
whofe death did indeed pirt a period to his 
public calamities, but plunged him in the 
deeped: affliction, and was very near bringing 
down his grey hairs with forrow to the grave* . 
When to thefe private confiderations we add 
thofe more general ones abovementioned, we » 
can hardly be furprized at any excefles of fe- 
verity that King David occafionaHy gave way 
to. We ihall rather be furprized to find, in 
fo tumultuous and military a kind of life, many, 
ftriking inftances of humanity, many amiable 
tenderneiTes, many uncommon and herpical. 
exertions of generofity, which plainly indicated 
a temper constitutionally good and right, but 
kbouring under the weight of numberlefs dif-: 
advantages, which fometimes dragged it froni. 
its true bias, and forced it to take a turn di-»- 
jredly oppofite to its natural bent. His cir- 
cumstances expofed him to a variety of iaju~ 

rie$ 
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lies and infults ; the live] inefs of his fth&tions 
made Hm feel them, the impetuofity of his 
pafiions made him refent the«n, too itoongty. 
And yet, though every thing thus concurred 
to ftimulate his revenge, though the guilt of 
indulging it was not then fo apparent and fo 
acknowledged as it now is ; yet did he, on one 
memorable occafion, refift the ftrongeft im- 
pulfes of this importunate and ungovernable ' 
paffion, though tempted to gratify it by the 
•moil inviting opportunity on his inveterate 
enemy, whofe pall conduct would almoft have 
juftified any extremity ; and whofe remoyal 
would not only have put an immediate end to 
his difliefles, but, in all appearance, opened his 
way to the attainment of his utnjoft wiflies,and 
raifed him at once from an exile to a king *. 

It Is but juilice alio to add, that this prince 
had a fenfibility of foul, which, though it gave 
too keen an edge both to his reliih of pleafiire 
and his refbntment of injury, yet gave at the 
iame time an uncommon fervour to his iepen- 
taiice, a peculiar vigour and vivacity to all 
his virtues 5 rendered him moil feelingly alive 
to the nobleft and the tendered fentiments ; 

* i Sam. xxir. VMe Peters on Job, p. 352. 

and 
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and infpired him with every liberal and focial 
affe&ion that can warm the human trfeafk 
" O Abfalom, my fon> my fbn," are words that 
will go to every parent's heart that l^as expe- 
rienced the fame misfortune, and fpeak to it 
with a force and eloquence that has never yet 
been equalled. He had, moreoyer, as his ini- 
mitable writings abundantly teftify, a moft ar- 
dent fpirit of devotion, and a boundlefs fceal 
for the honour of God and the iriterefts of his 
Religion ; and the general tenour. of his con- 
du6t> when left to its own natural courie, very 
clearly evinced, that h$ was, upon the whole, a 
confcientious obferver and a ftrenuous aflerter 
of the Divine laws, a moft difinterefted and 
adtive patriot, the tendered of parents, and the 
moft af&ftionate of friends. 

At the fame time, however, that we do juf- 
tice to the virtues of King David, we muft ac- 
knowledge and lament his faults, which were 

^Undoubtedly great, and in one flagrant inftance 
more efpecially , j uftly fubjecSt him tothe fe vereft 
reproach. But while we cenfure him on this 
account, as he deferves, it will be our wifdom 

• to look well alfo to ourfelves. : To the Infidel 
it is matter of unfpeakable triumph, that the 

man 



•SERMON V. 127 

toih after God's own heart fhould have been 
betrayed into fuch dreadful crimes. But to 
the Chriftian it muft be a fubjeft of moft fe- 
rious concern and alarm, to obferve fo ftriking 
a proof of the frailty and weaknefs of human 
nature, even when ftrengthened by mature 
years," and confirmed by early habits of virtue 
and religion* It holds out to him a moft aw- 
ful leflbn, how indifpenfably nedefiary it is, 
•even for men of the beft difpofitidns and moft 
exalted piety, to. keep their hearts with all di- 
ligence ; to watch and to guard thofe paffions, 
Which they feel moft predominant in their 
fouls* with unremitting vigilance, to tbelateft 
peribd of their lives $ and to apply moft fer- 
vently and frequently for that help from ^above, 
which is promifed in the Gofpel to every fin- 
cere believer, and without which our utmoft 
efforts and our firmeft refolutions will, in fome 
tmguafded and unfufpedted moment, give way 
to the knpetuofity of paflion, and we fliall be 
unexpectedly plunged into an abyfs of guilt 
uhd mifery. 

But, above all things, let us beware bfper- 

-Verting the example of David to our own 

ruin, $nd-of confidering his deviations from 

duty, 
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duty, not as they truly are, a warning to t*5 
againft danger, but as an encouragement to 
us to tread in the fame unhallowed paths of 
vice. Let us not flatter ourfelves, that be- 
caufe he, fo devout, fo religious, fo diftin- 
guifhed by the favour of Heaven, was once 
rnoft fatally feduced into^ fin, that we may 
therefore commit the fame or fimilar crimes 
with impunity. On the contrary, if thefe 
crimes appear fo odious and deteftable, even 
in a Jewifli monarch, who had to plead in his 
excufe (though all excufe was vain) the temp- 
tations of a court, the manners of the times, 
the peculiarity of his own circumftances, and 
the liberties too often taken by men in his fitu- 
ation ; they muft affutne a much more fright* 
ful afped: in a private Chrifti^n, who has none 
of thofe mitigating pleas to offer, who lives in 
much more enlightened a,nd civilized times, 
has much ftri&er rules of moral conduA pre- 
fcnted to him in the Gofpel, is called to a 
much higher degree of purity and holinefs, 
has far more powerful aid from Heaven to fup- 
port him in his duty, more terrible punish- 
ments to work upon his fears, and more glo- 
rious rewards to animate his hopes. 

Let 



Let it be remembered too, that the offences 
bF David were by nfc> means paffed over with 
impunity ; that he was feverely piinifhed for 
them by the femorfe of his own torifcience, 
by the deep df&dtibri intd which they plunged 

4 

hiih, bf the wittched confequences they drew 
after them, and By the heavy and pofitive pe- 
nalties dendariced and in Aided upon him by 
Ood himfelf; 

Hear hbw the repenting monarch bemoan^ 
himfelf irt the anguifh of his foul*and then fay, 
whether his fituation wag an enviable One; 
whether* you \tfduld cbufe to imitate his mif- 
cbndudt, arid take the corifequeiices. 

" Have ibercy rfpori rtifc, dod, after thy 

* great goodnefs, according t5 the multitude of 
*' thy rficfcies d<5 away mine offences. Wafh 
** me thoroughly from my tfickednefs, and 
u cleanfe me frdm my fin ; for I acknowledge 

* my fault, anfl ftiy fin is ever before me. 

* Make md a cleaii hearty O Ood, and renew 
** a riglH fpirit within nie. C?aft nie not away 

* froift thy prtiericei and tike not thy Holy 
■* Spirit from rfie. Thy rebuke Kath broken 

* xnf heart, 1 am full of heavihefs; I looked 
** bt fome to have pity on me, but there wad 

VtfL; II, K f * no 
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" no man, neither found I any to comfort me- 
€€ .My God, my God, look upon me : why haft 
" thou forfaken me, and art fo far from my 
" health and the words of my complaint. I 
"!cry in the day-time, and thou heareft not ; 
" and in the night-feafon alfo I take no reft. 
"Turn thee unto me, and have mercy upon 

" me, for I am defolate and in mifery* The , 

, » .... * ^ • * 

" lorrows of my heart are enlarged, O bring 
" thou me out of my troubles*. Look upon 
my adverfityand mifcry, and forgive me all 

my fin* Thine arrows flick fail in me, and 

. . • - • • • 

thy hand prefleth me fore ; , fpr f my wicked- 
neffes are gone over my head, and are like a % 
" fore burthen, too heavy for ms to bear. . I 
am brought into fo great trouble and miferyv* 
1 . that I go mourning all the day long. My . 
" heart panteth, my ftrerigth faileth* and the 
" %ht of mine eyss is gone from me *." - 

It is hardly in the power of language toi 
cxprefs greater agony of mind th^n this ; and 
no one, furely, that reads thefe paffages, can* 
wlfh to undergo the mifcry there defcribed. It; 
is impoffible for him, if he is of a found mind* 

to make fo wretched a bargain for himfelf, aa 

• - . 
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to pluiigte Voluntarily into the crirne$ of the 
royal penitent, that he may afterwards tafle the* 
bitter fruits of his co'ritrition and remorfe > of* 
(what is ftill worfe, arid what no (inner can be 
fecufe againft) that he may die without re^ 
penting at ill, and rufh into the unceafing 
torments of €i a worm that never dies, and ft 
" fire that is never quenched/ 1 r 
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PURE RELIGION, AND UNDEFILED BEFORR 
GOD AND JHE FATHER, IS THIS, TQ Vt- 
8JT THJS FATHERLESS AND WIDOWS I*$ 
THEIR AFFLICTION, AND TO KEEP HIM- 

' ?PLF UN§P0TTEJD fHOH THP WORLp, 

IT fliould feem as if Religion was here made 
to confift only of two parts; Charity 
or Benevolence refpe&ing others, and Pv» 
rity or Self-Govern me jjt ref^e&ing our- 
felves. The firft of th^fe, Benevolence, is 
charafterized to us by fingling out one of the 
ftrongeft of our focial afFe£tion$, compaflion 
towards the diftreffed, which, in the beautiful 
language of Scripture, is called vtfitwg, that is, 
relieving w the fetherlefs and widows in their 
* affli&ipn j " a gjode of ejcpreffion very com* 

K 3 1x109 
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jnon to the facred writers ; efpccially when 

they are describing the virtue of Charity, 

which is almoft conftantly reprcfented by 

one or other of its moft ft riking features. 

The other j>art of Religion, here fpecified 

Self-Government, is very diftindtiy marked out 

i>y the phrafe of " keeping himfelf unfpotted 

*' from the world }' which plainly means a 

total abftinence from "the immoral pradices and 

unlawful pleafures of the world; a ftridt pom- 

*• ■ ' * 

rnand over o^r irregular appetites and paflions j 

#n abhprrencp of every thing that tends to de* 

ft » « a « * 

bafe our nature, and contaminate our fouls. 

But it muft immediately occur to every one, 
jfcat, feeftdes the two branches of Religion here 
ppuijierated, there is a third, of which ;St. 
James ?ak?s no, notice. And it may appear, 
at firil £ght, a little extraordinary, that a$ 
Apoftle pf phrift, when he feems to be giving 
a formal definition of his Matter' s Religion, 
jthould omit what has ever been pfteemed a 
xnoft eflential part of it, Piety, or the lovf of 
God. But, although this duty, js not exprefsly 
mentipned, yet it is evidently implied, in the 
Jext, which recommends fuch Religion only 
g§ |?f fixates ultimately in God, fuch as is 

JHjre 
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purcf and undfefiled " before God and the Fa- 
** ther." And the realbn ,why St. James did 
fiot more particularly infiflron this point Was; 
becaaie he had -no oceafion to prefs it on the 
perfoas to whom he was writing. That adts 
of piety wete «-nece$ary, they readily owned ; 
but they were too apt, it feems, to think, that 
fcarce any thing elfe was neceflary ; and that* 
provided they were punctual and exadl: in their 
devotional exercifes, they might be allowed 
to relax a little in the government of their 
paflions, and the duties owing to their neighr 
hour. St. James, therefore, pointing the 
whole force of his admonition againft this 
.dangerous error, and pafling over thofe reli- 
gious obfervances, on which they were already 
difpofed to pique themfelves too much, re^ 
tninds them in the text, that although God 
w^s indeed to be worfhipped, yet it was to 
he not only with their lips, but in their lives ; 
that Religion, that even Devotion itfelf, did 
not: confift merely in calling upon God's 
name, but in obeying his laws ; in ads of 
kindnefe to their fellow-creatures, and an un- 
spotted fan&ity of manners. 

fc 4. Let 
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Let no one, therefore, infer, what fome havd 
been too willing to infer, from the paflkgc 
before us, that an inoffenfive, beneficent, and 
tolerably good moral life, is the whole of Re- 
ligion; and that the love of God constitute* 
no part of our duty. It i$, on the contrary, 
bur principal and moft important duty, or, as 
the Scriptures exprefe it, the. Jirft and great 
commandment. And as, without Piety, there 
can be no Religion, fo without Belief in the 
Son of God, there can be evidently no Christi- 
anity* Unleft our virtue is built on this 
foundation, unlefs it be grounded on true evan- 
gelical principles, it may be very good Pagan 
morality, but it is not Chriftian godlinefs. 
And whatever other rewards it may be en T 
titled to, it can have no claim to that eternal 
one, vijfrich is not a matter of rigfat, ftri&fy 
due to our fervxees, but the free gift of God 
to thofe only that embrace the offers of falva- 
tion made to them in the Gofpel, on the con- 
ditions of a right faith, as well as of a right 
condudt. Yet it has become of late but too 
common, not only to treat the peculiar doc- 
trines of Chriftianity with contempt, and to 
fet up pr^dical morality as the fum and fub- 

§ ftaace 
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ftance of all Religion ; but what is ftjfll jniQf* 
extraordinary, men have frequently thought f 
or pretended to think, that even morality itfelf 
was not neceflary in all its extent; and that 
pf the two duties mentioned in the text, Cka» 
rity and Self-government, it was fujly 
fufficient to cultivate that which beft fuite4 
their own conftitqtions or inclinations. Ac* 
cordingly, they have very feldoin paid a du$ 
regard to both thefe at the fame time ; but 
flighting each of them in their turn, have per* 
fuaded themfelves, that the obfervance of the 
one would gttpne for the negledt or violation 
pf the other, 

Thefe aflertions might very eafily be proved 
by fa£ts ; and it would be no unpleafipg, nop 
perhaps unprofitable fpeculation, to (rape th$ 
various revolutions that have happened in the 
opinion and the, practice of marikin4 with re* 
"gard to thefe two Chriftian virtues, But it i$ 
fufficient for my prcfent purpofe to obferve f 
that as the diftinguilhing chara&er of our fore* 
fathers in the laft age was precifenefs jind fevs* 
rity of manners ; we, their defcendants, on the 
contrary, have taken up Benevolence for our 
favourite virtue : and that the fame vigour of 

mind. 
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mind, and national • vehemence of temper 9 
which carried them fuclv remarkable lengths 
in the rugged paths of moral difcipline, has 
with us taken a different direction, and a gayer 
look ; is ftirring. up all the humane and tender 
^ffe&ions within our fouls, and urging us oij 
fo the nobleft exertions of generofity and be- 
neficence. 

» 

For to our praife it mull be owned, that 
it will not be eafy to find any age or nation 
in which both private and public benevo- 
lence was ever carried to fo high a pitch, or 
diftributed in fo many different channels, as 
it is amongft ourfelves at this day. Nume- 
rous as the evils are to which man is natu- 
rally fubjeft, and indjuftrious as he is in create 

, r 

iog others by his own follies and indi&re* 
tions, modern charity is ftill equal and prefent 
to them all,. and accommodates itfelf to the 
many various fhapes in xvhich human mifery 
appears. It feeds the hungry, , clothes . the 
naked,, vifits the fick, protects the widow* rcr 
lieves the ftranger, educates the orphan, in- 
ftr^idis the ignorant, reclaims the {inner, re- 
ceives the penitent. So far^then, you have 
-done well f you have difcharged, perhaps, one 
^ branch 
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branch of your duty, but how have you per-i 
forjped the others ? What regard, more efpe- 
cially, have you paid to that virtue which i$ 
linked .with charity in the very words of the 
text ? Whilft you " vifit the fatherlefs and 
" widows in their affli&ion, do you keep 
" yourfelves unfpotted from the world ?" Arp. 
you plain and fimple in your diet and your 
attire I Are you fober, chafte, and- modeft ? 
Are you temperate in your pleafures, and dif- 
creet in your amufements ? Do you mingle 
folitude and reflexion with bufinefs and with 
fociety ? Do you bridle your tongues, and mo- 
derate your defires ? Do you keep your bodies 
under and bring them into fubje&ion? Do 
you crucify the flefh with all its afledtions and 
lufts? Do you carefully avoid every thing 
that may inflame and ftimulate your paflions ? 
Are you, in fhort, as rigorous to yourfelves as 
you are benevolent to others ? If to thefe 
queftions your confeiences can anfwer, with 
truth, in the affirmative ; and if to all this you 
have fldded the fincereft fenfiments of love and. , 
gratit^e to your. Maker, your Redeemer, your 
jSan&ififer, then, indeed, you have been good 
artd faifhful fervants to your heaveiily Mailer ; 
^jl^% may you #felyc#ll yourfcjyej ^ifciple$ of 

Chriftj 
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Cferift ; and, with humble reliance on his me« 
fits, not your own, may expedt to sntcsr into 
ihe joy of your Lord. 

But if, on the contrary, there are bttt too 
evident marks among certain claffes of men 
of an inextinguishable thirft for pleafure and 
Amufement, and thofe too not always of the 
tnoft innocent and reputable nature ; if Itixray 
fiot only prevails as a fafliion, but Js ftudied a* 
* fciettce ; if charity is in fome perfons nothing 
tnore than a cloak for voluptuoufnefs ; if bene- 
volence is induftrioufly and officioufly, I had 
tlmoft faid invidioufly, cried up, and magnified 
f I the 0*/y duty of a man, nay, even of a Chrif- 
tfoh; whilft purity is ridiculed and fet at 
JiOtfght, as a four, unfocial, unhumanized vir-, 
tue \ is called aufterity, precifenefs, puritahifm, 
or any thiag but what it really is ; if the na^ 
tural confequerices of this licentious doSririe 
fire but too vifible in that rapid growth of dif\ 
iblutenefs amongft us, which &ems to threaten 
the extinction of every moral and religious 
principle ;- if, in fine, the grotfe/V violations 
of -decency, nay, even of eo^nubial^fiael^i 
ire- often treated with levity and gaiety/ as 
fubje&s rather of pleafantry than offepro&ehj 
And arc not only committed without fcniple, 

but 
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kut avowed, and fometime*- defended top, 
without a blufh; if this be a faithful portrait 
of our manners, what infinite caufe have we> 
aroidft ^tll Pur boafted charities, to tremble at 
the danger of our fituation ! It is incredible, 
it is impoffible, that the righteous Governor 
pf the Univerfe can be an unconcerned fpec* 
iator of fuch wickednefis as this I 

But is our Benevolence then, you will 
fay, of no avail ? Will not that fhelter us from 
jwnUhinent ? For charity, we are told, *' /hall 
" cover the multitude of fins *:" and» accords 
iogly , we take effectual care that it {hall hay? 
a multitude to coven But whofe fins does St, 
Peter fay that charity fhali cover ? Our qwji, 
or thpfe of others ? He may only mean, that 
a charitable man will not wantonly divylgt, 
hut will cover, will throw a veil over, th# 
failings of his neighbour. But fuppofing, what 
is mpilt probable, that our own fins are mea»t, 
what fort of fins dp you think that charity 
jthajl coyer? Npt, furely, thofe grpf$, prefi»njp» 
tuojis habitual ones, which we would gladly 
(belter uoder it; but thofe cafual flips and 
inadvertencies, thofe almoft upav<#dable £f* 
rors, wcakwiTps and imperfe&ons, \p which 

* 1 Fet, \r, 9, 
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the very beft of men are fubjeflt, and wfiicn 
arc almoft the only fins that a truly charitable 
man can have to cover. For what fr thifr 
charity, at laft, of which fuch great things are 
faid in Scripture ? Read over that well-known, 
and moft eloquent dcfcrip'tion of it by St. 
Paul, and you will find it to be fomething 
very different from that falfe image ' of it 
**hich the philofophy of this worlH has fct 
up to worftiip. From thence,- from the whole 
tenor of Scripture, you Will find it to 1 be not 
merely an cafy, undiftinguifhing good 'nature, 
or a thoughtlefs, profufe, pernicious libera- 
lity ; but an inward principle of UniverFal 
kind affection, founded in nature, improved by 
reafbn, and perfe&ed* by grace; retraining us, 

in the firflr place, from doing harm; then 

. -* 

prompting us, on every occafion, and towards 

eyery perfon, to do all the good we poflibly 
cart. This is the only charity that the Gof- 
pel is acquainted with* the only one; that ia 
conjtfn&ion with repentance, and faith ;in our 
Redeemer, can in the leafi: contribute to ob- 
tain pardon for our failings, and render us 
meet to be partakers of the kingdom of 
Heaven. 

Is 
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in Whatever /eofc^theh, ,wenadcrfhiid the* 
expreffion of charity > covering ppr fas; the fen-* 
fualift.can never avail himfelf df that pro-' 
teftion, becaufe hb ads in cKredt cohtradi&ifca* 
to the very itf ft principles of true ChrhKatf 
charity; " Love worketh no ill to his neigh- > 
" bour," fays St. Paul; therefore love is the* 
fulfilling of the law; and therefore he who! 
works fuch ill to his neighbour, as the volup- 
tjjary.does every dtty, (by deftrojdng/the hinft~c 
cence, the peace, the comfort, the Juppinefey 
temporal and eteitaal» of thofe very perfonsfor* 
whom he pfofeflcs the tendereftjrega^d) mulfe 
be an utter ftranger to real philanthropy. 7 
Though he may feed the hungry* and clothe* 
the naked, and vifit the fatherlefs and widows* 
in their afflidlion; yet, if to gratify his own pa(V 
fions, he plunges thofe who have never offend-* 
ed him in.mifery and difgrace, he is* ahitft&t? 
member of fociety. Nay, perhaps his very* 
liberality and good-nature ferve only to render* 
him the more hurtful. They throw a krfh* 
over the criminal part of his character, awdj 
render him an object of admiration to ttH^ 
croudLof fervile imitators, who, ^ot having- th^ 
fenfe to feparate -his vices from his accoik-* 

plifliments^ 



i*4 siiMON n 

jtfflhtocrits, form their dondud upon his tk* 
Staple in the grofs, and hope to become 
equally agreeable by being equally wicked; 
And, is if it was not enough to have theft 
patterns before our eyes in real life, they are 
6nce more ferved Up to us in the prtxiu&iontf 
ef fbnie mdderri writers, who, to the fond am- 
bition of what they call copying after nature* 
$nd 6f gaining a name* are content to faCrifice 
(he iriterefts of virtue, and to lend a willing 
feind towards finishing the corruption of our 
ttiiiriertL Hence it is, that in feveral of our 
fiftoft favourite Works of fancy and amufementy 
the principal figure of the pieCe is fome. pro- 
filed libertine, whd, on the ftrength of a pica£ 
H% figure, a cfaptivstting iddreft> and a certain 
amiable gefierdfityof difpofition,* has the privi* 
lege fif committing whatever irregularities he 
thinks fit, and of excufing them in the cafieit 
Ibannef imaginable, as the unavoidable efft&s 
6f Confutation, and the little foibles of a heart 
ktfinfieally good- Thus, whilft he delights our 
foigirtatiori, and tvins our affections, he newer 
&lstf at the feme time, to corrupt our pria- 
$ipie& And yotlng people* mote Specially, 
ifiilead of being Idfpired with a juft detefta- 

tioa 
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Hon of vlce> are furnifhcd with apologies for 
it which they never forget, and are even taught 
to confidcr it as a neceflary part of an accom- 
plifhed chara&er. 
It becomes, then, every fincere Chriftian to 

» * i 

bppofe to the utmoft this prevailing licentiouf- 
nefs, which infinuates itfelf into the manners 
and minds of men* under the proteftion of 
fome engaging qualities, with which it fome- 
times is* but much oftener affetts to be, united. 
And the only way of putting a ftop to this 
tnifchief, and of reftoring that union which 
ithe text enforces, and which ought always 
to fubiift between the two great branches 
bf pra&ical morality, is to fhow by our ex- 
Simple (the mbft intelligible and convincing of 
all proofs) that Benevolence is then mofl: 
lovely> when joined with its true ally, its pro- 
per companion, Self-Government ; that, 
ID order to form a pleafing character, it is by 
no means neceflary to throw into it any impure 
alloy; but that, on the contrary, a truly pious, 
fciidftriftly moral Chriftian, will not only be the 
inoft virtuous, but the moil amiable of men. 

V nhappily,indeed, a contrary opinion has too 
long and too generally prevailed amongft us : 

Vo&. II* • L andl 
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and licentious wits have taught great number! 
io believe that purity of manners is a vulgar and 
a contemptible virtue, and that all pretence to it 
is in general nothing more than hypocrify and 
grimace. But let us not be frightened by a few 
hard words, and a little witlefs buffoonery, 
frorti purfuing fteadilythe invariable rule of 
moral re&itude. As fure as God himfelf is 
all purity and perfection, there is fuch a thing 
as real purity of heart and life ; and it is one 
6f the mofi exalted virtues that can dignify 
human nature, It gives that ftrcngth and vi- 
gour, and mafculine firmnefs to the mind* 
which is the foundation of every thing great 
and excellent* It has produced fome of the 
nobleft ftruggles, and moft heroical exertions 
pf foul, that the world ever few, and is, per- 
haps, a more convincing, more unequivocal 
proof of our fincerity in Religion, than even 
benevolence itfelf. When, it is confidered 
how many inducements, how many tempta- 
tions, there are to a&s of humanity, %o whjch 
nature prompts, to which fafhipn draws, to 
which vanity, intereft, popularity, ambition, 
fometimes lead us, one cannot always be fure 
that they proceed from a truly Chriftian prin-» 

ciple. 
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(iiple. But he who combats his darling paf- 
fions, and gives up the fondeft wifties of his 
foul; who keeps a cionflant guard upon all 
his thoughts, words, and a&ions > iritrepidly 
withftands the nioft alluring temptations, and 
takes up his crp^s to follow Chrift ; this man 
cannbt Well be influenced by any thing but a 
ftrong fenfe of duty, and an undiflembled con- 
•pi&ion that h6 is bound to obey even the fe- 
vereft precept? of the Gofpel. His good 
actions' ai*e neither feen nor applauded of men* 
They are performed in fecrecy and in filence, 
without oftentatiori, without reward, lave only 
the approbation of that all-feeing God, who 
is witneft to the bitter conflicts of his foul, and 
will one day make him ample amends in the 
light of aftgels And of men. 

Let it not, hdwever> be fuppofed, that any 
thing here faid is mdant to depreciate that mod 
heavenly* virtue, charity, or to rob thofe that 
exercife it of that fair fame, that heartfelt fatis- 
faftion, and thofe glorious rewards hereafter, 
which cannot fail to recomperife their generous 
labours. May every branch and fpecies of bene- 
volence for ever flourish and abound, May its 

L 2 * divine 
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divine and blefled influence fpread continually 
wider and wider, till it takes in every creature 
under Heaven, and leaves not one mifery unal- 
leviated, one grievance unredrefled. But all ex- 
cellent asit is, let not this, let not any (ingle virtue, 
engrofs our whole attention. Let us not confine 
ourfelves to the eafy, the delightful, the repu- 
table works of beneficence, and neglect the 
other great branch of moral duty, Self-de- 
nial ; no lefs neceflary and important, but 
much more* difficult, and which, therefore. 
Hands in need of every poffible argument in its 
favour to recommend and fupport it. Let us 
no longer make invidious and unjuftdiftindtions 
between thefe two kindred virtues. In nature, 
in reafon, in the fight of God, in the Gofpel of 
Chrift, felf-government is of equal value with 
focial duties. They equally tend to the per- 
fection of our own minds, and the comfort of 
our fellow- creatures. The fame rewards are 
in Scripture promifed to both; the fame penal- 
ties are denounced againfl the violation of both; 
and there is fo ftridt and intimate a* union, be- 
tween them, that the cultivation or negled of 
the one, miift neceflarily lead, and has, in fad, 

» 

always ultimately led, to the improvement 
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or depravation of the other. What then God 
and nature, as well as Chrift and his apoftles, 
have joined together, let no man dare to put 
afunder. Let not any one flatter himfelf with 
the hope of obtaining the rewards, or even 
efcaping the punifliments of the Gofpel, by 
performing only one branch of his duty. Let 
him not imagine, that the moft rigorous feve- 
rity of manners can excufe him from the exer- 
cife of undiflembled love to God and to man- 
kind; nor, on the other hand, let him fuppofe, 
that under the fhelter either of devotion or of 
benevolence, he may fecurely indulge his fa- 
vourite paffions ; may compound, as it were, 
with God for his fenfuality by a<fts of gene- 
rofity, and purchafe by his wealth a general 
licence to fin. Let him not, in fhort, content 
himfelf with being only half a Chriftian. Let 
him vifit, as often as he pleafes, the fatherlefs 
and the widows in their affliction, Let his 
piety be fervent, and his faith fincere. But let 
him, at the fame time, take care, as he values 
his falvation, that he keep himfelf unfpotted 
from the world, 
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2 Kings iv, i, 

THY SERVANT MY HUSBAND IS DEAD, AND 
THOU KNOWEST TIJAT T#Y SERVANT 
DID FEAR TjHE LORD; AND THE CRE- 
DITOR JS COME TO TAKE UNTO HIM MY 

T?VO SOJJS TO BE BOND-MEN. 

-■ • > • . 

THE unhappy fufferer, who pi&kes this 
njoft proving complaint, was the wi- 
dow of one of the ions of ths prophets; whofe * 
diftrefs Eliflia immediately relieved by the - 
miraculous incrpafe of her pot of oil. It will 
not he <?afy to find in any writer, facred or 
profane, a more piteous ftory, or a cafe more ' 
applicable to the occafion of the prefent meet- * 
ing. I cannot therefore do better than leave . 
it upon your minds in that concife and affe&ing 
Simplicity in which it is here related, whilil 

* W .1 ■» 

* Preached at the anniverfary meeting of the Spns of the 
fler^y, May 9,1776. .. . .. . 
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I proceed to recommend the diftrefled widows 
and children of thdfrEnglifh clergy to your 
benevolent protection. 

The nature and defign of the feveral cha- 
ritable inftitutions, which have now brought 
us together, are, I prefume, fo well under- 
flood in this place, that there can be no need 
to take up any of your time in explaining 
them *.' The generous fupport they have hi- 
therto met with demands our moft grateful 
acknowledgements ; and in order to keep this 
friendly difpbfition towards us alive and warm 
in your breaftsi I {hall attempt to fhow that 

the 

f * * 

• But it may not perhaps be generally known that there are. 
three dljHhB focieties formed for the benefit of the indigent wi- 
dows and children^ of thq clergy, and all clofely connefied with 
each other. ! . , 

The. fir ft and principalis The Corporation for the Relief of 
the* poor Widows and Children of Clergymen, eftablifheci by charter 
Jn the reign of King Charles the -Second. T$e funds of -thii 
char.iiy.are employed chieity, in giyK^:p«nfionv!f the widows 
of the clergy. ' »**'.-. 

Th£ feebnd, whidh rofe hotlohg after, is The Society of the 
Fedfi bf'tie 'Sons of the Clergy, • confining of tnfr company an- 
nually. aflemb}ed gander tha,t name at St.- Paoj's church, ancHVf cr- 
chant Taylors Hall, The money colleded at thofe two places 
is wholly'ejfpended in apprenticing out the children of ne- 
cefigdns .cjergymej*. : The . expences of the mufic and the feaft 
are generoufly defrayed by the ftewards of that fpci^ty, t ; 

' i T Tht 
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Itfoe clergy of the Church of England have f 
both on account of their public Jervices, and 
(withrefpedt to top large a part) their private 
necejities, a peculiar claim to your kind atten- f 
tion and affiftance. 

If we go back to the early ages of Chriffo? 
anity, our own Ecclefiaftics had their (hare, 
with others of the facred order, in iirft intro- 
ducing the light of the Gofpei into this coun- : 
try 1 and in facrificing to its advancement their 
pafe,^ their health, their fortunes, their lives* ' 
When in after-times, by a variety of concur- 
rent caufes, this kingdom was, in common 
with all its neighbours, overwhelmed with the' 

The third, is The Society of Stewards and Subfcribersfor main- 4 
taintng and educating the poor 'Orphans of the Clergy till of age 
to be put Apprentices. ''_'*.! 

This focjety was. formed in the year 1749. * It w compofed ; 
of thofe who have been ftewards of. the former fociety, and any 
others who chufe to become members of it. * It is fupported by 
annual . fuWcriptjons k)f x5ne guinea each," and maintains two * 
fchools, one for boys, and the other for girTs^ in which the ;cxry 1 
phans of the clergy are educate^ till they are of fufficient age . 
p go out to apprenticefhips. 

ft mjght l?e pf ufe if a.flibjrt and clear account of thefe focxeties l 
was printed in a fmall trad, defcribing their nature. and.dejign* - 
together with the proper time and method of applying to them 
for relief, and the perform to whom foch aprilic&tidns mould be 
made. " > 

jnoft 
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moil deplorable darknefs and ignorance j and 
when that ftupendous fabric of popifh tyranny 
and fuperflition was, like another Babel, raifed ' 
up with incredible art and diligence, to the very 
fkies; yet ftill the Chriftian clergy in general, 
and ours among the reft, were of no fmall bene- 
fit to the community. It is acknowledged by 
an hiftorian, who has never betrayed any par- 
tiality to our order, that in the period we are 
fpeaking of, " the profeffion and (let me add) 
the dijpojition of the churchmen, averfe to 
arms and violence, tempered the general 
". tura to military enterprifcs, and maintained, * 
" gveji amidft the fhock of arms, thofe feoret 
44 links without which it is impoffible for hu- 
€t m^n Society to fubfift *." Nay, even rrjany 
privileges of the order that were juftly looked 
tpon with a jealous eye, yet proved, in thole 
turbulent ages, a check to the deipotifm of our , 
mojiajchs, and at, the fame time kept the com- 
munity from falling to pieces by the fa&ions 
and' quarrels of the nobles. And it ought 
n?ver to be forgotten, that for what we call bur 

Magna Charta, that main foundation fas 

• \ 

i • 

.* Hume's Hift. qf England, Hen. III. vol. ii. p. 10. »ft 
edit. 4to. 1762. 

- it 
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it js generally held to be) of our free CQ&fti-» 
tutjoni we are principally indebted to the elo-r 
quencp, jhg fpirit, and the adlivity of an Eng- 
lish primate * ? affiftcd and fupported by almoft 
the whole body of his clergy. It is true, in-» 
deed, in other refpe&s the condudt of our . 
Ecclefiaftics was not always fo irreproachable 
?s plight have been wifhed ; for they muft 
needs partake in fome degree of the corruption 
and barbarity which then generally prevailed, 
Yet great numbers of them did, notwithftand^? 
ing, preferve themfelves pure and undefiled 
from the yjces of the age, and were exem-r 
plary in their manners, temperate, charitable! 
meek and heavenly-minded. Their cloyfters 
were a retreat not merely, as is commonly 
fuppofed, for the idle and diflblute, but for the 

* Stephen Langton, archMihop of Canterbury; * a man ' 
" whofe memory," fays the hi dorian above-mentioned ".ought 
" always to be refpe&ed by the Englifti." Vol. I. p. 382. 

In the following reign the abbots andj?rela*es were very in/» 
ftruroentaMn obtaining the fame fecwrity from Hen. III. and 
they endeavoured to guard a gain ft all future violations of it by 
a mod tremendous ceremony. They flood round the Great 
Cii ar •t e r, whilft it was read in parliament, with burning tapers 
in their hands, and denounced the fentenee of excommunication 
ftgainit every one that fliould -thenceforth dare, to infringe that 
fundamental law, lb. Vol. f I. p. 25, 2$. 

(lu4iouSj 
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fhidious, the affii&ed, the penitent and the de- 
vout. They afforded fupport to all the rieigh- 
bouring poor, and in thofe days of lawlefs 
violence, were extremely ufeful as places of 
refuge and fecurity to the defencelefs and the 
wteak. In them too were depofited many of 
thole precious remains of antiquity which we 
now perufe with fo much delight, and which, 
h&d it not been for the protection they found 
in religious houfes, would, in all probability, 
have peri/hed by the hands of thofe barbarians 
that fpread ruin ancl defolation over Europe, 
In thefe peaceful fandtuaries, the leifure and * 
tranquillity which the monks enjoyed, enabled 
them not only to record (however uncouthly) 
the tranfa&ions of their own times, but to 
tranferibe the compofitions of former and more 
valuable writers. Nor was this the only ob-i 
jedfc of their attention. They found time to 
cultivate ?ven fome of the finer arts, Thofe 
fublime powers, of harmony, which have been 
this very day fo nobly and laudably exerted in 
the caufe of the fatherlefs and the widow, owe 
their birth in tjiis country to monaftic diligence 
and ingenuity, Botfy the theory and the practice 
of mufic were firft ftudjed aijd taught here* 

8 <m4 
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and in other parts o£ Europe, by the regular " 
clergy* j and what is now the delight and 
amufement of all ranks of people, was origin 
Dally the offspring of Religion, and appro-* 
priated folely to the purpofe of animating de- 
votion, and giving dignity and folemnity to the 
fervice of the church. The monks drew up 
a large number of treatifes on this fubje<3i 
which, natwithftanding the barbarifm of the 
times, were written with great perfpicuity, 
method, and precision % and they had femuML- 
xies of. young people under their care, whom 
they inftru&ed in the rudiments of this fcience, 
Libr^rifs were ^Ifo formed in all the moi>afte? 
ries, and fchools founded in them aud near 
nioft of the cathedrals, for teaching the.Ute- 
rature of the times -f-. And thus was learning 
-kept alive at leaft, though m a very languid 
ftate, till the art of printing was found out, 
.Even that moll ufeful art itfelf was, according 
to the opinion of foirie learned men, which 
ieems to be well founded, firft brought int? 
eur ifland by the care and generofity of an 

* See Dr. Buraey's Hift. of Mufic, vol, ii. p. 68. And Sir 
John Hawkins's Preliminary Difc.p. 48 to 53: and vol. V. 

p. I1Z, 1 1 J. 

f Vide Mofhemii Hift. Ecclef. ice. vi. par. ii. c. i, p. 337* 

Englito 
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Engliih primdte*. In the reftoration of let- 
ters, which quickly followed, the Ecclefiaftic^ 
took the lead, and contributed more than any 
other fet of men to introduce a tine tafte for 1 
every branch of polite and ufeful learilifig into 
this country. From that period to the pre- 
fent, they hive always made a diftinguifhed 
figure in the whole circle of fcienceS and arts j 
their writings have ever ranked amongft the 
pureft of their times ; and let the occafiort 
excufe me if I add, (the proofs of what I fay 
are before the world) that our profpffion is at 
this very day adorned by men, who, in genius, 
learning, judgment, tafte, and elegance of com- 
pofition, have few if any fuperiors. 

Whoever, then, is a friend to literature and 

- • Archbiftiop Bourchief ; whd perfuaded Henry VI. to fur- 
nifh one Mr. Robert Tumour with a.thoufand marks (towards 
tyhich the archbi (hop contributed three hundred), and to fend him 
^privately to Harlem, in company with Caxton, in order to fetch 
from thence the new-invented art of printing ; which he dill 
accordingly, by bringing over to England Frederick Gorfcllis, 
One of the compofitors at Harlem. See Biograph. Britann. art 
Bdurchier. Dr. Middleton, indeed, and others, -have endea- 
voured to difprove the truth of this ftory ; but their mod ma- 
terial, objeftions to it have been well anfwered by Mr. Meerman, 
in his very curious and learned work, intituled, Origines Typo* 
^raphicae, voL iL 

the 
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tlie fine arts, muft be a friend to the English 
clergy, and will chearfully contribute to thfc 
relief of that order which has fo largely contri- 
buted to his information and amufement. But 
they have ftill more fubftantial fervices than 
thefe to plead. To them you ftand principally 
indebted, not only for the reftoration of letters, 
but the revival of true Religion. For although 
the firft oppofition made here to the ufurpa* 
tions of the Church of Rome took its rife frori 
the paflions of an impetuous prince, yet the 
work of reformation itfelf was undoubtedly 
begun, carried on, and compleated by the 
hands of thcEnglifli clergy. In this glorious 
caufe they wrote with irrefiitible flretogtb of 
argument, and fuffered with invincible forti- 
tude of mind. To their labours, their piety 
and learning, their judgment land moderation, 
you owe that pure mode of worship, and that 
excellent form of public prayer you now en- 
joy j the conftant ufe of which in the Church 
of England has undoubtedly, in more refpe&s 
than one, been .of infinite fervice to the people 
of this kingdom. And when, at a fubfequent 
period, our religious as well as civil liberties 
:Were ft. the moft imminent danger of being 

deftroyed, 
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deftroyed by the intemperate zeal of abigotted. 
r an4 defpotic monarch, then again did the 
,qkrgy courageoufly ftep forth ill defence of 
both. From them originated one of the very 
£rft parliamentary checks to the violences of 
James II.* By their excellent difcourfes and 
yrritings, againft popery, the people were firft 
t youfed to a juft abhorrence of that dangerous 
jTuperftition *f\ By their decent; yet manly 
firmnefs, in fupporting their invaded rights, 
the reft of the nation was infpired with a firm- 
Jar refolution to refift the precipitate and un- 
conftitutional meafures of an infatuated court ; 
and throughout the whole of that memorable 
and glorious tranfa&ion, their behaviour was 
at Once fo prudent and intrepid, fo fuitable to 

* Henry Compton, bifhop of London, in the nam* of hi* 
brethren* made a motion in the Houfe of Lords to take into con* 
federation King James's famous fpeech in the fecond feffion of 
parliament* hi Which he fignified his intention of dtfatnfing with 
the Te&»a&s» The biihop's motion was carried, jfume's Hi& 
rol. vL p. 39a— -I have referred to this hiftorian all along, for 

no other reafon, than becaufe his tefEmony, when given \nfq* 

» 

<vour of the clergy (whom he fincerely hated) is unexcep- 
tionable. 

f To the fame eminent perfons we owe the fabverfion of 
the whole fyftem 6f Atheiftir Philofophy, from its very founds* 
4ioos« See the Bi&op of Worcefter's Sermons. S, i. p. t+* 

theft 
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their profeflion, .and fo friendly to the righte- 
ous caufe of genuine liberty and pure religion; 
that they receired one of the highejft and moft 
flattering rewards with which a Britifh fubjed: 
can be honoured, the unanimous thanks of 
the commoris of Great-Britain in Parliament 

aflembled*; 

• * ! ' 
Thefe, perhaps it will be faidj though im- 
portant, are paft feryices, and are calculated to 
prove, not what we ourfelves, but what our. 
predeceffors have done for the public; Yet 
furely they are rcafbns for efteeming the or- 
der in general, for bearing teftimony to the 

merits of thofe who have formerly adorned it* 

* •■ . 

• Journals of the Houfe of Commons; Feb. i, iJ58S* 
Among other inftances of cool yet refolute oppofidoh to the 
defpotifm of James by the prelates and clergy of the Chur ch 0/ 
England at this mbmentous period, the reader wili recoiled* with 
peculiar veneration drtd gtatitiidfe, Blihdp Compters fefufal td 
cbmply with the king's illegal order to fufpefad Dr. Sharp, for 
preaching againft popery ; the refiftance made by Dr. Hough; 
and the Fellows of Magdalen College in Oxford, to the king's 
arbitrary mandate in favour of a popiih pfefident I arid the truly 
■oble and patriotic conofda of the fevefi bifhops who were fent 
*? ^ Tow*r, and brought to a public trial for their petition to 
the throne againft the fecond Declaration of Indulgence founded 
on the Difrenftng Power. Thefeidb of magnanimity on the part 
tf the Englifli clergy, indiiputably prepared and kd the way td 
the great and glbrieu* cvfcntt which i^oa after followed; 

Vol. IL -M * ' • and 
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and for exercifing every aft of klndnefs ancf 
humanity towards the perfons who fucceed. 
them in their miniftry- And even thefe, wc 
hope, have fomething to plead m their behalf. 
They have not, we truff, materially departed 
from the principles of their ancestor** The 
Englifh clergy % we do not fcruple to fay,- are 
ftillzealoufly attached to theinterefts of virtue 
and religion ; are ftill, in general, faithful, di- 
ligent, and regular in the difcharge. of their 
facred functions. They are ftill fincere friends 
to real conjiitutwnai freedom ; and the very: 
fame love of it, which at the Revolution led 
them to refufe a flavifh and unlimited cibe- 
dience to the illegal. mandates of arbitrary 
power, induces them now to promote, both 
by their doftrine and their- example/ that du- 
tiful refpeft, and cohfeientious fubmifftQa,to 
all lawful authority, which the Gofpel tnoft 
peremptorily enjoins;; the extreme want of 
which is atprefent but too vifible, and yet 
without which no true Kberty:>e&n lotfg fub- 
lift. But although, on thefe grounds; thejr have* 
judged it expedient to throw their weight into 
the fcale ofLgoveraoient* yet- they have done 
this without* any tinbecornirtg vehemence" 6c 

; ' 'heat; 
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heat; and amidft all the violent difleniions 
which have lately agitated this kingdom, they 
have, as a body, conducted themfelves with a 
degree of prudence, temper, mildnefs and mo- 
deration, which muft do them no fmall credit 
in the eyes of every unprejudiced obferver*. 
And that, in other refpe&s, their talents, their 
learning, and their morals, are fuch as have 
gained them general approbation and efteem, 
may be collected from this fingle circum- 
ftance ; that when you want to find out pro- 
per inftrudtors for your children, you naturally 
turn your thoughts- to the clergy ; and it is in 
their hands, in their houfes, you chufe to place 
whatever you hold moft dear and valuable in 
the world. To them, in fhort, has long been, 
and ftill is, confided that mbft important truft, 
the education of youth; a triift^ which it is no 
Vain boaft to fay, they have discharged with 
fidelity and ability -f\ Under their direction* 
the fchools and univerfities of this kingdom 

M a hav« 

# Thcfe remarks, though firft made in the year ^776, arc 
fto lcfs true at the prefent moment. 

f How well qualified they are for this employment, has been 
fully lhewn by a confummate judge of the fubjeft of education j 
in die Dialogues on the Vfet of Foreign Travel, ift ed. Dial. 2. 
/» 1*3. The attentive perufal Of theft inimitable dialogues is 

ftrongljr 
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have acquired an acknowledged fuperiorit^ 
over all the other feminaries of Europe. If* 
their colleges have been formed moft of thofe 
great and illuftrious characters that have con- 
tributed to the glory and profperity of this 
country : and even among that large number 
of perfons here prefent, there are fevy, I appre- 
hend, who have not, at fome period of their 
lives, derived confiderable benefit from the iiv 
ftrudlions of our order. 

Thefc known and undeniable fa&s are, we 
conceive, very unequivocal proofs of our good 
condudt and good eftimation; and ought 
greatly to outweigh all thofe unmerited ca- 
lumnies which are fo often thrown both upon 
the order in general, and the individuals of 
which it is compofcd, by thofe who know 
very little of either*. That there are in ours, 
as in every other profeffibn, feveral unworthy 

members, 

Jlrongly recommended to all thofe who prefer a foreign univer- 
fity ta our own, or who {\&er their ions to ramble over Europt 
at an eaity and moft dangerous period of life, not only wkhout 
a elected governor, but even fometimes without any governor 
at all, 

* " The rufc/' fajfo a great and good prelate," which moft 
** of our adverfarks fcexn. to have fet t-hemfelves is, to be at all 
"adventures & bitter as they can; and they follow k not only 

** beyond 
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members, it is in vain to deny; and where can 
be the wonder, if in fo very numerous a fo- 
ciety fome apoftates fhould be found ? But 
take the whole in one colle&ive view, and it 
may with the greateft truth be affirmed, that 
you will no where find, either in ancient or 
modern times, a body of more than ten thou- 
fand perfdns, fituated in the midft of a popu- 
lous, rich, -commercial, luxurious kingdom, 
furrounded with every temptation, and every 
danger to which virtue can be expofed, whofe 
morals are fo ' blamelefs, and fo little injured 
by the general contagion, as fhofe of the Eng- 
lifti clergy. With refpeft to that part of 
them, more efpecially, whofe families (when 
they themfelves fhall be no more) will proba- 

* 

bly want the prote<5tion of this charity, it is 
but juftice to them to fay, that their condudt 
renders them worthy of every a<3 of kindnefs 

"> beyond truth, but beyond probability ; averting the very 
" worjt things of us without foundation, and exaggerating every 
4< thing without mercy; imputing the faults, and fometimes 
ft imaginary faults of particular perfons, to the whole order $ 
" and then declaiming againft us all promiicuoufly witlj fucfc 
~" wild vehemence, as, in any cafe but ours, they themfelves 
* would think in the higheft degree cruel andunjuil." Stcktr's 
Charges, f. 5. 

M 3 whicl* 
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which their poverty may require. Contented* 
humble, modcft, patient, and laborious, their 
lives gre divided between fulfilling the duties 
of their pfofeffion and firuggling with the 
difficulties of their fituation. Nay, it is to 
their virtue chiefly that thefe very diftrefles arc 
owing. They are formed with the fame ^af* 
fions and propenfities as other men ; and were 
' they as little fcrupulous about the means of 
gratifying thpm as others too commonly are 5 
had they adopted that very commodious fyf- 
tem of modern ethics, whiph ranks hypocrisy 
p,nd adultery among the requifites Qf a goo4 
education, there would certainly be no ne$d for 
us ever to become your petitioners fpr thei* 
widows and children. But as they have been 
trained up in a religion which requires unble T 
jnifhe^ purity of manners and of heart, they 
think themfelves bound to keep within the 
limits prefcribed by their heavenly Mafter, 
and to allow themfelves no gratifications but 
thofe which he has pronounced' lawful and 
honourable, Hence they are often induced tQ 
contraft early marriages, and find themfelves 
furrounded by a numerous family before they 
are provided with the means of fupporting 
■ f them, 
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tihem. At. the fame time they are expe&ed 
to live creditably, and to maintain a decent 
hospitality jamongil their neighbours. To 
them the jaoor, the lick, . the diftreffed part of 
their fldck* -naturally look up, as their chief 
refuge and flippant; and in fome fmall vil- 
lages (if you except parochial relief) the'ini- 
iiifter of the parifli is almoft the- only refource 
they h&ve. Thefe demands he is commonly 
inclined td anfwer to the utitioft of his power. 
Perhaps, too, he may have the misfortune of 
a little tafte for books, which is not indulged 
without expence ; and from his acquaintance 
with the belfc arid pureft writers of antiquity, 
SB .well as from the habits and connexions of 
his early years, he may have acquired fenti* 
raents and feelings far beyond the ftraitnefs of 
his circumAances, and the humility of his con- 
dition. Hence, befides the large fums which 
he is often obliged to expend oa the neceflary 
repairs of his parfonage, he may poffibly be in- 
duced to add a few conveniences to jt ; he may 
even be tempted, by the natural beauties of 
its fituation, to expend more in improving and 
adorning his little territories, and in rendering 
them comfortable and delightful to himfelf and 

M 4 thofc 



168 S E R M O N VII. 

thofe that follow him, than in ftrid prudence 
- he ought. In a few years his fons muft be 
fent to fchools and uftiveriitie v or to trades 
and profeffions : and if, perchance, he fhould 
be ambitious of giving his daughters alfo a few 
ufeful accomplUhments, let us pardon him this 
wrong; it is the only fortune .he can give 
them, Thefe expences necefiarily oblige him 
to anticipate his narrow income, and to con* 
traft, perhaps, a confiderable debt ; a load 
which often lies lb heavy upon his mind, that 
it brings him prematurely down with forrow 
to the grave. Then it is that his wife- and 
children find themfelves plunged not only in 
the fevereft affliction, but in embarraffments 
out of which they are utterly unable to extri- 
cate themfelves. It is then the widow may, 
with but too much propriety, addrefs herfelf 
to every one of us in the. words of the text, 
*' Thy fervant my hufband is dead, and thou 
" knoweft tha{ thy' fervant did fear the Lord, 
*' and the creditor is come tp take unto him 
" my two fons to be bpnd-ipen/' Her chil- 
dren cannot, indeed, in this land of freedom, 
be literally carried into bondage ; but it is ne- 
feffary, both for their fubfiftence and hers, 

that 
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thai they fhould all, in one way or other, be 
taken away from her, and fubje&ed probably 
to much harfher ufage than they had hitherto 
experienced. The head is gone, and the little 
fociety is diflblved ; they muft quit the beloved 
manfion where they have fpent their lives, 
and which they have made fo neat and chear- 
ful at their own coft, perhaps with the labour 
of their own hands. The fmall remnant of 
books and furniture, that conftituted all their 
Wealth, they fee difpofed of for the benefit of 
their creditors ; and then—they have nothing 
to do but to difperfc themfelvcs where they 
can to feek fupport. 

In this critical moment it is that thefe cha- 
ritable eftablifhments open their friendly arms 
to receive them, and each bears its rcfpe&ive 
part in miniftering to their neceffities*. Hbe 
Incorporate Society takes the widow under its 
immediate protection, and allows her a decent 
penfion fo long as her condition and her cir- 
cumftances continue unchanged. Tie Society 
of Stewards and Subscribers > injiituted in the 
year 1 749, undertakes the maintenance and 
education of her children till they are of age 

♦ See the note above, pag. 15 a, 153. 
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to bp apprenticed % and when .they are of fuffi- 
1ji<a*t age,. The Society of tie Feaft of the Sons 
of the Clergy /provides them, with proper ma- 
fierfl, and puts them into a way of obtaining 
ia comfortable fubfittenccv and becoming ufe- 
i^, members of fociety. " ^ 
- Ttusyyoti fee, each of thefc excdkkt insti- 
tutions has its proper life and peculiar depart- 
ment ; and aQ of them concur in forming one 
Boblei coinpeehtsfere plan of national charity. 
But this plan; cam never bb carried intoexecii- 
^ion.withoni the aid of the wealthy and the 
great* ."thaCorpotationihaf i-indeed a fund of 
its own; but this fund,.twi<hoiit occafional 
donaticmratid^hsnief^^ be very in- 

adequate to the obgefis that ftand in need of 
' its affiftance. As to the other t\Vo humane 
fodeties,ubrie x>f which educates the poop or- 
phans which the other places out in the \yorld > 
thefe, I fay,' are entirely fopported by voluntary 
contrihutionsrand fubferiptions ; and -you will 
not, lam fuxe, through an ill-judged parfi- 
rnony, "iliffer syiy of our little ones to pc- 

Yet, notwithftanding .the apparent utility, 
and even pftce^ity, of thefe beneyolent foun- 

# Matth. xviii. 14. 

da t ions, 
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ds&mfe their friends have with no fmalLcon-* 
ccrn obferved, that they have for fame time 
paft been rather lofing ground than gaining it. 
For this, various reafons have Jbeen affigned \ 
but none, I apprehend, of fufficient weight to 
abate any thing of our ardour in f upper t of fuclj 
generous defigns. It has been thought by 
fotne, that there is now the lefs. need for a ge^ 
peral contribution of this nature for the wi- 
dows and children of the clergy, becaufe there 
are w, particular diocefes feveral local inftitu* 
tions of the fame kind. It is true there are ; 
but they afe not near fo univerfal as might be 
wjfhed : they reach only, I conceive, to a fmall 
part of the kingdpm, and their operation is of 
pourfe confined within a narrow compafs. But 
were they much more numerous, than they are, 
were they even fpread through every part of 
the ifland, yet ftill this original parent of them 
all ought to be prieferved and foftered with re- 
ligious veneration and care. Fpr the growing 
increafe of expence in many neceflary articles 
,of life* makes a proportionable increafe in the 
wan 4 ts of the poorer clergy, which by this 
means keep pace with the provifions made, in 
pheir favour ; and they can but ill fpare the 
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lofs of any affiftancc, whether general or locals 
which they have been accuftomed to receive* 
There is ftill another circumftance which 
izay have contributed to the decrcafe of our 
collections, and that is thegreat number of other 
public charities of various kinds, which have 
of late years been eftablifhed in this king- 
dom. And if this is really the cafe, we muft 
not, we do not, complain. If others cannot 
be benefitted but by our lofs, we are content, 
But when we find ourfelves in the very center 
of the richeft commercial city in the world f*, 
we cannot pofiibly entertain the leaft appre- 
henfions on this head. la any other place, 
perhaps, there might be room to fear that the 
ftream of beneficence, when divided into fe- 
veral new channels, might forfake the old. 
But be thefe channels ever fo numerous, your 
liberality can fill them alL It is as inex- 
fcauftible as your wealth, which is daily flow* 
ing in upon you from every quarter of the 
globe, and can enrich and fertilize a vail va- 
riety of different regions at the fame time. 
JLet then other charities fpring up in whatever 

f .Tliis fermoti wa$ preached in St. Paul's church, in the pre- 
Jence of the Lord Mayor, Aldermen, && of the city of Londoi. 
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numbers they will ; we look not upon them 

with an envious or jealous eye ; we confider 

them not as rivals, but as fharers, in your 

bounty, which is able to embrace both them 

and us. Far from wifhing to difcourage, far 

from wifhing to depreciate, other benevolent 

inftitutions, and to form invidious comparifons 

between them and ours, we fincerely wilh 

them, on the contrary, all imaginable fuccefs, 

in full confidence that in a capital like this it 

will not, it cannot, be any obftrudtion to our 

own. You yourfelves are our witncfTes, that 

there are none more ready to countenance 

every humane defign than the Englifh clergy-}-. 

There i$ hardly one public charity to be named 

that has not fome of our order amongft its 

friends $nd fupporters j and if we have any 

gifts of eloquence, any , powers of perfuafioa 

to boaft, they are always ready at your call to 

recommend every generous plan that you think 

fit to patronize ; your fchools, your hofpitals, 

t One very recent and remarkable proof of this ought not to 
be pafled over in filence. Mr. Metherington, a private clergy* 
man, gave birth, within thefe few years, to a new and moll judi- 
cious fpecies of charity. He eftablifhed an annual provifjon 
for fifty blind perfons, and appropriated, in bis life-time, to this 
excellent purpofc, a fund of twenty thoufand poundf • 

your 
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your lick, your prifonefs, your poor. That 
affiftance, then, which we are ever difpofedto 
give, we now hope in our turn to receive. 
Strike out into as many different paths of be- 
nevolence as you pleafe ; yet defert not, we be- 
feech you, the old, the tried, the approved one, 
to which you have been fo long accuftomed. 
This charity «f* has always been your favourite 
child ; it has been born and bred amongft you j 
you have hitherto nurfed and cherifhed it with 
the tendered care ; do not now abandon it to 
the wide world, where it is not yet ftrong. 
enough to make its way without your help. 

You have ieen, I truft, upon the whole, that 
they for whofe families we beg relief, u ar$ 
€€ worthy for whom you fhould do this J :" 
that thofe on whom they depended for fupport, 
and whofe help they have loft, were, both by 
profeffion and by principle, moft ufeful mem- 
bers of fbciety ; and yet were unable to leave 
their children any other inheritance than that 
of extreme poverty, aggravated by the remem- 
brance of happier days, and by minds fufcep- 

f Including the three different branches of it above-men- 
tioned* p. 152, 153. 

* J Luke vii. "4* 

tiblc 
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tiblc of the keeneft feelings. May thefe con- 
fiderations have their due influence on your 
hearts ! And may we, my reverend brethren, 
never forget that it is in our power, by our 
future conduit, to give thefe confiderations 
whatever weight we think fit ! If we do not 
give them all we can ; if, in proportion as we 
ftand more in need of public favour, we da 
not redouble our endeavours to deferve it ; by 
a difcreet inofFenfive behaviour and conven- 
tion, by refidence on our preferments, by a 
clofe attention to the proper ftudies and func- 
tions of our profefiion, by fervent piety, by 
extenfive charity, by meeknefs and humility, 
by a difinterefted and ardent zeal for the ad- 
vancement of religion, and the falvation of 
mankind; if, I fay, by thefe, and fuch like 
evangelical virtues, we do not fupport the cre- 
dit of our character, and by real ufefulnefs ac- 
quire veneration and efteem ; we fliall be no 
lefs blind to our intereft, than unmindful of 
our duty both to God and man *. <-£ 

* See Archbilhop Seeker's truly paftoral Charges through- 
out; which well deferve the ferious attention of every fincere 
and conscientious clergyman in ever,y rank of the profeffion. 
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ECCLESIASTICS xii. iv 



REMEMBER NOW THY CREATOR IN Tft* 

PAYS OF THY YOUTH; - 



THE reafon why we are here, and in oiher 
places of Scriptiire, mora particularly 
fenjoined to remember God in our youth, is 
obvious; it is> becaufe we are then moft apt to 
forget him, Indeed* in every ttage of life as 
well as this, the cares and pleafures of the 
world too often cngrofs our chief attention, 
and banifh for a while the remembrance of 
our Maker. But it is in youth only we feeift 
to be funk in a total forgetfulnefs of Refigiort> 
and € * to have not God in all our thoughts*''' Iii 
a mOre advanced age> reafon becomes fo ftrong, 
or appetite fo weak, that even ift the bufieft i 
knd the gayeft fcenes> we miift 'have fome in* 
Vol, Hi. • N ' tcrvals 
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tervals of thinking, we muft have our folitary 
and ferious moments, in which the idea of a 
God will recur and force itfelf upon our minds. 
The calamities and difappointments which we 
meet with, as we travel forwards in this vale 
of tears, the lofs of friends or of fortune, acute 
pains, and lingering difeafes, are fo many awak- 
ening inftances of our weaknefs and depen- 
dence, and compel us, v in fpite of- indolence or 
pride, to look up to Heaven, and our Father 
that is in Heaven, for affiftance and protection. 
But in youth, thefe faithful monitors are want- 
ing; there are, then, generally fpeaking, no 
cares or afflictions to remind us of our Creator, 
and bring us to a juft fenfe of our duty. The 
novelty of the objedts that fucceffively furround 
us at our firft entrance into -life, fupplies us 
with a perpetual fund of entertainment; and an 
uninterrupted flow of health and fpirits " fills, 
€( our mouth with laughter, and our tongue with 
" joy." We find ourfelves* happy, and confider 
not who it was that made us ifo; we find, our- 
felves in a wide theatre of a&ion, and without 
thinking how we are to perform our refpe&ive 
parts upon it, furvey with rapture thofe al- 
luring fcenes that every where open to our 

view, 
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View, and launch out in ptfrfuit of the plea- 
fores that are before us with fo much eager- 
nefs ind precipitation* as to leave no timet 
cither to trace th6m backwards to their fource* 
Or forwards to their confequences; From 
thefe falfe fteps in our fetting out* flow moft 
of the fatal errors and mifcarriages of our fu- 
ture conduit ; and for want of a little recol- 
lection when we are yoitng, we too often lay 
up a ftore of mifery for the remaining part of 
our exiftence here* and for all eternity here- 
after* 

Since* then* in our early years* we are for the 
tooft part deftitute of thofe ufeful mementos* 
and thofe favourable feafons of recolle&ion* 
tvhich occur fo often in the other parts of 
life; and are* therefore* more particularly prone 
to forget our Maker, at a time when it leaft 
becomes us fo to do, the admonition con-^ 
tained in the text muft feem highly proper^ 
and cannot be too often inculcated, in order 
to fupply, in fome meafure, that unhappy in- 
fenfibility, that inattention to every thing fe- 
iious and religious, which is fo generally ob- 
ferVable, and fo much complained of, in 
youth* 

N 2 JW 
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• No man could be more fenfible of this, of 
*nore ferioufly lament it, than the royal 
preacher from whom thefe words are taken. 
He faw a melancholy inftance of it iq the con- 
duct of his own fon, who began now probably to 
give fome indications of that fiery and ungo- 
vernable temper, which afterwards proved fo 
fatal to himfelf, and to his kingdom. He, 
therefore, urges the neceffity of remembering 
God in our youth, not only with all the au- 
thority of an experienced fage, and an infpired 
writer, but with all the tendernefs of a parent 
felicitous for the welfare and profperity of 
his child. 

And this may, perhaps, be one reafon of 
thofe frequent and preffing exhortations to an 
early piety, which are every where fcattered 
up and down; in his writings. They had, 
however, no doubt a view to the depravity of 
youth in general, as well as of Rehoboam in 
•particular ; and as we may, I think, venture 
to' fay, that there , is at leaft as mtich occafion 
for a repeated: injunction of this duty in the 
prefent, times, as in the days ".of Solomon; it 
ihall be the bufinefs of this difcourfe to recom- 
jnend and enforce an early piety, by Showing, 
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firft, the reafonableneis and propriety of it ; 
and, fecondly, by pointing out fome of the 
principal advantages which will attend the 
praftice of it. 

I. Firft, then, I am to fliow the reafonable- 
nefs and propriety of remembering our Creator 
in the days of our youth. 

And here it is evident, that by remember- 
ing our Creator, we are not merely to under- 
• . » • 

%nd a habit of recalling the bare idea of him 
to our mind, or a cold, lifelefs contemplation of 
his exiftehce, 1 but fuch a fervent, affedionate, 
grateful remembrance, as is fometimes kindled 
in our. breafts by thinking on an abfent or a 
departed friend, when every tender circum- 
stance of that endearing connexion rufties in 
upon the foul, and all his friendly offices, all 
the pleafing inftances of his love and kindnefs 
towards us, prefent themfelves at once to our 
view. We muft not only remember that he 
is, but that he 'is our Creator, and that with 
all thofe fentiments of piety and love, which 
fuch a relation naturally fuggefts. We muft 
remember that he gave us life and all its blef- 
fings, all that we aftually enjoy here, or hope 
tQ enjoy hereafter; and we muft (how the 
< ^ N 3 reality 
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reality of this remembrance by majcing a fait* 
^ble return for fuch invaluable favours. For 
even in "the moil familiar forms of fpeaking, 
to remember a kindnefs is to requite it $ and 
the only return that a creature can make to 
his Creat6r, is an uniform obedience to his 
will, and a punctual oblervaijce of all his laws. 
JJut that which the text more particularly re- 
commends to the young man, j$ the remem- 
brance of God as bis Creator \ not only becaufe 
the communication of exiftence of courfe in- 
pludes every other bleffing, hat bqcaufe this 
confideration is more peculiarly adapted tp the 
circumftances of thofe to -whom' the precept 
is addreffed.. For if even when life is become 
familiar to us, when wq have tafted its for-* 
rows as well as its joys, the remembrance of our 
Creator is yet apt fometimes to excite the 
warmeft returns of gratitude and devotion, how- 
pught this refie&ion to work on the hearts of 
fhofe who afe, as it were, frefh from the 
hands of their Maker, and unacquainted with 
every thing in life but its bleffings? How 
can tl^e young man forbear breaking out with 
%he royal pfalmift into that paffionate over- 
sowing of a grateful heart; " Praife the Lord, 

| f • P py 
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O my foul, and all that is within me praife 
his holy name. Praife the Lord, O my fouI, J 
and forget not all his benefits: who for- 
giveth all thy fins, and healeth all thine in- 
firmities; who faveth thy life from deftruc- 
tion^ and crowneth thee with mercy and 
loving kindnefs'; who fatisfieth thy mouth 
with good things, making thee young arid 
€€ lufty as ah eagle*/' One would imagine, 
indeed, that inftead of thinking it could bvef 
be too foon, men fhould rather fear it would 
be always full late, to remember their Creator, 
and that life itfelf would be fhort enough for 
making returns to his unbounded mercies; 
yet fuch is the ftrange perverfenefs, fhall I call 
it, or thoughtleflhefs of youth, that the good- 
' nefs of God generally produces a quite contrary 
effedt; and that profufion of happinefs, which 
ought to bind them for ever to his fervice, is 
the very thing that fupplants him in their 

affections, and banifhes the remembrance of 

- • . . . ^* 

him from their minds. Their pleafure§ and 

purfuits follow fo clofe upon one another, as 

" to leave no room for any ferious reflections to 

intervene; or if, by chance, any religious 

• Pfalm ciii. v. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5. 
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thought intrude upon the feries of their joya* 
they inftantly dilmifs the unbidden, unwel- 
come gueft, \yith the anfwer of Felix to Paulj 
9 * Go thy way for this time, when we have 3 

V convenient feafori we will fend for thee*" 

* » 

But let not the young man flatter himfelf that 
^ny feafon is fo convenient as the prefent, of 
that God will be content with tjie dregs of 
life, and the refufe of his years ; le{ him not 
foolifhly imagine, that after having fpent his 
beft days in the fervice of j(in, the wretched 
remains of them are an offering fit for his 
Creator; or that a foul polluted with guilt, 
an A a .body emackted with difeafe, will be ac- 
cepted a£ the. altar of the Almighty. No; he 
demands the firft and faireft of all pur days, 
£he firft and pureft motions of the heart; the 
firft fruits " of that vineyard which his right 
."hand hath planted, and of the branch that 
" He made fo ftrong for himfelf*." 

It can he, indeed, but little proof of our 
loyalty not to rebel againft our Sovereign, 
when we have not ftrength to take up arms, 
and there are no temptations to make us 
fvverve from our allegiance ; but if, when we 

? Pfalmlxxx.v, ic 
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Arc in our full ftrength and vigour; when the 
jdanger is near, and the enemy at the gate, 
trying, every method fo fubdue our virtue, and 
corrupt our fidelity; if we ther* withstand in 
the evil day, rejedt his offers, repel his viQ* 
fence, elude his ftratagems, and baffle all hi* 
attempts, we fhall then, indeed, fhow ourfelves 
good fubje&s and faithful foldiers of our he^- 
yenly Mafler j wp fhall have fought the good 
fight of faith, and when death fhall releafe us 
from our fiation, may humbly hope to receive* 
through the merits of our Redeemer, the 
wages of our Chriftian warfare j not thofe pe- 
rifhable crowns, and .that vifioriary immorta- 
lity, which.are the pbpr regards pf earthly he- 
roes, but a crown of glory that fadetf} pot away, 
a real immortality of happinefs in Heaven* 

But this confederation more properly be- 
longs to the fecond head, under which * I 
propofed to confider fome of the principal 
advantages arifing from a courfe of early 
piety, 

II. And firft } he who remembers his 

Creator in the days of his youth, may depend 

upon it, that his Creator will not forget him 

$11 the days of his life. A religious young 

6 - perfon 



pe/fcn is, above all others, peculiarly accept- 
able to the Alfnighty; an objed: upon which 
$ie looks down with an eye of uncommon fa- 
vour and approbation. /.There cannot, indeed, 
be conceived a fpe&acle more great an$ lovely, 
than to fee a .young man Struggling with the 
temptations of the world, the tyranny of cuf- 
tom, the . felicitations of evil compaay, and the 
Strength of evil paffions. To fee him not 
" meanly following a multitude to do evil," 
but bravely Hemming the popular torrent ; 
and whilft thole around him deviate either on 
the one hand into the beaten road of vice, or 
' on the other' into the endlefs mazes of gaiety 

* ■ • • I » f ; .' O f/ 

and folly $ to |ee him left Handing alone with 
virtue in the midft, and daring to be Angularly 
good. To, fee the vigour of bis understanding 
not funk In fenfuality, or diffipated in trifles, 
but rifirtg to the nobleft purfuits after truth 
and virtue ; and the alacrity of his Spirits not 
exhausted in the wild fallies of intemperate 
mirth, in ruining his own and others inno- 
cence, -and difturbing the peace and order of 
focie.ty j but ^exerting itfelf in the moft lively 
difplay of every generous and focial duty, in 
giving life to his devotions, and atchieving the 

ponqueft 



J 



SERMON VIII. 187 

ttfnqueft over his paffions. To fee him, in 
fliort, facrificing the flower of his days, his 
gaieties, his pleafures, and diverfions, at the 
altar of his Creator 5 and, in fpite of the im- 
potent wit and raillery of his gay companions* 
in fpite of all the obftrudtions that the wick- 
,ednefs of man, or the deceitfulnefs.of his own 
heart, can throw in his way, fteadily and refo- 
lutely perfevering in a uniform coiirfe of piety 
and virtue to the laft. 

-I V » 

It cannot fail, but fuch an one muft, in the 

■'.'.' • * - » 

ordinary courfe of .things, draw down upon 
himfelf the cheiceft bleflings of Heaven. He 
iets out in life with fairer profpe&s and.greater 
advantages than all his rival contemporaries, 
with the bleffing of God upon ^11 his undei> 
takings, and a moral a flu ranee, that whatfoever 
Tie doeth, it fhall profper. And it muft furely 
be a. moft comfortable refle&ion to him, that 
he thus grows under the defence of the 
Moft High, and flourishes under the fhadow 
of the Almighty." It muft give life to all 
his defigns, infpire him with a manly forti- 
tude in ^11 his refplutions, and difFufe an even 
chearfulnefs and compofure through his whole 
deportment, whilft, like his blefled Mafter in 

the 
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the fame period of life, " he grows in ftaturtf 
" arid in wildom, and in favour with God and 
* f man v . 

- * • • 

• » * * • 

2 . By remembering God in our youth'; we 
*fave the pains of, recollecting him in old age, 
"•* when the evil days come, (as come they 
afluredly will) in which we fhall fay, we 
have no pleafuite in them." If Religion is 
arleflbn wemuft fome time or other learn, we 
cannot begin too foon. It is not a thing to be 
taken up at our leifure, a * work - to be done 
when we have nothing elfe to do $ but will 
•find fullemployment for all the time and jpaitfs 
*we can beftow upon it. Youth is the time 
^Wheri' the feed's bf every Chriftian grace and 
>irtue aire tb be fworn in our hearts. If we 

... - ■* H 

'negleft this favourable feafbn, and fuiFer thfe f 
'tares to fpriftg up in' their room, we fhall not 
only' have the ' painful tafk bf implanting new 

f affedtions and^nefw deiires in a wornrout foil, 

■ . ...... ^ 

but bf eradicating the old ones*; and that, too, 
when they have grown up with us fo long, 
and * are fo interwoven with our very confti- 
tutiohS, that to rend them away from the foul, 
will be like plutking out an eye, or tearing 

r t • •» 
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6ff a limb from the body. The Scriptures 
h#ve laboured to exprefs, in the ftrongeft 
terms, the ; extreme difficulty of fuch an un- 
dertaking, and made ufe of the boldeft figures 
to imprefs a deep fenfe of it upon our minds* 
They call fuch a reformation in an advanced 
age, <' becoming a new creature,* putting off the 
a old man and putting on the new/' and com- 
pare it to " the leopard changing its fpots, and 
" the Ethiopian his fkin *." Indeed, the great 
hardship of the tafk may well juftify fuch ex- 
preffions ; and if any one confiders what pains it 
rcofts him, to wean himfelf even from the moft 
whimfical and trifling cuftoms which he has 
accidentally acquired and long indulged, he 
will eafily conceive what inward pangs and 
agonies he muft undergo, before he can entirely 
eradicate habits that are grafted on the ftrongeft 
natural defires ; and effed: fuch a total change 
iqi the whole frame and temper, in the colour 
arid complexion of his mind, as is abfolutely 
neceflary to render his reformation effectual. 
We are told; indeed, in Scripture, that 
the ways of Religion are ways of pleafanfc- 
nefs, and that all her paths are peace ;" a«d 

* Con r. 17, Ephef. ir. 22. 24. Jcr. xiiL 23. 
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fo they moft certainly are ; but it is to thole 
only who have been accuftomed to walk in 
them from their youth up* The gate that 
leadeth to this way is narrow and ftrait, and 
the road, nt firft, fo rugged and uneven* that 
if we do not enter upon it till i€ the day is far 
" fpent, and the night draweth on/' we fliall 
neither have time nor ftrength to furmount 
the many obftacles we fhall meet with. But 
if the young man fets out in the morning of 
life, the frefhnefs of his ftrength and fpirits, 
aided by the influences of divine grace, will 
carry him through every difficulty. As he 
advances forwards, his toil grows lefs ; the 
afperities of the way gradually difappear $ the 
path grows wider, and the pfofpedt opens* 
till he fees at laft, with the eye of faith, thgt 
land of promife to which he haftens ; a fight 
that chears and revives him $ when, after the 
labours of his journey, his foul begins to 
faint within him. And this fuggefts to us 
a third advantage refulting from an early fenfe 
of Religion, namely, the fatisfadtion and com-* 
fort it will afford us on the bed of death. 

3. However the young libertine may now 
boaft himfelf, and triumph in his impiety, and 

laugk 
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laugh at the fcrupulous timidity of thofe who 
deny themfelves a thoufand pleafures, which 
^boldly fnatches without hefitation or remorfe, 
yet there will come a time, and God knows 
how foon it niay come, when his heart will 
quake for fear, when he will believe and 
tremble. Nor muft he vainly flatter himfelf 
that the evil day is far off, or that when it 
does come, he fhall face it with the fame 
fteadinefs and intrepidity with which he now 
affronts his Maker. For whilft he fees ? thou- 
" fands even of his own age, fall befide him* 
" and tea thoufand at his right hand," how 
can he be fure that the danger will not come 
nigh him, efpecially as he takes the fureft me- 
thod to bring it near him, and to quicken the 
pace of death by his intemperance. It mull, 
however, at laft overtake him; and ,when it 

• « 

does, alt his vaunted courage will at once 
defert him. The ftouteft hearts will fail, and 
the fierceft fpirits will be broken, when that 
dreadful, day arrives. Our own hiftory* and 
that of other nations, will furnifh us with 
abundant inftances, where the boldeft chiefs 
in iniquiry, who have gloried in the moft opeij 
and avQwed contempt of Religion, have yet 

been 
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been (b utterly difmayed at the approach at 
death, as to fink into the mod abjedl fuper-i 
ftition and unmanly complaints. It is not that 
enterprizing fpirit which carries a man fo fiic- 
cefsfully through this world, that will avail 
him in his entrance on the next. Nothing 
can then fupport him amidft the terrors of 
diflblution, and the pangs of parting with all 
that is dear and near to him, but the reflection 
on a well-fpent life j and as we (hall (land in 
need of every poflible incjeafe, of comfort, we 
ought to fweeten this refle<ftion all we can, by 
beginning early to remember God. For we 
muft not imagine, what fome are willing to 
perfuade themfelves, that a late repentance 
will have the fame efFedt upon our minds in 
our laft moments, as a life that needed no re- 
pentance. They who think fo, (how them- 
felves to be utter ftrangers to the real fituatioii 
of a dying man* They know not the terrof 
and amazement, the fears and apprehenfions, 
of a foul that (lands trembling on the brink of 
eternity, and whofe falvation depends on a late 
repentance. He fears, he knows not what, 
about the fincerity of that repentance ; he feaft 
hie contrition may not have been deep enough, 

hi* 
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his amendment not complete ; that fomd 
trimes may not have appeared to him in their 
full guilt and bafenefs, and fome may have ei*-> 
tirely efc&ped his fearch* He enhances every 
real danger, and creates to himfelf a thoufand 
more $ and whatever may be the efficacy of 
that repentance, with regard to h\s future con* 
dition, it cannot in his prefent yield him that 
comfortable hope, that humble confidencfe in 
the' merits of his Redeemer, which is abfo* 
lately neceflary to the quiet of the mind, in 
fo interefting a point* This can only be the 
refult of a life, in which, upon the moft im- 
partial review, there appears nothing to la- 
ment but thofe frailties and infirmities which 
man cannot but fometimes fall into, and 
which God, through the mediation and death 
of Chrift, has mbft gracioufly promifcd to for j 
give* And in this review, the further we can 
caft our eyes backwards on our. fincere, though 
imperfect endeavours after holirie£s, and the 
nearer we can trace up the beginning of our 
religious obedience to the beginning of life, 
the more pleafing will be the retrofped, the 
more unallayed our fatisfaftion. Every im~ 
pulfe of paffion we have fubdued, every temp* 
" Vol. lit O tatiwi 
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tation we have refifted or efcaped, every evit 
thought we have reftrained, and every good 
one we have encouraged, will then each rife 
up to befriend us, and fpeak peace to our 
affrighted fouls. And though the religious 
young man may now, perhaps, complain of 
the difficulties he hath to ftruggle with, yet 
let him remember, that the bitterer his pre- 
fent fenfations are, the more joyful will be Ms 
•refledlioms at that momentous period. It is 
then in fhojt, and only then, we fee the true 
difference between him. that ferveth God in 
his youth, and him that ferveth him not ; and 
^whoever compares their differeAt circum* 
fiances and.behaviour on that trying occafion, 
will moft fincerely wifh " that he may die 
* the death of the righteous, aftd that his latter 
v end may he like his." But let us remember, 
that it is no* a mere inactive mjh alone that 
can progure us this ineftimahle bleffiflg ; let us 
remember, that if we would die the death of 
the righteous, we muft lerioufly refolve: from 
$ur youth up, to live his life, and that it will 
be in, vain to pray that our latter «od may be 
like his, unlefs our early years, be Uke his ajfc* 

SERMON 
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AND ELIJAH CAME UNTO ALL THE PEOPLfe* 
AND SAID, HOW LONG HALT YE BE* 
TWEEN TWO OPINIONS ? IP THE LOR0 
BE GOD, FOLLOW HIM) BUT IF BAAL* 
THEN FOLLOW HIM* 

NOtwithftanding th<£ many eiprefs com* 
mands given to the Jews to worfhij* 
the one only true God, and the many admi-* 
table provifidns made in their law to preferve 
them from the ' adoration of any cfcher j yet 
it is notorious* that from the time *of theitf 
leaving Egypt, down to the Babylonifh cap- 
tivity, they wefe frequently faffing into ido-* 
latry 4 It mud be obfenred, however, that this 
idolatry of theirs* wicked and inexcufable as 
it undoubtedly was, did not eonfift m atb- 

O a - folutety 



196 SERMON IX, 

folutely renouncing the worfhip of the trae 
God, but in joining with it the worfhip of 
falfe gods. This they did in imitation of the 
heathen* nations around them; who, like all 
other pagans, though they had each their 
peculiar tutelary deities, yet made no fcruple 
of aflbciating thofe of any other people along 
with them. • In conformity to which accom- 
modating temper, the Jews themfelves pro- 
bably confidering the God of Ifrael as their 
national God, imagined th^t their allegiance to 
him was not violated by admitting other local 
deities to a (hare in his worfhip* It was this 
abfurd and impious cuftom of joining the ado- 
ration of idols to that of the true God, againft 
which we find fo many .precepts and exhor- 
tations in the Old Teftament directed, and 
fuch fevere punifhments denounced. And in 
oppofition to this.ftrange practice it was, that 
Elijah propofes to the idolatrous Ahab and 
his people, an, effectual method of deciding 
which was the true God, Jehovah or Baal ; 
and;he introduces his prppofal with that fpi- 
rited expoflulation, contained in the words of 
the text. " How long halt ye between tWo 
f € opinions ? If the Lord be God* follow him ; 

« but 
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* t>ut if Baal, then follow him." This was, 
in effeft, faying, How long will ye aft this 
bafe difingenuous part of attempting to ferve 
two mafters, and to worfhip at once both the 
Lord and Baal J, The Lord is a jealous God. 
He demands your whole affeftion. He will 
not be ferved by halves ; hq will not accept of 
a divided empire with Baal. Chufe ye, then, 
whom ye will ferve, and no longer halt be- 
tween two direftly oppofite and inconfiftent 
opinions. If you are perfuaded (and never 
had any people more reafon to be perfuaded) 
that the Lord Jehovah, the great Creator of 
Heaven and'Eairth, is the only true God, aft 
agreeably to fuch a perfuafion. Follow him, 
and him only; ferve him fincerely, uniformly, 
and entirely, with all your heart, and foul, and 
mind, and ftreagth $ and live a life of virtue 
and holinefs, in obedience to his commands. 
But if, on the contrary, you can, in opposition 
to the plaineft and ftrongeft evidence, bring 
yourfelves ferioufly to believe that Baal is God, 
follow him. Follow him (if your nature re- 
coil not at it) through all thofe impure and 
deteftabie praftices which his Worfhip autho- 
rizes and requires. But come not thus reeking 

O 3 with 
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with idolatry to the altar of the Lord. He 
will accept of no facrifices from fuch polluted 
hands. Baal is then your God, and you are 
his people. To him alone offer up your 
vows ; from him only expert the fupply of all 
your wants, and deliverance from all your ca- 
lamities. 

The obferyation naturally arifing from the 
text thus explained, is this: That as God 
would not allow a partial worfhip under the 
Mofaic difpenfation, neither will he admit of 
partial faith, and partial obedience, under the 
Chriftian covenant. 

He who was the God of the Jews, is alio 
the God of the Christians ; has from the fame 
invariable pre-eminence of his divine nature, 
the fame claim to our entire and unreferved 
fubmiffion to his will, is equally jealous of his 
own glory and of our allegiance, and equally 
averfe %o any rival in our affections, and our 
fervices. It was the duty of the Jew to be- 
lieve and obey the whole law pf Mofes. It 
is the duty of the Chriftian to believe and 
obey the whole law of Chrift. In oppofitioa 

■ 

jto the dodtrines and duties of the Mofaic law, 
/iood the extravagant conceits of Gentile theo- 
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logy, and the execrable impurities and barba- 
rities of idolatrous worfhip. In oppofition to 
the doflxines and duties of the Gofpel, ftand 
the fanciful refinements of modern philo- 
fophy, and the allurements of a finful world, 
which are now too frequently diftradiing the 
belief, and dividing the obedience of Chriftians> 
as fuperftition and idolatry did formerly thofe' 
of the Jews. And it is no more allowable to 
halt in our belief between deifm and reve- 
lation, and in our pradtice between God and 
Mammon, than it was in the Jews formerly 
to follow at once both the Lord and Ba#l. 
The text, therefore, when diverted of all pe- 
culiarity of circumftance, and brought home 
to ourfelves, affords this general and ufeful 
principle, that we fhould not waver between 
two fyftems, and endeavour to ferve at the 
feme time two mafters ; but entirely devote 
ourfelves either td thd one or the other, and 
ftand to all the confluences of our choice, 
This admonition feems not improperly cal- 
culated for the ftjtie of Religion among our- 
felves at this day, and may be applied with 
£<Jttal juftice b©,th to our faith and praftice. 

Da But 
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. But I fhall, in this difcourfc, confine my ob- 
fervations almoft entirely to the latter, as being 
the moft ufeful, and the beft fuited to the bu- 
finefs of this place. For although much might 
be faid refpedting ftrange conceits in matters of 
faith ; although there are, it is well known, in 
this country, as wdl as in others, a few indivi- 
duals who think them felves at liberty tofeled: 
out of the Gofpel, for their creed, juft what 
happens to fuit their particular hurnour or ca- 
price, and to rejedt all the reft, and may there- 
fore very juftly be faid to " halt between two 
" opinions " yet the number of thefe perfons 
is fo inconsiderable, and the reception their te- 
nets meet with is fo very unpromiling, that to 
fceftow much of our attention upon them, 
would be a very needle fswafte of time.. Much 
lefs can it be neceflary to enter here into any 
confutation of their fanciful opinions. They 
have,been confuted, moft effectually confuted, 
above feyenteen hundred years ago, and that, 
too* by a book which is, or ought to be, in the 
hands of .every Chriftian ; I mean the Bible f 
Every page of that facred volume bears tefti- 
piony againft them ; and it is utterly impoffi- 
frle fpr any man of a plain underftanding, and 

of 
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of an unprejudiced mind, to look into the* 
Gofpel without perceiving, that all thofe' 
great and important do&rines, which our phi- 
lofophic Christians are pleafed to reje& (and* 
which, in fad:, amount to almoft every pecu- 
liar do&rine of the Gofpel, except that of the* 
refurre£tion) are taught and repeatedly incul- 
cated in the facred writings, in terms as clear, 
explicit, and unequivocal, as it is in the power 
of language to exprefs. They are, in fadt, fa 
interwoven with the very frame and conftitu- 
tion, with the entire fubftance and eflencc of 
Chriftianity, that they muft ftand or fell toge- 
ther. They are found in the fame Gofpel, 
and are intimately blended and incorporated 
with thofe moral precepts, and thofe evidences 
of a refurre&ibn and a future ftate, which are on 
all fides allowed to be divine ; and there is no 
fuch thing as feparatingthem from each other,no 
fuch thingas difTolving the connection between 
them, without undermining the whole fabric 
of Chriftianity, and defeating the chief pur- 
pofes for which Chrift came into the world, 

I<et no one, then, that profefTes himfelf a 
difciple of Chrift, ever be induced to fluc- 
tuate thus between two fyftems. Let him 
never liften tp any fuch deceitful terms of ac- 
commodation! 
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ootaraodatkm with " the vain philofcphy 5f 
« this world," nor fuffer hipifelf to be led 
away by " the delufions of fcience, falfely fo 
m called." Let him never confent to maim 
and mutilate that complete and perfedt body 
of Chriftian dotfxine, which " is fo fitly 
"/ramed together, and compared by tha$ 
'* which every joint fupplieth," that to take 
away any one member, is to deftroy the beauty, 
. ftrength, and flability of the whole. 

Thus much may fuffice at prefent for thofe 
who, in the language of the text, may be faid 
to halt between two opinions, between the Re- 
ligion of nature and the Religion of Cfarift. I 
now haften to that which is the principal 
objeft of this difcourfe, the praBkal ipcon- 
fiftencies with which fome men are chargeable* 
For, among the profeflbrs of our faith, there 
are too many who, though their fpeculativ^ 
opinions may be right and Uniform, yet in their 
practice halt between two oppofite modes qf 
conduct, and endeavour to ferve at the fanlc 
time two mailers, God and Mdmrhon* 

I fay nothing here of thofe who are pro- 
feffedly men of the world, who difclaiifi alj 
belief in the doftrines of the Gofpel, and 
all obedience to its la\ys. Thefe men have 

taken 
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taken their part, have adopted a fyftem. A 
miferable one, indeed, it is ; but it is, how- 
ever, a decided one -, and whatever other guilt 
they may be chargeable with, inconjifence 
certainly is not one of their faults. 

In this refped the children of this world are 
in their generation, commonly wifer than the 
children of light,, among whom, unfortunately, 
the fame undeviating uniformity of con dud is 
not often to be found. Of thofe who acknow- 
ledge Chrift to be their lord and mafter, how 
few are there that adhere to him invariably 
throughout, without ever revolting from their 
allegiance, and devoting themfelves to another 
fovereign, " the prince of this world/' 

One man finding it laid in Scripture, that 
charity (hall cover a multitude of fins, without 
ever once giving himfelf the trouble to exa- 
mine into the true meaning of that doubtful 
expreffion, takes refuge under the letter of it, 
and on the flrength of a little oftentatious ge- 
nerality, indulges every irregular paflion with- 
out controul, and fancies himfelf all the while 
a ferious, fober Chriftian. 

A fecond, rather Ihocked at this, keep* 
, clear of all grofs and flagranjt enormities ; but 

hopes 
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lopes thit a few fecret and lefs prefiloiptuoO* 
Jfins will be eafily forgiven him, 
: A third, ftill more modeft and :more fcru- 
pulous, contents himfelf with one favourite 
vice, and makes not the leaft doubt but that 
his exad obfervance of the divine law, in other 
refpe&s, will amply atone for his failure in this 
fingle inftance, 

A fourth advances one Hep further than 
this ; he indulges himfelf in no gratification, 
that feems to deferve the name of fin • but, at 
the fame time, allows the gaieties, the amufe- 
ment, the bufinefs or the cares of life, to take 
entire poffeffion of his foul, to fhut out, in a 
great meafure, all thoughts of God and Reli- 
gion, and fteal away his affe&ions from Heaven 
afld heavenly things. 

. Laftly ; there is another clafs of men who 
are irreproachable in their morals, and fuffici- 
ently temperate, perhaps, in their purfuits of 
bufinefs or of amufement, but yet fall ihort of 
that fteady and affectionate attachment to their 
divine Matter, which his Religion inculcates, 
and his kindnefs demands. They want that 
jseal and fervour, that eameftnefs and a&ivity 
& his fervjee,, that abfolute refignatjon to hi? 

* 



£ E RIM ON DC. iaf 

will, that £erfe<5t coft&Sence^ iti his infinite wif-' 
dom and goodnefs, that freedom from all im- 
moderate anxiety and folicitude, hope or fear, 
exultation or difappointment rcfpe&ing the 
various events of the prefent life, which are 
the fureft and ,moft unequivocal proofs, thai; 
this world has little or no ftiare in our affec^ 
tions, hut that our treafure is in Heaven, and 
there is our heart alfo. ' 

Thus it is, that too many in almoft every 
denomination of profefled Chriftians do, in. one 
way or -another,, in a greater or a lefs degree* 
" halt between two oppoj&te rules of? life/. ' di- 
vide, their attention .between' the cptomands of 
Chrift, and the criminal, or the triflipg fenjoy- 
ments. of the prefent feefc$, end?&vour to ac- 
commodate matters ag commodioufly a$ pofli- 
ble, between things temporal and ; thifigs ; eter- 
nal; and to take as much as. they cau of this 

* 

>vorld, without lofing their hold 9*1 the rewards 

■ 

pf the next. But let no man impofeon Jiim- 
felf with thefe delufive imaginations;.. Such 
duplicity of conduit is as evidently contrary 
both to the letter and the fpirit of Chrift's Re- 
ligion,, and as juftly pbn.oxiou$ 4 to the. reproof 
conveyed in the text, as the fault already 
' : touched 
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touched upon of €C halting between two opi- 
" nions." Whoever looks, into the Gofpel, 
with the leaft degree of attention, muft fee, 
that it requires us to give up our whole foal 
to God, and pay an unreferved and undivided 
obedience to all his commands. The language 
of Chriftianity to its difciples is like that of So- 
lomon in his Proverbs, ** my fon give me thy 
" heart *." We are commanded 4 * to fct our 
" affe&ions on things above, and not on things 

* oh the earth : to have our convention in 

* Heaven $ to love God with all our heart, 
u and foul, and mind, and ftrength; to take up 

* our crofs and follow Chrift ; to leave father, 
u mother, brethren, fifteFS, houfes and lands, 
u for his name's fake, and the Gofpel's -J-." 
Thefe, and fuch Kk^expreffions, are, it is well 
known, perpetually occurring in the fecred 
writings. And although we are not to under- 
ftand them fo literally, and io rigouroufly, a* 
to conceive ourfelves obliged to renounce the? 
world abfolutely, and all its rational and kin<v 
cent enjoyments, to retire into deferts and 

• Prov. xxiii. 26. 

f Col. iiL 2. Phil, iii. 20* Mark xii. 301 Motth. xvL 24* 
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♦cafes, and think of nothing but the concerns 
of eternity ; yet, if wc allow thefe phrafes any 
meaning, they cannot imply lefs than this; 
that our chief and principal concern, beyond 
all comparifon, muft be to. jpleafe and obey our 
Maker in all things j th&t we muft feck firft 
the kingdom of God and his righteoufaefe j 
that we- ipuft look up to his law as the great 
guide and governing principle of our Hvesj 
that wq rnuft not vibrate perpetually between 
two pa^fters, between two oppofite modes of 
conduct, between vice and virtue, between 
piety and ple^fure, between inclination and 
cbjty, between this life and the next* hut de* 
vote onrfelves, hgartily awl fineerely to the 
fcrvice of our heavenly Fatherland fuffcr no 
one earthly object t<> eftrange or df&w away 
our affections from him, ' \ • \ 

. The only w^y, then* for a wife and a. good 
man to take* is to preierve that ^pifQrmity and 
c00fiftej3.ee, and dignity of character, both ill 
opinion and in practice* which is in all cafes 
refpedtable y in the Chriftian Religion eflegiial 
and indifpenfable. You npuft, in ihort x $$ 
JoQwql faid to the Jewi£b people, " you muil 
" shujfe,, this day, whom you will ferve," Yq» 

* muft 
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muft take your part, and adhere to it fteadily 
and invariably throughout* 
; If, in the firft place, with fefped: to doc- 
trines and matters of belief, you think that you 
are innocent and perfect creatures, that yorf 
ftand in need of^ rio Redeemer, no Mediator, 
nd . expiation for your paft, no afiiftance for 
your future condudt i that revelation is need- 
Jefs, and reafon alone fufficient for all the good 
purpofes of this life and the -next, then follow 
reafon, and be confiftent with yourfelves4 D(J 
not repofe the leaft part of yotfr hopes oil 
Chrift. You haVe nothing to do with hifn or 
his Gofpel. You can claim nothing under, his 
name j by your own merits you muft ftand 
or. fall y muft go boldly and with confidence 
lip to the throne of God, and demand from 
his juftice, as a matter of right, that pardon 
knd thofe rewards which you difdain to re- 
ceive from his mercy as a matter of grace. 
But if your minds re'volt againft fuch pre- 
emption as this ; if you feel yourfelves cor- 
rupt and finful, the children of vanity and the 
fport of paffions, continually tranfgreffing the 
dictates even of your own reafon, and ofcourfe 
continually deferving punlfhment from the 
: Giver 



£•£ ft. U<3 N il *p$ 

Giver of that rcafon ; i£ you find that fome* 
thing more tfaaii mere niodern philofojihy i$ 
fceceffary to heal the depravity of your nature^ 
to reconcile you to an offended God, to afljf| 
you in the performance of your duty, tp fup* 
port you under the fevereft afHi&ions> and t<j 
fatisfy the cravings of yoojr fotil with that 
fulnefs of joy which the world, and all the 
world's wifdom, can never givej ifi in fine, 
ybu perceive that the Go^el of Ghrift con- 
tains every thing you want, and that the truth 
of its jpr£teijft<xns is founded oii fijch fort of 
evidence as no man upon sarth was ey$r yet 
tkceived by 4x$ft&g td iri any other cafe, 
ihen follow Chrift; take him for your only 
guide in religibvis knowledge^ and repdfe aij 
.entire and abfolute confidence in his holy 
word; When onee you are perfiiaded tha$ 
he is an infj>ired teacher, and that he and his 
Religion came from God, no do&tiiielSj how- 
ever difficult or myfterious* how much foever 
they tranfcend reafon* if'ttoi repugnant to iti 
%ill be any ohftacles in your way; If ou will 
receive them all with implicit reverence and 
iubmiffion oji the fole ground of his tefti* 
anony. The only queftioij to be aiked re* 
Vo». IL P fpedting 
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fpefting fuch do&rines is this. Do they ac* 
tually exift in the Gofpel ? Is there fufficient 
evidence for the authenticity of that Gofpel ? 
If there be, and this we have all along fup- 
jtofed, the difpute is decided, and you can no 
longer hefitate refpedting the admiflipn of 
truths grounded on fuch authority. 

In the fame manner, with refpedt to pra£I ice, 
If you admit the reality of a future exiftence, 
and a future day of recompence, and if after de* 
liberately com paring this life with the next, you 
do, in your beft and fobereft judginept, think 
that prefent enjoyments are more valuable thai* 
future and eternal happinefs, and 3 little felfr 
denial in this world more infupportal>lp jhap 
everlafting mifery in the next, then let this 
world be the fole idol of your hearts 1 to thi? 
devote yourfelvcs without r?ferve, It wou]4 
then be folly to facrifice APy pleafures, any 
advantages to the commands of your Maker, 
•or tp let one thought about futurity diftjirj) 
your tranquillity, or interrupt your purfuifo 

But if you£nd this to be impofliblp; if yo» 
feel yourfelv.es to be defigned for immortality j 
if you cannot forbear looking perpetually for- 
ward into futurity ; if to thefe fentimeitfs of 

Nature, 
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Nature, Repfon-.ackjs her voice, and Revelation 
confirms, it by evidence that is irrefiftible; i£ 
moreover, on a fair eftjmate of the refpe&ive 
value_ of things temporal, and things eternal, 
you are convinced that the pains and the plea*- 
fures of this world are not worthy to be com*- 
pared with the rewards and punifhments of 
the next ; if, in fine, the limited nature of the 
human faculties, the contrary tempers of 
mind, and courfes of aftion, which contrary 
purfuits require, and the ejeprefs declarations 
of Chfift himfelf, prove inconteftably that we 
cannot ferve God and Mammon, cannot re^ 
concile two oppofite modes of conduit tpgew 
ther ; what, then, is. the courfe which a pin* 
dent and confidence man has to take ? Why, 
evidently, to devote himfelf abfolutely and en* 
tirely to the fervice of his one Lorcl and 
Mafter, and tq fuffef nothing to interfere with 
that great, objeft of his attention,. If there 
really if a future fcene of ejeiftence, and jf the 
rewards promifed to the righteous, and the put- 
piftujlents denounced againft th$ wicked, are 
as great and as durable as they ire reprefented 
to be, there is nofacrifice in this life which ft 
Wife man would not make to fh$rflu If they 

? z •» 
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arc worth any thing, they are worth every 
thing. Be, then, not only almoft, but al- 
together Chriftiaris* Let no enticing words 
of man's wifdom put you out of conceit with 
the divine truths of the Gofpel, arid make you 
halt between two opinions; let no onefavourke 
vice, no worldly purfuits, no vain amufements, 
draw you off from any part of your duty, and 
divide your obedience between God and Baal 
If you have chofen the other world for your 
portion, cling not any longer fondly to this j 
if you have fet your hand to the plough, look 
not back to the vanities you have renounced. 
Be riot irrefolute, Wavering, and indecifi ve 5 be 
not governed by the opinion of the day, not 
the temptation of the moment* Do not fo 
divide yourfelves between two matters, as to 
pleafe neither the one nor the other ; do not 
manage fo wretchedly as to lofe at once what 
little this world has to give, and all the glorious 
rewards which the irther holds *p to .yoiir 
view. u Chufe ye, m fhdrt, .-this dajy, whom 
*« ye will ferve/* If *he Lord he God* and 
not Baal, be refolded at «ace 5 take a manly 
•and a decided part ; fix your affe&idns im* 
inoveablyon heavenly things j purfue, with 
9 unremitting 
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Unremitting attention, your beft and trueft in- 
tereft ; give up yourfelves, body and foul, into 
the hands of your Maker, and perfevere uni- 
formly in his fervice to the end of your lives j 
that having thus finished your courfe, and kept 
the faith to the laft, you may receive " the 
" prize of your high calling in Chrift Jefus ; 
" and when your flefh and your heart fhall 
*' fail, may find God to be the ftrength of your 
w h?arfc and your portion for ever," 
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Psalm xxii.728. 

THE KINGDOM 18 THE LORD'S, AND HE 1$ 
THE GOVERNOR AMONG THE NATIONS. 

TH E , dodtrine conveyed to us in thefe 
words is that of a national pro- 
yjDENCE; and it is a dodtrine no lefs con- 
sonant to reafon than confolatorv to the hu- 
man itoind. It muft therefore afford us the 
higheft fatisfa&ion, to find this truth confirmed 
by the facred writers in the cleareft and the 
ftjrongeft terms. The Scriptures are full of 
the moft gracious promifes to righteous na- 
tions, and of the moft dreadful denunciations 
againft wicked and impenitent kingdoms; and 
it is well known, that neither thefe promifes 
nor thefe threatenings were vain. The hiftory 
of the Jewifh people, more efpecially, is 

• Preached before the Hpufe of Lonfo January 30, 1778. 
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fcarce any thing elfc than the hiftory of God'l 
providential interpofition to punifh or reward 
them> accprding as they obeyed or difobeyed 
his"law«« Andr although we fhould admit 
that on account of the peculiar circumfianees 
0f that people, and the unexampled fprm of 
their theocratte ^oyeramezit, thfeir cafe cannot 
be drawn into a parallel with th#t of other 
trati6h£ ftt there are hot win%iri£ ftihe which 
jnay'i ' Thofe four celebrated empires of an-? 
tiqujty whifh rofe up one after another, andj 
fuccefli^ely filled "* the world with aftonifli* 
jnent arid terror, ypere jiothing more than 
mighty Engines ki the hand pf God to execute 
bis various difpenfatioijs of mercy of of juftice 
pri tpe Jewifh nation, and other civil comrou-; 
hities i and to prepare the way gradually for 
the ift trpdu&ion pf another kingdom of a very 
different jiatiire, £nd fuperior. to them all. 
Their rife and fgU were predicted in the fa- 
. cred writings long Before they ' exited * f and 
thpfe extraordinary, perfppagesj Nebuchad- 
tiegsar, Cyriis, Alexander, Auguftus, Vefpa- 
#an, and Titus, were, thpugh unknown tq 
i^emfelves,' the agents of the Almighty, 

f Paniel vu. and vilL 

raife4 
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failed up at certain appointed times, and fur- 
nifhed with every requifite qualification to 

* perform all his pleafure * f " and fulfil his 
views, * c I am the Lord that maketh al( 
<* things ; that flretcheth forth the heavens 
M alone ; that fpreadeth abroad the earth by 
*'- myfelf j that fruftrateth the tokens of the 
*' lyars, and maketh diviners m$d; that turn* 
'* ethwjfe men backward, end maketh their 
* c knpwledge foolifhj that confirmed* the 

* word of his feryant, and perfoirmeth the 

* couhicl of his meffengers, I form the light 
*' and create darknefs j I make peace and 

* create. evil: I *hb Lord j>o All. th&sb 
1* things -%" Thus we fe$, that what is 
considered as the common viciffitude of hu- 
man aifeirs, peace and w^r* pdtilence and fa* 
fnine, .political changes and national revolu- 
tions, the pafiions of the wicked, the machi- 
nations of the crafty, the virtues of the good, 
the errors of the weak, the prudence of the 
wife, -the fhinjng qualities of the gre^t ; every 
thing, in fhort, that the world calls accident^ 
chance find fortune, are all, in fad:, under the 
pontrol of an invifible and over-ruling hand $ 
tyhich, without. any violation of the laws of 

f Jfaiah ?liv. *?. f Ifaiab xliv. 14, 25, 26, andxlv. 7. 

nature. 
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nature/ of t v e feedomtrf human a&ions, twi- 
tters them ub:ervieht to the gracious pUrpofes 
of divine vrif dom in the government of the 
World* 

In the iAf ance above adduted of the four 
great monarchies, we fee this fublime truth 
exemplified in the moft ftriking manner. They 
form, as it were, one vaft map of providential 
adminiftraticn, delineated on fo large . a. fcale, 
and marked with fuch legible chara&ers; that 
they cannot well efcape our notice* But al- 
though this is very properly himg up. for the 
Observation of mankind in general, yet there 
are other examples of a national Providence 
which to us may be more interfiling, as com- 
ing tnore home to ourfelves. We of this king- 
dom have been moft remarkably favoured 
\vith the vifible protedtion of Heaven j and 
there are in our own hiflory fo many plain 
and unequivocal marks of a divine interference, 
that if we do not acknowledge it, we are either 
the blinded or the moft ungrateful people on 
earth* Let me more particularly call your at* 
tention to the following very fingular circum- 
ftances, in fome of the greateft events that dig- 
nify the annals of this country. 

Our 
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Our feparation from the church of Rome 
was begun by the paffions of a prince, who 
meant nothing lefs than that reformation of 
Religion which was the coniequence of it. 
The total difperfion and overthrow of what 
was profanely called the invincible Armada, wa§ 
effeded alrooft entirely by winds and tempefts. 
That dreadful popilh confpiracy, which feem~ 
ed guarded by -impenetrable darknefs and 
filence againft all poffibility of detection, wa§ 
at daft cafually difcovercd by a letter equally 
indifcreet and obfcure. At a time when ther^ 
appeared no hope of ever recovering our an* 
cierit form, of government, it fuddenly rofe 
from the ruins ii^ which tlie tragedy of this 
day ; had involved it; under, the aufpices of & 
mail who had helped to deftroy it> and who 
fceihed ,alrpoft to the laft moment undecided 
whether he ihpuld reftore or deftroy it again. 
And to crown all, our deliverance in a fubfe- 
quent reign from the; attempts of a. gloomy 
tyrant to enflave both body and ipvl 4 wa$ 
brought about by a concurrence of the mofl: 
furprizing incidents co-Qperating, at that very 
critical moment on which the whole depend- 
ed, with the nobleft efforts of true patriotifm. 

Let 
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JLct ' now the hardieft fceptic confider only 
thefe few remarkable fa&s f<?le&ed from a 
multitude of others fcarce lefs. extraordinary, 
•and then let him deny, if he can, the evident 
-traces they bear damped upon them of some 
superior poweju 

It may feera, indeed, as if th$ very times to 
which the prpfent folemnity carries back bur 
thoughts, were a contradiction to the doftrinc 
iere advanced, were a ftrong and melancholy 
^proof that God's providential care was then at 
kaft withdrawn, and c< -the light of his coun- 
" tenanqe turned $way" from this ifland. The 
itinrder of a virtuous though rpifguided prince, 
and the total fubverfion of the conftitution, 
jnay be thought utterly inconfiftent with the 
notion of a divine Superintendence, But it is 
not furely to be cxpedfced, that throughout 
the whole duration of 4 great empire, any 
more thafl throughout the whole life of an in- 
dividual, there is to be one uninterrupted courft 
of profperity and fuccefs. Admonitions and 
checks, corre£ions and punifhments, may be, 
and undoubtedly are, in both -cafes fo me times 
ufefpl, perhaps eflentiaily nccefTary ; and. the 
fare and even kindnefs of Providence may be 

no 



helefs vifible in thefe lalutary feverities, that* 
in the diftribution of its moft valuable bleffings* 
Both private and public afflictions have a 
natural tendency to awaken, to alarm, to in* 
ftruft, to humanize, to meliorate the heart of 
man; and they may be ultimately attended 
with other very important and beneficial con- 
fequences* This was eminently the cafe in 
that turbulent period vft are now comme* 
ftiorating« The convulfions into which tha 
nation was then thrown, feem to have been 
the efforts of a vigorous though at that time 
disordered .constitution j which fhaking off in 
thofe violent agitations fome of its moft malig- 
nant humours, acquired in the end a degree of 
health and foundnefs unknown to it before* 
Thefe however might, by a fkilful manage* 
.meat, have been much fooner eftablifhed* 
The lenient remedies of law and parlia- 
mentary authority, which were at firft 
applied, had made fo great a progrefs in fub«* 
cluing the maladies of the ftate, that there was 
all the encouragement in the world to perfe-* 
tffcre in that regular and prudent courfe, But 
moft unfortunately for the nation, it was too 
feaftily relinquished ; and in an eyil hour rz* 

courfc 
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fcourfe was had to that moft dangerous and 
defperate of all experiments, which nothing 
but extreme neceflity can juftify, military 
force. 

They who fet out with the very beft prin- 
ciples, and the pureft intentions, were infen- 
fibly led by a few artful incendiaries into ex- 
cefles of which at one time they would have 
thought themfelves utterly incapable. In their 
hafte to reform every thing, they unhappily 
forgot that the other two branches of the le- 
giflature, the king and the lords, had 
rights as facred and. as eflential to the public 
welfare, as thofe of the commons ; and that 
it was no lefs injurious and dangerous to vio- 
late the conftitution, for the fake of advancing 
the power of the people, than for the purpofe 
of extending the prerogative of the crown, 
Heated with thofe vifionary plans which they 
had formed of abfolute perfection in church 
and ftate, they thought it allowable to promote 
fuch righteous ends by the moft unrighteous 
means ; by trampling on all thofe facfed laws 
of truth, juftice, equity, charity, and huma?* 
riity, which were Undoubtedly meant (however 
little we may regard that rjieaning) to govern 

pur 
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dur political as well as private condu&j and 
which can never be tranfgrefled, not even in 
purfuit of liberty itfclf, without the mdft per* 
nicious effe&s. 

No wonder, then, that thefe effe&s followed 
in the -prefent inftance, and that the Almighty 
purfued fuch unchriftian pra&ices * with the 
moft exemplary vengeance* It is, indeed, very 
remarkable, that every one of thofe partie* 
which bore a (hare in this rniferable conteft, 
Jting, nobles, commons, puritans, and patriots, 
were disappointed of , their aim, and found 
f very, {hing fall put the very reverfe of what 
they expe&edf Each in their turn beeajne 
fhe y\&im of their own devices, and the nevy 
race, which fprung up from their dregs, exhi* 
bited to the world a mpft fingplar but at the 
^ame time mo(£ inftrudtiye fpedtacle, Jnftead 
of ^hat unlimited freedojp, temporal and fpi«* 
ritual, whjch they conceived thepifelves corp* 
jniflioned by Heaven to eftablifhj cpnfufjon 

and bloodied, tyranny and anarchy, eyery folly 
find every extravagance which enthufiafjn 

jpould engender, followed each other in qujcfc 
(ucceflion, Afhamed »nd tired pf fnch dif* 

graceful an4 saprieiovs igfuljs, the nation wa$ 
1 at 
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ftt length roufed, and with one Voice recalkjf 
the exiled monarch to the throne.. But as if it 
teas meant by Providence that every part of 
this unexampled {bene fhould hold forth fome 
ufeful leflbn to mankind, it appeared from the 
conclufion no lefs than from the whole pro- 
grefs of it* how completely nil immoderate 
vehemence of temper and condiiS defeats its 
town purpofes, and by grafping at too muctr 
lofes every thing. For, as one extreme natu^ 
rally begets another, exeeffive rigour to the 
father produced exceflive indulgence to the 
fbn ; and in one fond moment of joy was loflE 
the fruit of all the preceding ftruggles againft 
the exorbitant claims and encroachjnents of 
the crown. 

But when, in the following jfeign,* a differ* 
^ent conduit was x>bferved, the event #as *lfo 
different, and Heaven gave its fandibn to the 
glorious work. At that memorable period all 
the injuftice and ©ppreffion was on the part of 
the fovereign, all the forbearance and modera- 
tion on the part of the fubjeflt. For although 
the invafions made both on our civil and reli- 
gious rights, by James the Second/ were fa* 
fcelder and more alarming than thpfe attempt*' 



S£ R4Vf ON X. 225 

fcd by his unhappy father, yet they produced 
no hafty, no licentious excefles among the 
people. Every legal, every conftitutional mode 
of redrefs was firft tried, and when thofe failed 
of fuccefs, more vigorous and efficacious mea- 
fuires became neceflary. Yet even thefe were 
conducted with the mofl confummate pru- 
dence, and circumfpeftion ; and the wifdom, 
the calmnefs, the firmnefs, the temper, the 
fobriety, with which our illuftrious anceftors 
proceeded on that occafion,form a moil ftriking 
contraft to the rafhnefs, the paflion, the wild 
impetuofity, the fanatic fury, with which 
Cromwell and his aflbciates fet themfelves to 
tear up the abufes of government, and govern- 
taent itfelf along with them, by the roots. 
The great authors of the revolution, on 
the contrary, difdaining all the ufual artifices 
of faction to inflame and miflead the multi- 
tude, and leaving every one to his own natural 
fenfe and feeling of the injuries he fuftained; 
without calumny or falfliood, without inve&ive 
or mifreprefcntation, without the horrors of 
a tivil war, without a fingle battle, almoft 
.Without the lofs of a. fingle life, effedted every 
thing they wiihed. Becaufe both the end 

they purftied, and the means they employed, 
Vol. II. Q^ were 
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were reafonable and juft, Providence crowned 
their efforts with fuccefs, and gave them the 
glory of eftablifhing the rights of the people, 
not on.the ruins of the conftitution, but on the 
nice adjuftment and exaft counterpoife of all 
its feveral component parts. 

We have then the ftrongeft reafons to con- 
clude, that there is a Power on high which 
watches over the fate of nations, and which has 
in a more efpecial manner, in a manner plainly 
diftinguifhable from the ordinary courfe of 
events, and the common effe&s of human po- 
licy and forefight, preferved this kingdom in 
the moft critical and perilous circumftances *• 
Does not this then afford fome ground to 
hope, that if we <esdeavour to render ourfelves 
worthy of the divine prote&ion, it will be once 

# ** I have often obferved, {fays an eloquent writer) that 
" when the fulnef* and maturity of tune is come that producer 
the great convulfions and changes in the world, it ufually 
pfeafes God to make it appear, by the manner of them, that 
they are not the effects of human force or policy, but of the 
divine juftiae and predeftination. And though we fee a man 
** ftrikingas if<uxr4 the hour bPthat fulnefs <of time, yet our «*- 
M fon muft needs be convinced, that his hand is moved by fomc 
" fecret, and/ to us w!.o fland without, invifible dire&ion.* 
Cvwky's Diftoiirfi en the Government vf Oliver Cromwell* 

[This obfervation is, r apprehend, ftriftly applicable to thofe 
inflances of invisible d i r e ,ct 10 v - which have been hers 
produced. .'•"'" 

mors 
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fliore extended to us; and that by a fpeedy 
pad effectual reformation of our hearts and 
lives, we may remote or lighten thofe heavy 
judgments which our iniquities have now moft 
juftly drawn down upon us, This, I know, is 
holding a language which they who comple- 
ment themfelves with the name of phjloso* 
;phers will treat wit^t foyerejgn contempt. But 
Jet them enjoy their triumph; and let them 
fallow i»s, who think Chriftiagity thgbeft philo*- 
fophy, to £on#)le ourfelv.es, ^midft the gloom 
lhat at prefent furrounds us, with fhofe reviv- 
ing hopes which the belief of God's provi- 
dential government prefects to u.§ *. Jf *his be 
fuperftitioa, it is fo delightful a fu perflation; 
<that it would be inhuman to depriye us of it. 
But we knavf in whom we .fruit ; we kr\ow that 
£his truft jefts on a foundation which cannot be 
•fliaken. It refts, as we have feen, not only on 
ihe express declarations and promifes jof holy 
writ, but on the many remarkably inftances of a 
jfapernatsiral agency which occur io $be hiftory 
-of mankind, and ajbove ali in our own. In 

* We may, I txu£, on the feme grounds cnjtertain even now 
<*he fame reviving hopes. Jndeed much of the reafoning made 
j»fe of in this dtfcourfe ,appjies mod remarkably tp the prefenc 
^cjim^ncw of thjs country. 




228 SERMON X* 

« 

every one of the extraordinary national deli- 
verances above-mentioned, the dangers that 
threatened this ifland were of a much greater 
magnitude, and more formidable afpefr, than 
thofe which now feem to alarm us. Why, 
then, may we not again indulge ourfelves with 
the fame expectations ? A feries of pail fa- 
vours naturally begets a preemption of their 
continuance ; and it muft not be wholly im- 
puted to ^the laudable partiality which every 
honeft man entertains for his own country, 
if we give way to a perfuafion, that God will 
ftill vouchfafe his accuftomed goodnefs to this 
favoured land. Yes, we will footh ourfelves 
with the belief, that a nation fo diftinguifhed 
as this has been with happier revolutions, 
and greater bleffings, than any other ever ex- 
perienced, will not be at this time deferted by 
its gracious Benefaftor and Proteftor. It is 
here that civil liberty has fixed her throne ; it 
is here that proteftantifm finds its firmeft fup- 
port j it is here that the divine principle of 
toleration is eftablifhed ; it is here that a pro-, 
vifion is made by government for the poor ; it 
is here that they are with a boundlefs munifi- 
cence relieved both by private charity and 

public 
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public inftitutions 5 it is here, in fine, that the 
laws are equal, wife, and good ; that they ara 
adminiftered by men of acknowledged ability, 
and unimpeached integrity; and that through 
their hands the ftream of juftice flows with a 
purity unknown in any other age or nation. 
Nor have we oriJy the happinefs of enjoying 
thefe unfpeakable advantages ourfelves \ we 
have had the glory (a glory fuperior to all con- 
quefts, to all triumphs) of dHFufing a large pro- 
portion of them over the remoteft regions of 
the globe. Wherever our ^ difcoveries, our 
commerce, or our arms Have penetrated, they 
have in general carried the laws, the freedom, 
and the religion, of this country along with 
them. . Whatever faulte'and errors we may be 
chargeable with in other refpe£ts, for thefe 
gifts at leaA, die r moft* invaluable that one 
country can beftow. upon another, it is not im- 
probable that^bpth theieaftern and the weftem 
world may oneway acknowledge thai they 
were &iighialfy indebted to this kingdom. Is 
k:then a vain, is it a delufive imagination, that, 
after having been made the chofen inftruments 
of Providence for fuch noble, fuch beneficial 
ourpofes, there is fome degree of felicity ftill 
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in referve for us, and that the illuftrious pitf 
we have been appointed to a& on the great! 
theatre of the world is not yet accompliflied t 
What may be in the councils of the most 
high i what mighty changes he may be now 
meditating in the fyftem of h^xnan affriis, bft 
alone can tell *< But in the inidft of this aw~< 
ful fufpence, while the. fate of empires hangs 
trembling on his refolves, of one thing at kail 
we are abfolutely pertain ; that it is better to 
have him for our friend than Our enemy* 
Which of the two he fhall be, depends 'entirety 
tipon ourfelves. If by our infidelity, our im-* 
piety, our libertinifm, Our ill-timed gaiety and 
Wanton profiifenefs in the very facfe of public 
difttefs, we audaciotifly inftdt his admonitions* 
fend brave bis utmoft vengeance ; what elfc can 
we expeft but that every thiiig which ought 
hatiirally to be the means of our liability, will 
be converted into inftrumints of our detrac- 
tion ? That immenfe dominion, of which we 
fliall then be fto longer worthy^ will be gra- 
dually rent away from us ; and it may even 

* Wliat mighty changes In the fyilcih of human affairs have 
fincc this period (1778) a&ualfy taken place both in America! 
fend in Europe, the readei noed tmt be jgfortted* 

9 become 
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become nepefiary for the welfare of mankind, 
to cut off our communication with diftant 
countries, Jeft they be infe&ed with the con- 
tagion of our fins. But if, on the contrary, 
by reverencing the judgments of God, and re- 
turning to that allegiance which we owe him, 

.we again put ©urfelves under his protection; 
he may {till, as he has often done, difpel the 
clouds, that hang over us : or if, for wife :rea- 
fons, he fuffer them to gather and darken upon 

. us; he may make even tl^is, in the final refuk, 
conduce to our real welfare. 

There is, in fadt, no calamity, private or 
public, which,, under his gracious direction, 

_p*ay not eventually prove a bleffing. There 

. are no loffes, but that of his favour, which 

* * » 

ought to fink us into defpair. There is a fpirit 
in freedom, there is an energy in virtue, there is 
a confidence in Religion, which will enable 
thofe that poflefs them, and thofe only, to rife 
fuperior to every difafter. It is not a boundlefs 
extent of terxitory, nor even of commerce, that 
is effential to public profperity. They are ne- 
cefiary, indeed, to national' greatnefs, but not 
to national felicity. The true wealth, the true 
fecurity of a kingdom, confifts in frugality, in- 

Qj. duftry, 
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duftry, temperance, fortitude, probity, piety, 
unanimity, Great difficulties, more efpecially, 
call for great talents and great virtues. It is In 
times fuch as thefe that we look for' thofe noble 

• » 

"examples of self-denial and public spi- 
rit, which befpeak true greatnefs of mind, 
which have fometimes fayed kingdoms, and im -' 
mortalized individuals. Let, then, all the wife 

* and the good in every party and denomination of 
men among us (for they are in every one to be 

* found) ftand forth in the prcfent exigency as 
one man, to advife, direft, aflift, arid befriend 
thieir country ; and as the Roman "triumvirs 
gave iip each his friend for the dejtru&ion of 
the ftate, let eveiy one now give up his fa- 
vourite prejudices', fyfteims, intereft, refent- 
ments, and connexions, for the frefervation of 
it. Let us not,, for God's fake, let us not 
wafte that time in tearing and devouring one 
another, which ought to be employed in pro- 
viding for the general welfare, Unjuft fuf- 
picions, uncandid interpretations, mutual re- 
proaches, arid endlefs altercations, can anfwer 
no other purpofe but to embitter our minds, 
and multiply the very evils we all wi£h to re- 
move. From beginnings fuch as thef^ arofc 

* • the 
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the calamities we are now met to deplore ; and 
the conclufion was, not liberty, but tyranny in 
the extreme. Can there poflibly be a ftronger 
motive for us to moderate our diffenfions, and 
compofe our paflions, before they grow too 
big for us to manage and control ? On the 
fame bottom are we all embarked, and if, in 
{he midft of our angry contentions, the veflel 
perifli, we muft all perifh with it. It is there- 
fore our common intereft, as it is our common 

* * • 

duty, to unite in guarding againft fo fatal an 
event. There can be no danger of it but from 
ourfelves. Our worft, our moft formidable 
enemies, are our own perfonal vices and poli- 
tical diftra&ions. Let harmony infpire our 
councils, and Religion fandtify our hearts, and 
we have nothing to fear. Peace abroad 
is undoubtedly a moft defirable objeft. But 
there are two things ftill more ,fo, peace 

WITH ONE ANOTHER, and PEACE WITH 

God- 
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And *HfiY wetob astonished at his 

DOCTRINE, fG* HIS WORD WAS WITH 
POWER « 

IT is evident from this, and many other 
fittrilar paflages of the New Teftamenl* 
that our bkfled Lord's d&ouifes, made a very 
Uncommon and wonderful impreflion on the 
minds of his hearers* We are told, in various 
places, " that the common people heard hini 
u gladly i that they wondered*t the gracious 
" vvonds which proceeded out of his mouth* 
u . awideclared^toriish one. voice, lihat never man 
*lj fpaJoe like this, man **" Expreffions of this 
fort* which continually occur in relation to our 
Saviour's preaching, we never, find applied id 

'- - * Mark xii. 37. Lube iv. 22. John vii. 29. 

Scripture 
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Scripture to any other teacher of Religion \ 
neither to the prophets who preceded, nor to 
the apoftles that followed him. And we may 
be fure, 'that the effe&s of his dodtrine muft 
have been very extraordinary indeed, when it 
could draw fuch ftrong language as this from 
the EvangeIifts,who, in general, exprcfs them- 
felves with much calmnefs and Simplicity; 
and frequently defcribe the moft aftonifhing 
miracles, and deliver the fublimeft doctrines, 
without any apparent emotion, or remarkable 
(energy of didtion. 

What, then, could it be which gave fuch 
furprizing force to our Saviour's inftruiiions, 
fuch power to his words ? He employed none 
ijf thofe rhetorical artifices and contrivances, 
thofe bold figures and unexpected ftrokes of 
overbearing eloquence, which the moft cele- 
brated worldly, orators have generally made ufe 
of, to ipflamc the paffions and gain the admi- 
ration of' f tlie multitude. Thefe, certainly,' 
were not the irvftruments employed by bur Sa- 
riourtoicbftimand attention. The caufes of 
thefe) furpriring effeds which his preaching 
produced, wefe of a very different nature. 

.Some 
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Some of thefe I fhall endeavour to enumerate 
and illuftrate as concifely as I can. 

i. The firft was, the infinite importance and 
dignity of the fubje&s he difcourfed upon. He 
did not, like many ancient and many modern 
philofophers,confume his own time, and that of 
his hearers, with idle, fruitlefs fpeculations, with 
ingenious eflays, and elaborate difquifitions oil 
matters of no real ufe or moment,, with fcho- 
laftic diftin&ions, and unintelligible refine- 
ments; nor did he, like the Jewifh rabbins, 
content himfelf with dealing out ceremonies 
and traditions, with difcourfing on mint and 
cummin, and eft ima ting the breadth of a phy- 
laftery ; but he drew off the attention of his fol- 
lowers from thefe trivial, contemptible things, 
to the greateft and nobleft objefts that could 
engage . the notice, or intereft the heart of 
man. 

He taught, in the firft place, the exiftence 
of one Supreme Almighty Being, the creator, 
preferver, and governor of the univerfe. To 
this great Being he taught men how to pray, 
to worfhip him in fpirit and in truth, in ho- 
linefs and purity of life. He laid open all the 
depravity of human nature ; he pointed out 

the 
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the only efieftual remedy for it; f belief in him* 
felf, the way,- the truth, and the life ; repent* 
ance and amendment ; an entire and abfblut* 
renovation of heart, and an unrefcrved ful>- 
jhifiion to the wilj ahd the law of God, 

The morality he taught was the pureft, the 
foundcft, the fublimeft, the moft rational, the 
jnoft perfeft, that had ever before entered into 
die imagination, or proceeded from the lips of 
man. And the uniform tendency of all his 
dodrines, and all his precepts, was to make the 
whole human race virtuous and hgppy; to 
compofe them into refignation and content j 
to infpire them with fentiments of juftice, 
equity, mildnefs, moderation, compaffion, and 
afFeftion towards each other ; and Jo fill then* 
with Aire hope and truft in God for pardon of 
their fins, on moft equitable terms, and the 
afliftance of his holy ipirit to rjpguUte their 
future jpondutS. 

And, finally, to give irrefiftible force to his 
.commands, he added the moft awful fan&ions, 
the doftrines of a future refiirreftion, a day of 
judgment and of retribution, a promife of £ ter* 
pil rewards to the good, ^nd a denunciation 
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of the mod tremendous punifhments to the 
wicked, 

2. Such was the general matter of his in- 
ftru&ions % and* in the next place, his manner 
of conveying them was no lefs excellent, an(J 
flo lefs conducive to their fuccefs, 

What, for inftance, could be moce noble, 
more affe&ing, than the very firft opening of 
his divine commiflion ? " The fpirit of the 
At Lord is upon me $ becaufe he hath anointed. 
u me to preach the Gofpel to the poor, he 
" hath fcnt me to heal the broken-hearted* to 
a preach ctelive/ance to the captives, and re- 
covering of figiit to the blind, to fet at li* 
berty them that are bruifed, to preach the 

■ 

acceptable year of the Lord *," 

Thefc were the gracious declarations with 
which he began his minifhy, and in the fame 
ipirit he continued it to the very lafh Though 
he invited all men, without diftin&ion, high 
and lowj rich and poor, to embrace the gracious 
.offers of falyation; yet he addrefTed himfelf 
principally to the ignorant, the indigent, the 
publican, aild "the finner. a He broke not 
" the bruifed reed, nor quenched the fmoak- 

• Lake iv. i$. 
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" ing flax-j- ; that is, he bore not hard on any 
that wpre bowed down with a fenfe of thcif 

unworthinefs, nor extinguifhed by difcourage* 

■ 

tnent the fainteft fpark of returning virtue $ 
but, on the contrary, invited to him thole " that 
" were heavy laden with fin, that he might 
44 give them 'reft." 

His difcourfes were perfectly adapted to thefe 
gracious purpofes. They were mild, tender, 
encouraging. They were fuch as the mofl: 
learned and beft informed might liften to with 
benefit and delight, yet fuch as the weakeft 
and mofl ignorant might eafily comprehend, 
He did not deliver a regular, dry, methodical 
iyftem of ethics, nor did he enter into all the 
little minute divifions and fubdivifions bf vir- 
tue* But he laid down, in the firft place, the 
two great leading fundamental principles of 
loVe to God, and love to mankind, and thence 
deduced, as occafions prefented themfelves, 
and incidents occurred, which gave peculiar 
force and energy to his inftru<Stions* ail the 
principal duties refpe&ing God, our neigh- 
bour, and ourfelves. Whenever he made ufe 
of the common dida&lc method, as in his dif- 

f Matrix, xii. 29: 

fcourfc 
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courfe from the mount, the doctrines he taught, 
and the precepts he delivered, were fhort, fen- 
tentious, folemn, important, full of wifdom and 
of dignity, yet intelligible and clear. . But fen- 
fible how much this formal mode of teaching 
was apt to weary the attention, and die away 
out of the memory, he added two others, much 
better calculated to make deep and lading im- 
preflions on the mind. The firft was, con- 
veying his inftrudtions under the cover of 
fimilitudes and parables, drawn from the moll 
obvious appearances of nature, or the moft fa- 
miliar occurrences of life. The other was the 
ufe of certain fignificant emblematic adtions, 
fuch as that of washing his difciples feet, by 
which he exprefled his meaning more clearly 
and emphatically than by any words he could 
have employed for that purpofe. 

3. Another circumftance which gave force 
and efficacy to our Saviour's preaching was, 
that he appeared to be perfectly impartial, and 
to have no refped: to perfons. He reproved 
vice in every ftation, wherever he found it, 
with the fame freedom and boldnefs. He 
paid no court either to the multitude on the 
one hand, or to the great and wealthy on the 

Vol. II. R pttier ? 
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other. Though he ate and drank* and con* 
verfed with publicans and finners* yet it was 
not to encourage and indulge them in their 
vices, but to reprove and corredt them ; it was 
becaufe they were fick, and wanted a phy- 
fician, and that phyfician he was. In the 
fame manner, while he taught the people to 
render unto Caefar, the things that w:ere Cae- 
far's, to honour thofe to whom honour was 
due, and to pay all proper refpeft and obe- 
dience to thofe who fat in Mofes' feat, yet 
this did not prevent him from rebuking the 
Elders and the Rulers, the Scribes and the Pha- 
rifees, with the greateft plainnefs, and with the 
utmpft feverity, for their hypocrify and infin- 
cerity, their rapacity and extortion, their zeal 
for trifles, and their negledt of the weightier 
matters of the law. This intrepidity and 
impartiality in his inftrudtions, and in the 
diftribufion of his cenfures and his admoni- 
tions .evidently {hewed, that he had no private 
ends to ferye, that the falvation pf moa was his 
only objeft, and that he was not to be deterred 
from purfuing it by the fear of confequences, 
£11 which could not fail to impref§ his followers 

* Wit& 
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with the utmoft refpcdl, awe, and reverence, 
both for his jterfon and his dodtrines. 

4. Every one that hopes to work any ma- 
terial change, any effectual reformation in the 
hearts of thofe whom he addrefles, muft en- 
deavour to find out, as well as he is able, their 
real fentiments . and habits of thinking, their 
tempers and difpofitions, their peculiar failings 
and infirmities, their fecret wickedneffes, and 
unwitnefled tranfgreflions. 

There are a thoufand artifices by which mer 
are able to conceal their corruption and depra- 
vity from the eyes of others, and fometimes, 
alas ! even from their own. And it has been 
affirmed by fbme very fagacious obfervers of 
human nature, that no one ever yet difcovered 
the bottom of his heart, even to his mpft in- 
timate and bofom friend. But it was impof- 
fible for any wiqkednefs, however fecret, or 
however artfully difguifed, to efcape the all- 
feeing eye of the Son of God, He faw, at 
one glance, the inmoft receflgs of the foul. He 
difcovered every thought as it rofe in the 
mind. He dete&ed every irregular defire be- 
fore it ripened into ^ftion. * Hence he was 
always enabled to adapt his difcourfes to 

R 2 th$ 
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the particular circumftanccs and fituation of 
every individual that heard him, and to apply 
fuch remedies, and give fuch directions as the 
peculiar exigences of their cafe required* 
Hence, too, his anfwers to their queftions and 
enquiries were frequently accommodated more 
to what they thought, than what they faid; 
and we find them going away from him afto- 
nifhed, at perceiving that he was perfedly well 
acquainted with every thing that pafled within 
their breafts ; and filled with admiration of a 
teacher pofleflcd of fuch extraordinary powers, 
to whom all heart? were open, and from whom 
no fecrets were hid. It is evident what a 
command this mull give him over the affec- 
tions of his hearers, and what attention and 
obedience it muft fecure to all his precepts 
and exhortations. 

5. The fame effects muft, in forne degree, 
be produced by the various proofs he gave of 
the moft perfect wifdom in folving the diffi- 
culties that were propofed to him, and of the 
moft confummate prudence and addrefs, in 
efcaping all the fnares that were laid for him* 
Even when he was but twelve years of age, 
he was able to converfe and to difpute with 

the 
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the moil learned expounders of the law, and 
all that heard him were aftoniftied at his un- 
derftanding and his anfwers. Afterwards, 
during the whole courfe of his miniftry, the 
Rulers, and Scribes, and Pharifees, that is, the 
men o£ the greateft learning and ability 
aniongft the Jews, were perpetually endea- 
vouring to entangle him in his talk, to perplex 
and harrafs him with infidious queftions, and 
to draw him into abfurd conclufions, and ha- > 
zardous fituations. But he conftantly found, 
means to difengage himfelf both from the di-' 
lemma and the danger; to form his determi-i ' 
nations with fuch exquifite fagacity and judg- 
ment, and fometimes to propofe to them, in 
his turn, difficulties fo much beyond their in- 
genuity to clear up, that they generally « mar- 
" veiled, and left him, and went their way* 
u Not one amongft them was able to an- 
€f fwer him; neither durft any man, from 
u that day forth, afk him any more queftions/* 
6. It is evident to reafon, and it is confirm- 
ed by invariable experience, that the pureft 
and the fublimeft precepts, if not enforced by* 
» correfpondent example in the teacher, will 
avail but little with the generality of mankind; 

R3 -It 



246 SERMON XL 

It is equally certain, that there fcarce ever ex- 
ifted a public inftru&or, whofe practice, how* 
ever laudable in general, did not fall far below 
the rules he prefcribed to others, and to hrm- 
felf. 

Here our blefled Lord ftood unrivalled and 
alone:, he, and he only, of all the fons of men, 
afted up in every the minutefl inftance to what 
he taught; and exhibited, in his own perfon, 
a perfedt model of every virtue he inculcated. 
He commanded, for inftance > his difciples " to 
". love God with all their heart, . and foul, 
" and mind, and ftrength*;" and in confor- 
mity to this law, . he himfelf manifeftcd, 
through his whole conduit, the maft ardent 
love for his heavenly Father, the moft fervent 
zeal; for his honour and glory, for the advance- 
ment of his Religion, and the eftabli(hment of 
his kingdom throughout the earth- His meat 
and drink, indeed* was to do the will of him 
that feat hincu He commanded them again " to 
love their neighbour as themfelves -f-; M and his 
own life was one continued exerciie of love, 
kindnefs, and compaffion to the whole human 
race. He required them to be meek, humble, 

• Mark xiL 30. f Mtttiu xix. 19. 

gentle, 
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gferitle, and peaceable to all men*. And 
how did he teach them this important leffon ? 
" Learn of riie," fays he* " for I am meek and 
%€ lowly, and ye (hall find reft unto your 
** fouls f ." He exacted of therii the moft 
tmblemifhed purity and fan&ity of manners )• 
a fevefe demand ! but he had a right to make 
it; for he himfelf was " pure, holy* hafmlefs* 
u and ttndefiled : he did no -fin* neither was 
** guile found in his mouth $/* He enjoined 
them to €t deny themielves and take up their 
** crofs ||." But it was to follow him who had 
denied himfelf almoft every comfort and con- 
venience of life 5 and for the joy that was (tt 
before him, c< endured the crofs, and defpifed 
** the fhame" of an ignominious death §i He 
required them u to love their enemies, to blefs 
* r them that curfed them,and pray for thofe that 
" delpitefully ufed and perfecuted them ^[/* 
A hard faying this; and> of all others* perhaps* 
the moft revolting to human naturei But 
how Could they refufe to give even this laft and 
moft painful proof of their obedience, wha few 
that their divine Matter* when he was re* 

* Tit. lii. 2, + Matth. xi. 29. J Heb. vii. 26. 1 Peti ii. 22. 
I) Matth* xvi. 24. § Heb. xii. 2. f Matth* v. 44. 
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viled, reviled not again 5 but, in the very midft 
of his agony, prayed for his enemies and per- 
fecutors*. 

No wonder that every word from fuch a 
teacher as this fhould fink deep into the hearts 
of all who heard him, and engage their affec- 
tions, as well as convince their understandings. 

7, and laftly. . To the influence of exam- 
ple, he added the authority of a divine 

TEACHER. 

. The beft and wifeft of the ancient phi- 
lofophers could do nothing more than give 
good advice to their followers ; and we all know, 
from fad experience, what mere advice will do 
againft ftrong paflions, eftabliihed habits, and 
inveterate corruptions. 

But our great Lawgiver, on the contrary, 
delivered all his dodtrines, and all his precepts, 
in the name of God. He fpoke in a tone of 
fuperiority and command, which no one be* 
fore him had the courage or the right to 
ftffumc. 

He called himfelf the Son of God; and 
Jie conftantly fupported,in his words as well 
as in his g&ions, the dignity and the divinity 

i 

* 1 !Pct. ii. 23. Luke xxiii, 34, 

of 
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of that high chara&er. Not to mention all his 
aftonifliing miracles, he ' fhowed even in his 
difcourfes, that " all power in Heaven and in 
" earth was given unto him, and that he and 
"his Father were one*." In the very be- 
ginning of his fermon on the mount, to the 
poor in fpirit, to the merciful, to the pure in 
heart, to the peace-makers, and many ether 
defcriptions of men, he took upon him to fro* 
mife the kingdom of Heaven -(-. When he 
was expofing'the vain traditions of the elders, 
he oppofed to their feeble reafonirigs, and mi- 
ferable cafuiftry, his own authoritative edi&. 
But /fay unto you, fwear not at all; /fay 
unto you, refift not evil \ /fay unto you, love 
your enemies J." When the Pharifees re* 
buked his difciples for plucking the ears of 
corn on the Sabbath, he filenced them with 
declaring, " that the Son of Man was Lord 
" alfo of the Sabbath ||." When he healed 
difeafes, hi$ language was, u I will, be thou 
u clean §.". When he forgave fins, "be of 
" good chear, thy fins be forgiven thee. Thy 
" faith hath made thee whole. Go in peace 

* Matth. xxviii. 18. John x. 30. f Matth. v. 3, 12. 
J Matth. v. 34, 39, 44. || Mark ii, 28, § Matth. viii. 3. 
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" and fin no more*/' And when h^ giveS 
a defcription of the lafl day, he reprefents him- 
felf as an Almighty Sovereign, fitting on the 
throne of his glory, with all the inhabitants of 
the earth ftanding before him, to whom he 
diftributes everlafting rewards and everlafting 
punishments* according to their deferts *fi 
Well, then, might they fay of him> that his 
u word was with poweF, and that he taught 

them as one having authority, and not as 

the Scribes $." 

Thefe, then, were the principal caufes 
which gave fuch force a?nd fuccefs to bur Sa- 
viour's inflru&ion, and compelled eveft his 
enemies to acknowledge, that " never man 
t€ fpake as he fpake." The confequence was 
u that all men fought him," and all who 
heard him, and were not blinded by their pre- 
judices, " forfook their fins,, and followed 
* c him j|." It is evidently our duty to do the 
fame ; for the fame caufes, which gave fuch 
efficacy to our Saviour's preaching, do in a 
great degree ftill fubfift in the Gofpel, and 

* Matth. ix. 2. Mark v. 34. f Matth. xxv. 3 1 . 
I Matth. vii. 29, |J Luke Iv. 42. Mark. i. 18. 
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Ought to produce the fame effe&s. In one 
refpedt, indeed, we fall fhort of thofe who 
heard him. He is not perfonally prefent wkh 
us, nor has he " taught in our ftreets." Here 
it muft be owned the firft difciples had fome 
advantage over us* They who had the hap* 
pinefs to fee and to hear him, whofe fenfes 
were charmed^ whofe hearts wete fiibdued by 
the venerable mildriefs of his look, the gra- 
cious majefty of his geftures, the awfully 
pleafing found of his voiee, to whom all he 
had faid and done, with the very manner of 
his faying and doing it, was occurring every 
moment, and continually prefent in reality or 
in imagination : thefe, undoubtedly, jnuft be 
moved and afle&ed to a degree of which we 
can hardly form any juft conception. Yet ftilf 
his words carry a divkie power along with 
them, fufficient to convince every undemand- 
ing, and to fubdue every heart that is not 
hardened againft convi&ion. We have ftiU 
before our eyes, in the hiftories of the Evan- 
gelifts, the fublime and heavenly do&rines 
which he delivered, the parables he uttered, 
the fignifjeant a&ions he made ufe of, the in- 

ftru&ions 
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ftrudtions and the reproofs he gave to firmer* 
of every denomination, the triumphs he ob- 
tained over the moil artful and infidious of 
his enemies, the unrivalled purity and perfec- 
tion of his example, the divine authority and 
dignity with which he fpoke, the awful pu- 
nishments he denounced againft thofe who 
rejected, and the eternal rewards he promifed 
to thofe who received his words. Thefe 
things (till remain, and muft for ever remain; 
muft for ever give irrefiftible force and energy 
to every word that is recorded as proceeding 
from the mouth of Chrift, and muft render 
it " quick and powerful, and {harper than a 
two-edged fword, piercing even to the 
dividing afunder of foul and fpiritV If 
eloquence, fuch as this, does not make a deep, 
and tailing, and vital impreflion upon out 
fouls; if we do not find it to be, indeed, the 
power of God unto falvation, we (hall be left 
without excufe. Let us, then, in the lan- 
guage of our church, moft earneftly befeech 
Almighty God, that thofe facred words which 
We have now, or at any other time, heard 

* Hqb* iv. I*. 
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with our outward ears, may, through his grace, 
be fo grafted inwardly in our hearts, that they 
may bring forth in us the fruit of good living, 
to the honour and praife of his name, through 
Jefus Chrift our Lord. 



SERMON 



i 



i 



( *S5. ) 



SERMON XII.* 



Luke vri. %z. 

THEN JESU* ANSWERING, SAID UNTO 
THEM, GO YOUR WAY, AND TELI, JOHtf 
WHAT THINGS YE HAVE SEEN AND 
HEARD; HOW THAT THE SI,IND $EE, 
THE LAME WALK, THE LEPERS ARE 
CLEANSED, THE DEAF HEAR, THE DEAD 
ARE RAISEp, TO THE POOR TH« GOS- 
PEL IS PREACHED. 

YOU will immediately rgcolledt the occa- 
fion on which thefe words were fpoken. 
They make a part of the anfwer which our Sa-« 
viour gave tp the two difciples whom John 
the Baptift fent to him, to afk whether he was 
jthe Great Deliverer that was to come, or they 
were to look for another. The whole paflage 
J$ a remarkable one, and affords ample matter 

* Preached at the Yearly Meeting of the Charity Schools, 
$ the Cathedral Church of St. Paul, May 2, 1782. 

for 



256 SERMON XII. 

for obfervation; but the particular circum- 
ftance to which I mean to draw your attention 
at prefent, is the laft claufe of the text, in 
which we are told, that " to the poor the 
u Gofpel is preached." 

That our Lord fhould appeal to the mi* 
racles which he had wrought before the eyes 
of the two difciples, as an inconteftible proof 
that he was the Mefiiah, will be thought very 
natural and proper; but that he ihould imme- 
diately fubjoin to this, as an additional proof; 
and a proof on which he feems to lay as much 
ftrefe as on the other, that to " the poor the 
v Gofpel was preached," may appear, at the 
firft view, a little extraordinary. We.fhall, 
however, foon be fatisfied that in this, as well 
as in every other inftance, our divine Matter 
adted with confumpiate wifdom. He was 
fpeaking to Jews. His objeft was tp convince 
them, that he was the Messiah. The ob- 
vious way of doing this was to fhew, that he 
correfponded tp the defcription which their 
own prophets gave of that great perfonage. 
Now they fpeak cf him as one, who fhould 
not only give eyes to the blind, ears tp the 
deaf, feet to the lax;:e, ~iid fpepch to the dumb, 

but 
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'but Should alfc u preach good tidings to the 
"meek and the poor* f V Thefe were two 
jdiftind: and feparate marks by which he wa$ to 
be known, and it was therefore as proper and 
neeeflary for our Saviour to refer to the one as 
io the Qther. Whoever pretended to be the 
Messiah, jjiuft unite in hjmfelf thefe two 
great dUcriminating peculiarities, which, taken 
together, fojrqi one of the moil illuftrious and 
beneficent chara&ers that can be imagined ; 4 
jchara$er diftingvjiflujd by flie communication 
«>f the greafeft of aU earthly blcffings to two 
defcriptions of men, who flood mod in need of 
^ffiftano?, the di/eaftd, and the poor. To the 
ibrmer, the promifed Sayiour of the world was 
-to Qvtbealfb j to the Htter, Jpirittfal injtrufl x i$n f 
In this manner was the great Redeemer marked 
<oat by the prophets, and this glorious dif- 
*in&ion did Chrift difplay and fupport in his 
own perfon throughout the whole pourfe of 
his miniftry. 

That Iw was infinitely fuperior to every 
iCther teacher of religion in the number, and 
fhe benevolent nature of his miracles, is well 
known ; ajid th»t he was no lefs diftingulftied 

* Ifaiah xxix. rf, 19. xxxv. 5, 6» U\. u 
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by the circumftancc of " preaching tp thfc 
" poor i" that ther? was no one either before 
or after him, who mads it fo much his peculiar 
bunnefs to inftrudi them, and paidfuch conftant 
and condefcending attention to them as he 
did, is equally certain. The £nci?nt propheU 
were ufually fent to kings and princes, to the 
rich and the great, and many of their prophe- 
cies were cpuched'In fublime figurative lan- 
guage, beyond the comprehenfiori of the vul- 
gar. There were, indeed, other parts of the 
Jewifh fcriptures fufficiently plain and intelUh 
gible, and adapted to all capacities ; but even 
thefe the rabbics and the fcribes, the great ex- 
pounders of the law among the Jews, contrived 
to perplex and darken, and render almoft ufe- 
lefs by their vain traditions, their abfurd glbffes, 
and childifh, interpretations. So far were they 
from ihowing any particular regard or tender- 
nefs to the cemmon people, that :t hey held them 
in the utmoft contempt ; they confidered them 
as accurfed*, becaufe they knew not that law, 
which they themfelves took care to render 
impenetrably obfeure to them.- " They, took 
" away the key of knowledge ; they .entered 

•John vii. 48,49. .. 

« not 
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*** not in themfelves, and thofe that were en- 
€€ tering in they hindered *." It was even a 
: proverbial faying among them» €€ that the Spi- 
rit of God did not reft but upon a rich 
*!' man-)-/' So different were the maxims of 
* the great Jewifh teachers From, the fentiments 
and condudt of that heavenly Inftrudtof* who 
openly declared, and gloried in the declaration, 
that he came " to preach the Gofpel to the 
poor J." 

Nor did the lower ranks of mankind meet 
with better treatment in the heathen world 
There were among the ancieftt Pagans, at 
different pdriods, and in : different countries, 
many excellent moral writers of fine talents 
and profound knowledge ; but their* compofi- 
tions were calculated not for the illiterate and 

• Luke xi. $2. f Grotius on Matth. xi. 5. 

J It may be stlledged> that by the '.poor, to whom our Lord 

preached the Gofpel, the facred writers meant not the poor in 

{zrcumfiances, but the poor infpirit. The truth is, they meant 

both ; by our Saviour's conduct: both fenfes were equally veri- 

. feed ; and thefe two fort? of poverty are fo frequently found 

united, that it is fcarce neceflary, at leaft jn the prefent inflance, 

> • * 

to diftinguifh between them. For more complete fatisfafHon on 
this and fome other points (of which but a very imperfect view 
*s given here) fee Biihop Hurd's admirable fermon on Matth* 

S 2 the 
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the indigent, bat for men of ability and eru- 
dition like themfelves. They thought the 
poor below their notice or regard ; they could 
not fioop fo low as to accommodate themfelves 
to the underftanding of the vulgkr. Their 
ambition, even in their ethical treafifes, was to 
pleafe the learned few. To thefe the Dia- 
logues of Plato, the Ethics of Ariftbtle, the 
Offices of Cicero, the Morals of Seneca and of 
Plutarch, might afford both entertainment and 
information ; but had they been read to ,a 
Grecian or a Roman peafant, he would not, I 
conceive, have found himfelf either much en* 
lightened or much improved by them. How 
fhould be get wifdom from fuch fources " that 
" holdeth the plough, and that gtorietli in the 
" goad ; that driveth oxen, and is occupied in 
" their labours ; that giveth his mind to make 
" furrows, and is diligent to give the kinc 
€€ fodder *." Very different 6ccupations thefe 
from the ftudies of the philofopher or the me- 
taphyfician, and not yery well calculated to 
prepare the mind for the leftures of. the aca- 
demy, the lyceura, or the portico*.. 

* Ecclus xxxviii. 25, 26. 

The 
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The truth is, there was not a Jingle book . 
Cff morality at that tirae written fblely or prin- 
cipally for the ufe of the . ignorant and the 
poor;. nor had they their dpty explained to 
them in any other mode of inftru&ion adapted 
to their capacities. They had no leflbns of 
condsdt given them fo plain, fo familiar, fo 
forcible, fo authoritative, as thofe which are 
now regularly difpenfed to every Christian 
congregation ; nothing that made, the fmallefl: 
approach to our Saviour's divine difcourfes, 
(^fpecially that from the Mount) to the ten 
commandments, to the other moral parts of 
the Old and New Teftament, or to the prac- 
tical inftru&ioijs and exhortations given weekly 
to the people by the minifters of the GofpeL 
They were left to form a fyftem of morality 
for themfelves as well as they could; in which 
they were fo far from being affifted b) their 
national religion, that both the mode and the 
obje&s of their worfhip, . were of themfelves 
fufficient to corrupt their hearts, and to coun- 
teract any right opinions or virtuous inclina- 
tions that might cafually Ipring up in their 
minds* 

S3 ' In 
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In this fituatidn did our blefled Lord find 
the inferior clafs of mankind when he entered 
upon his minifhy. He found them without 
guide, inftru&or, counfellor, or friend* He 
few them (to ufe the affe&ing language of 
Scripture) i€ fainting and fcattered abroad as 
" fheep having no (hepherd, and he had com-* 
" paflion upon them *." He took them in- 
ftantly under his- prote&ion, ho fhared with, 
them 'the miferies of their condition. He> 
afiumfed the form of a fervant, fubmitted to all 
the hardfhips of that fittiation, jttttt frequently 
u had not even where to lay his head/* Al- 
though he did not rejeSi the wealthy and the 
great, but, on the contrary, received them with 
the utmoft kindnefs, whenever they fheWed 
any marks of a right and teachable difpofition, 
yet not " many noble, not many mighty, were 
"at firft called -f\" It was frt>m among fi(h- 
ermen and mechanics that he chofe his com- 
panions and apoftles. It was to the poor he 
chiefly addreiTed his difcourfes. With thefe 
he principally, lived and cunverfed • and to 
their underftandin,gs was the greater part of 
his parables, his aliufions, his reafonings, his 

* Matth. ix. 36. f 1 Cor. i. 26. 

precepts, 
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prijcfcpts, and < his- exhortations, moft kindly 
accommodated* ! 

Thusr : did dwvhfeavenly Inftrtidoi' moft ex-, 
a&ly fulfil the prcdi&ions of the prophets and- 
hitfbXvn declarations, that he ivould evangelize 
to the poor. The confequence was what might 
naturally be expe&ed from a meafure, as full 
of wifddm as it wa$ o^humaijiity, although to- 
tally oppofite to the ufual practice of. moral; 
teachers. In-a fliort fpace of time that t3o£- 
peli which was at firft preached more parti- 
cularly to tfte poor, was etobraced alfo by the 
rich'; and became, in a few centuries, the 
eftablifhed Religion of the moft powerful and 
extcnfive empire in the world, as it now is of 
all the moll: civilized and moft enlightened 
kingdoms of the earth. Whereas the renown- 
ed fages of antiquity, by purfuing a contrary 
covfrfe, by making it their only objedt to pleafe,, 
amufe, and inform the learned and the great, 
v/ere never able, with all their wifdom and 
eloquence, to enlighten or reform a fingle pro- 
vince, or even a fingle city of any note or 

magnitude *. 

S 4 We 

• Hence it is obvious to remark, how very unfortunately 
ttoTt writers againft Chriftianity have employed their time and 

labour, 
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We have here, then, the utttoft opcettroge* 
ment to tread in the fteps of ou/ djvine ko\v- 
giver, and to imitate, as far a* we art aWe, that 
method of jpfdpagatiog hia Relkpcra tyMeh 
he adopted, an4 which wa* attended with 
fuch fignal fuccefs , Although . it i? undoubt- 
edly our duty u to preach the Gofpd to every 
«5 creature V' to prefs it on all ranks of pert- 
pie, hfgh and low, rich aacLpopr* Jst the ex- 
ample of our Lord plainly dalls ttpoja.ui to; 
(bow a pecid&r attention re ihoft who^ii Pro* 
vifotx-t has placed in the humbler conditictes 
of life. The rcaforis for this are etjvibus: tkef 
are the fame which probably iaiSutfnefcd our 
Saviour's conduct in this refpeft, and they ftill 

labotir* who have taken To much pains to prove) that among the- 
firft converts to that Religion, there were but few in proportion' 
bf any confiderable rank or fortune. This is a charge which 
the firft preacners of the Gofpel were fo fat from wliTrfng to 
deny or diifemble, that they openly avowed and gloried in it f . 
Their fuccefibrs have as little reafon to be afraid, or aftamed. 
of acknowledging the fa& as they had. They juftly confidcr 
it as one proof, among many others, of that divine ivi/dom 
Which fiiperintended and conduced the progrefs of Chriftiani- 
ty, in a way fo different from what worldly wijdm would haver 
dictated ; beginning with the cottage and ending with the impe- 
rial throne. Falfe religion has generally reverfed this orderi 
and lias fucceeded accordingly. 

* Mark xvL J 5. f 1 Cor. i. 26. 
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fubfift in their full force. The poor have 
in general niuch /ewer opportunities of learn* 
iog their duty themfelves than the wealthy 
and the great: their education feldom qua- 
lifies them, and their conftant cares and h+ r 
hours leave them but little leifure, for acquir- 
ing fufficient religious knowledge without a£* 
fiftance* Thtir fpiritual as well as temporal 
neceffittes are but too often overlooked, and: 
disregarded .by their fuperior?, and yet they 
fartn by far the.hurgeft and.moft neccflary part 
of rke community. Add to all this, that they 
are commonly much freer from prejudice} 
much lefs wedded to fyftems and opinions, 
more op<tn to conviction, more anxious to ob- 
tain information, and more ready t6 embrace 
truth, than the higher ranks of men, Thefe: 
circtimftances evidently point them out as. ob- 
jects highly worthy of our utmoft care and di- 
ligence, irt furnishing their minds with thofe 
facred truths, thofe rules of moral and religious 
conduit, which are neceflary to render them 
€€ wife unto falvation," 

With this view it was, that The Society for 
promoting Chrijiian Knowledge was firft infti- 
tilted. It breathes the true fpirit of Christi- 
anity, 
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anity, and follows, at a humble diftance, the 
example of its divine Author, by diffufing the 
light of the Gofpel more efpecially among thfe 
poor. This is its peculiar province and em- 
ployment 4 * and there are two ways in which* 
it carries this benevolent purpofc into exe- 
cution. 

The firft is, by encouraging the erection of 
charity-fchools in every part of the kingdom/ 
and by fupf>lying them afterwards with- proper' 
religious inftru&ions, and wholefome rules for 
their, direction and good government. The 
fruit of thefe its pious labours and exhorta* 
tions! in this city and its neighbourhood, you 
have now before your eyes. You here fee 
near -five thoufand children colle&ed together 
from the charity- fchools in and about London 
and Weftminfter* A fpe&acle this, which is 
not, perhaps, to be paralleled in any other 
country in the world j which it is impoffible 
for any man of the lea ft fen Ability to contem* 
plate. without emotions of tendernefs and de* 
light; which we may venture to fay, that even' 
our Lord himfelf (who always fhewed a re- 
markable affection for children) would have 
looked on with complacency; and which 
t . fpeaki 
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fpeaks more forcibly, in favour of this branch, 
of the fociety's paternal care fcrtd ,attentiony 
than any arguments for T it that words could 
convey to you *. I ihall, therefor?, only ob- 
ferve on this head, that large as the number W 
6f the ch irity-children iiow prefent in this 
pike, it bears but a foiail propoFtion to the 
whole number i[i the fchools of Great Britain, 
and Ireland, which exceeds forty ' tboUfand; 
And when you confider that thi£ fociety was 
the original promoter, and ha& Seen the con- 
ftant patron and prote&or of thefe fchools;' 
which have fubfiftedmiw for? near, a century 5 
tha^ the children educated in them are taken* 
from the mod iridigent and helplefs clafs of 
people ; that, " confcxjuently, without . thefe 
fchools,. they woald probably have had no 
education at all ; and that nothing is fo 
likely to preferve them from idlenefs, beg-> 

# The truflees of the charity- fchools obtained permiflibn this 
yzxr,'for thefirft time, to range the children (amounting to near 
$ve. thousand) in a kind of temporary amphitheatre under the 
dome of St. Paul's, where the fervice was performed, and the 
fermon preached, the congregation occupying the area. The 
effect of 'fo large a number of children, difpofed in that form, 
and uniting with one voice in the refponfes and in the pfalra- 
ftnging, was wonderfully pleaiing and' affecting. This practice 
has fincc been continued annually. 
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gary, profligacy and mifery, as impreflkg early 
and ftrcngly on their unoccupied and uncor- 
tfupted minds found principles of piety, induf- 
try, honefty, and fobriety; you will be fcnfibk 
that the fociety has adopted a plan no lefs be* 
aeiscial to the public, than conformable to the 
femiments of the great Author of our Reli- 
gion, in recommending charity- fchoels as on$ 
very cffe&ual method of " preaching the.Gof* 
" pel to th? f oor." 

Hut the fociety goes ftill further than this. It 
does not confine its cares merely to the child- 
hood of the poor j it follows .them, with itrire- 
nutted kindnefs, through every fubfequent pe- 
riod of their lives. It is the guard of \k&t 
youth, the companion of their manhqod, the 
comfort of their old ag$. The principal part 
of its employment is to provide, at a very cod- 
fiderabie expence, and to difperfe among the 
lower people of all ages, and occupations, a 
very large number of Bibles, Common Prayer- 
books, and fmall tracts, on a variety of religious 
fubje&s, compofed purpofely for their ufe by 
men of eminent piety and ability, adapted to 
their capacities, and accommodated to all their 
various fpiritual wants. In thefe are explained 
I to 
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to them, in the cleared and moft familiar 
-terms, the firft grounds and rudiments of their 
faith,, the main evidences and moft eflentiai 
do£krines of Chriftianity, the feveral duties 
they owe to God, their neighbour, and them* 
felves, and the nature and benefits of the two 
Chriftian facraments, By thefe, alfo, they 
-are affifted in the fervice of the church, in 
their private devotions, in reading, * under- 
(landing, and applying the Holy Scriptures; 
are fupported under afHi&ions, are guarded 
againft temptation, are fortified more efpe- 
cially againft thofe vices to which the poor are 
moft fubjedt, and furniftied with proper cau- 
tions and arguments, to preferve them from 
the artifices of popery, and the delufions of 
enthqfiafm. 

This is a ihort fketch of the ieveral obje&g 
to which the governing members of our fociety 
-have dire&ed their attention, and the provi- 
sion they have made for the inftruftion of the 
ignorant and the poor* Of the little trea- 
tifes hene alluded to, fome might undoubtedly 
be much improved, and fome, perhaps, might 
. be fpared, * But .many of them are excellent* 
- the greateft part .extremely ufcful, and calcu- 
lated 
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lated to do eflential fervice to that rank of men 
among whom they ace diftributed. Nor is the 
benevolence of our fociety reflxained. within 
the limits of this ifland only. Its principal 
objedt is, indeed, as it certainly ought to be, 
the inftrudtion of our own poor; but it has 
occafionally extended its kind afliftance to 
other countries, both neighbouring and re- 
mote* It has eftabliflied fchools and miffions 
in various parts of the EafMndies, for the con- 
verfion and inftru&ion of " the Heathens; and 
has difperfed among them many Teligious tradts 
in the Malabar language; It has carried its re- 
gard to the Greek church in Paleftine, Syria, 
Mefopotamia, Arabia, and Egypt. For this 
purpofe it has printed the New Teftamcnt 
and Pfalter in Arabic, and has already fent a 
large number of both, with fomc other traSs, 
into Perfia and India. It has published three 
feveral editions of the Bible in the Welfh lan- 
guage, and diftributed them thrdugh every 
part of Wales, to the amount of fifty thou- 
fand copies. It has made prbvifion for the 
education of youth, and the due celebration of 
divine worfhip, in the Scilly iflands, where 

there was the utmoft need o£ both; and it ha* 
9 likewise 
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likewife printed and difpdrfed ovef the Ifle of 
Man many thpuiand copies of the- Old anji 
New. Teftament, of the Common Prayer^ aqd 
other religious books, in the vulgar language 
of that ifland, ,.,--. 

By this conftant attention of th^managers 
of the fociety tQ the fpirituai : w#nes o$ the poor 
in many different parts of the wprldt as well 
as at home, the number of religipus tra&s ajid 
books which they have distributed, from their 
firft inftitution to this day, is fo immenfely 
great, as almoft to exceed belief*. And al- 
though, in fome inftances, the fuccefs of their 
endeavours has not fully anfwered their ex- 
pectations, yet there can be no doubt but that 
upon the whole their labours have done Jnfi- 
jiitc feryice to the caufe of Religion. Indeed, 
all the clergy who are members of the fociety, 

. and have made a conftant and difcreet ufe of 
their tra&s, can bear, and many of them have 
borne, ample teftimony to the advantages re*- 
iulting frpm them. Next to the Hated offices 

. of divine worfhip, and the regular inftru&ions 

; - • • • 

# Even within the laft fifty years, the number of books 

and tfa&s diftributed by thfiu has amounted to no lefs than 

{roin 
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from the pulpit, it is evident, that nothing can 
-contribute more to excite and keep alive fc due 
fenfe of Religion in the minds of the common 
-people, than Supplying them cenftantfy with a 
variety of well-compofed and well-cho{eii re- 
ligious treatifes, each of them judicioufly 
adapted to tiheir refpeftive ncceffiries, -It fop-, 
plies, in fome degree* the want of that moft 
ufeful branch of minifterial duty which has, I 
fear, of late years, grown hut too much into 
difufe, perfonal conference with out* parifknonert j 
for which, unlefs we have fome fud* fubfti- 
tutc as this, we (hall find, probably, that our 
public inftru&ions will produce much lefs 
tSkA than they naturally ought, 

w 

There is another argument 4br the diflrihu* 
tion of -final! religious trafts anjQng the com* 
men people, which has, I think, considerable 
weight. It appears, that thi? is the very -mode 
made ufe of by the adverfaries of our Religion, 
in order to undermine and deftroy it. -They 
consider fmall tracts of infidelity, as- the beft 
and moft effe&ual method of differoinatiqg 
irreligion among their readers and admirers } 
and, accordingly, have employed all their ta- 



Jcntt in compofing, and all their induftry in 
difpcrfing them over the world ** 

Let us, then* endeavour to foil our enemies 
at their own weapons, which will furely prove 
more powerful, and more fuccefsful* iri thet 
hands of truth, than in thofe of error ; and let 
Us, with that view> give all poffible encourage- 
ment to a Society, which is inftituted for the 
Very purpofe of furnifliing us with a conftant 
fupply of the beft helps towards counteracting 
the pernicious defigns of thbfe who " fet 
€€ themfelves againft usj" who make ufe of 4 
every artifice to deprive us of all Religion, of 
to introduce a corrupt one* 

Inconsiderable and trivial as the little trea-* 
tifes difperfed by the Society may feem, yet it is 
by the repeated efforts of fuch fmall inftru- 
irients as thefe> that the greateft effects are 
often produced. Their numbers, their plair^ 
nefs, and their cheapnefs, will give them a 
force and efficacy, and extent of circulation* 

• It is certain, that M. Voltaire, in particular, has written 
innumerable little pieces againft Revelation ; that he prided bira- 
fidf greatly in having found out this method of enlightening the 
ivorld: and that he was highly applauded by Mr. D'Alembert 
kttd others, for the wifdom and prudence of his conduct in this 
Teipecx* 

VoLrlL T which 
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which much more voluminous and more la-* 
boured compofitions may not be able to ac- 
quire; juft as we fee that the loweft and 
humbleft, and moft numerous bodies of men, 
not the opulent and fplendid few, are thofe 
that cbnftitute the real ftrength and wealth of 
the community. 

It has been frequently aflerted, that it is phi- 
lofophy, modern philofophy, which has en- 
lightened and improved mankind. But whom 
has it enlightened and improved ? A fmall 
knot, perhaps, of wits and philofophers, and 
learned men; but how have the multitude, the 
bulk of the people, thofe who really confti- 
tute the world, been enlightened and improve- 
ed ? Do they read the works of Bolingbroke, 
of D'Alemlert, of Hume, or of Raynal? 
Thanks be to God thofe elaborate and bulky 
compofitions are equally beyond their under-, 
ftandings to comprehend, their leifure to pe- 
rufe, and their ability to purchafe. And even 
the fmaller pieces above-mentioned of Voltaire 
and others, are not calculated for the loweji 
clajfes of mankind, but for men of fome educa- 
tion and fome talents* And their obje£t is not 
to inform, but to perplex and miflead ; not to 
^ x ' . ^convince 
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convince by argument, but to entertain with 
ftrokes of wit and buffoonery. Moft fortu- 
nately for mankind, the mifchief of fuch writ- 
ings is confined (comparatively fpeaking) to a 
very narrow circle, which their admirers, how- 
ever, are pleafed to dignify with the name of 
the world* The vulgar, the vile populace, fo 
far are thofe great philofophers from defiring 
to inflruft and reform, that they think them 
titter ly unworthy of a reafonable religion. This 
the moft eminent of their fraternity has de- 
clared in exprefs terms *. On the other hand* 
the Author of our Religion declares, that he 
came " to preach the Gofpel to the poor/* 
Here, then, you fee oppofed to each other the 
fpirit of Christianity and the. fpirit of 
philosophy. Judge ye, for yourfelves, which 
is moft worthy of God and beneficial to man, 
and make your choice accordingly. If you take 

* lAr. Voltaire, fpeaking of certain fuperftitious fe£ts iri 
China, has thefe very remarkable words : u Ces fectes font 
** tolerees a la Ghine pour Pufage du, Fulgaire, comme des ali- 
** mens groffiers faits pour le nourrir; tandis que lies magi- 
** ftrats & les lettres, fepares en tout du peuple, fe nouriflent 
*« d*une fubftante plus pure. Ilfimble en effet que la populace ne 
** merite pas une religion raifonnahle" Efiai fur PHifloire Ge- 
nerate, torn, i. p. 33, 34. 

T 2 PHILOSOPHY 
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philosophy for your guide, you will defpife 
the humble employment of diffufing religious 
knowledge among the common people ; but 
if youchufe Christ for you mafter, you will 
give a proof of it this day* by patronizing a 
Society that forms itfelf on bis model, and pro- 
fefTes to carry on the great work of reforma- 
tion which He begun, in the very way which 
he pointed out, « by preaching the Gofpcl to 
u the poor." , 
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i Cor. be. 25. 



EVERY MAN THAT STRIV&TH FOR THR 
MASTERY IS TEMPERATE IN ALU 
things: NOW THEY DO IT TO OBTAIN 
A CORRUPTIBLE CROWN, BUT WS AN 
INCORRUPTIBLE. 

THE defign of this paflage is plainly to 
recommend the great Chriftian duty of 
being " temperate in all things ;" that is, of 
obtaining an entire command over our paflionsj 
or, as it is expreffed a few verfes after, of 
keeping under our bodies, and bringing them 
into fubje<ftiQo." This felf-govcrnment is 
indifpenfably necefiary, both to the real enjoy- 
ment of the prefent life, and to the pofleflion 
of everlafting happinefs in the next. But, 
then* like every thing elfe that is valuable, it 

T3 it 
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is as difficult to acquire, as it is ufeful and ex* 
cellent j and it ftands in need of the moft 
powerful arguments to recommend and en- 
force it. One of the ftrongeft is' here urged 
by St. Paul. To raife the courage and invi- 
gorate the refolution of the Corinthians, to 
whom the Epiftle.is addrefied, and of all others 
engaged in the fame ftate of warfare with their 
corrupt inclinations, he reminds them of the 
immortal prize they-are contending for, that 
cr^wn of glory -which is- to iiecompence their 
virtuous cofiffift. And to give tKis : ftill greater 
weighty he compares their Rewards with thofe 
propofed to the competitors in the well- 
known games or fports which were celebrated 
near Corinth: In thefe, all that was contend- 
ed for, was nothing more than " a corruptible 
" crown," a wreath compofed of perifliable 
leaves : whereas, the prize of the Chriftian 
is an incorruptible one, a crown of glory that 
fadeth not away, an eternity of real and fub- 
ftantial happinefs in Heaven. And yet, poor 
and contemptible as the reward was in thofe 
•games, they who ftrove for the maflefy in 
them, were temperkte in all things, were con- 
tent to exerdfe the •ftri&eft difcipline and ab- 

flerpioufnefS| 
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Aemioufnefs, to abridge themfelves both in the 
quantity and the quality of their diet, to re- 
nounce every pleafure and every indulgence 
that tended to weaken the body, and volun- 
tarily to undergo many hardships in order to 
prepare themfelves for the conteft, and " to 
* f run fo that they might obtain." How is it 
pofiible, then, after this, for the Chriftian to 
complain of the difficulties he has to encounter 
in this his ftate of probation, and when ce- 
x leftial rewards are held up .to his view, to 
(hrink from: the fe verities through which he 
mull arrive at them ? If he has any honeft am- 
bition in his nature, will he not emulate the 
ardour and a&ivity of thefe Grecian comba- 
tants? Will he not chearfully go through a 
fimilar courfe of preparatory difcipline ? Will 
he not impofe upon himfelf a little moderation 
in ;his pleafures, a little felf-government and 
felf-denial ? Will he not contentedly give up 
a few trivial indulgences, and tranfient gratifi- 
cations, in order to fecure a prize infinitely 
more glorious than theirs ; a crown incor- 
ruptible, felicity eternal, commenfurate to the 
exiftence, and fuited to the capacity of an im-» 
mortal foul ? 

T 4 To 
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To this irrcfiftible ftrength of argument Sk 
Paul fubjoins, as an additional motive, his own 
example. " I therefore," fays he, " fo run t 
" not as uncertainly," not heedlefsly and ig* 
norantly, but with a perfect knowledge of the 
courfe I am to purfue, the rules I am to obT 
ferve, the prize I am to aim at, and the corn 
ditions on which it is to be attained* I dp 
not aft at random, but upon fure grounds* 
My views are fteadily fixed on the grand 
point, and I prefs forwards in the way mark, 
ed out with unwearied vigour and perfeyc* 
ranee, " So fight I, not as one that beateth 
*' the, air." In this Chriftian combat I do not 
iaif-.fpend my activity, and exert my power* 
to no purppfe - 3 I dp no| fight with my own 
fhadow, or with an imaginary antagonist *, 
wafting my ftrength on the empty air y hut 

* * • 

I ftriye, for the m?Aery in gpod earneftj I 
eonfid^r myfclf as baying real enemies tq 
combat, the wprW, tfcs flefli, arid the, devil j 
I.JftOW that my life, my ftlvatibn, my al^, 
is. at ftafeei apd therefore, in imitation of the 
competitors in. the tfthmjan game, I exer-. 
&fe a. flrift government aver royfelf ; I fuh-s 

t See the commentators. 

due 
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4be my rebellious pafiions, by continual ads 
of felf-dcnial; " I keep under my body, and 
** bring it into fubje&ioh/' left that by any 
pieans, when I. have preached to . others, I 
n&yfelf fhould be a caftaway, 

Such is the reafoning of this eloquent apoftl* 
fit large ; and it behoves us all to pay due at- 
tention to it; for, though in one circumftance 
we do not all rcfcmhle him, are not all ap- 
pointed to preach to others ; yet are vn all* 
like him, engaged in the Chriftian conflict 
■with paffion and temptation; and muft, like 
hkn, either comp off viftorious in it, and gain 
tbeptijfe, or be jbamefally fubdued, and loft 
cur own fouls. 

Ever fincc the unhappy fell pfoor firft pa* 
rents, and the confufbn introduced by it into 
our moral frame, the pa#ions have acquired fy 
much ftrength and boldnefs, that they afpirc 
to nothing le& than an ^biplute fbvereignty 
pver the foul ; and wp ^re reduced to the nc* 
peflity of either governing thepv pjr being go* 
yearned by them. This is literally the choice 
peapo&d to us at pur firft entrance into life; 
^nd it (concerns us to weigh and confider it 
Well; for we can never (iecide on a queftion of 

mora 
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more importance. It is this chiefly that mud: 
determine us to virtue and happinefs, or to 
rice and mifery. ' For. nothing can be more 
clear, than that far the greater part of the evils 
we fuffer ourfelves, and of thofe we bring upon 
others,, arife from the dominion of our paf- 
fions. u From whence come wars and fightings 
u among you ? Come they not hence, even of 
*' your luits, which war in your members t" 
From whence come murders, robberies, op- 
preffion,/and fraud? Whence come breaches 
cf friendfhip and hofpitality, violations of the 
marriage-bed, ruin, infamy, and remorfe to un- 
guarded innocence, confufion and diftrefs to 
whole families, the definition of our own 
health and repofe, the diffipation of our for- 
tunes, and the confequent wretchednefs of all 
that look up to us for fupport ? Do not all 
thefe, and an infinite number of other calami- 
ties,, fpring folely from the brutal violence of 
headftrong and unruly defires, burffcing forth 
like a torrent upon mankind, throwing down 
every obffcacle, and breaking through every the 
jnoft facred; fence that oppofes itfelf to their 
impetuous courfe f « 

Such 
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' Such arc the mifchiefs which daily follow 
from fuffering them to gain the afcendancyj 
and fuch we have to expeft from it ourfelves. 
There is, in fad, no drudgery upon earth like 
that of ferving the paflions. Of all tyrants in 
the world, they are the moft unrelenting and 
infuppor table. They will utterly debafe and 
unman the foul; debilitate and obfeure its 
nobleft powers; force their natural fovereign 
reafon to fubmit to the meaneft offices, and moft 
fcandalous artifices, for their gratification; 
compel us to refign up our trueft interefts, our 
moft folid comforts, our moft valuable expecta- 
tions ; nay, even to invent principles to ju£ 
tify their extravagancies, to rejedt the revela- 
tion that condemns them, to ftrip ourfelves of 
all claim to immortality, to doubt every thing, 
to difpute every thing except their com- 
mands. 

To avoid thefe dreadful mifchiefs, which 
are by no means exaggerated, there is no other 
way left, but to refolve with St. Paul, on 
** keeping under our body, and bringing it 
* € into fubje&ion." But this, too, though at- 
tended at the laft with the happieft confe- 
rences, is not, hgwever, without its difficjil- 

ties. 
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tic*. Thefe, indeed, to all are not the fame : 
there is* undoubtedly, a difference in the con- 
stitution of our minds, as well as of our bo- 
dies ; and fome men are bleft with fuch An- 
gularly happy difpofitions, fuch fober defires, 
fuch tradable and obedient inclinations, that, 
1roth a common degree of prudence and cir- 
cumfpe6Uon, and Chriilian difcipline, they 
preferve the utmoft tranquillity and order in 
the foul, go on uniformly, and almoft without 
interruption, in the difcharge of their duty, 
tpd find the ways of Religion " to be ways of 
** pkafantnefs, and all her paths to be peace." 
Bkft, indeed, beyond meafure* are fu<?h per* 
fens a$ thefe* infinitely better provided for the 

journey *£ !*&• *&d infinitely better furniflaed 
with the proper materials of happinefs than 
thofe who are generally much more envied, 
tut with much lefs reafon ; thofe who are 
favoured with riches, genius, fank or power. 
Thefe are contemptibly things compared to 
the inconceivable comfort of a well-ordered 
t&iod, and well-governed aiFe&ioas, which, in 
* work of infinite importance that muff be 
done* leave us nothing but what it is extremely 
*afy to dp. But with the generality of man- 
kind. 
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kind, this is far from being the cafe. Almo& 
every one finds within himfelf feme One un- 
ruly paffion at leaft, which is continually dif- 
tur&ing his repofe, and endangering his inno- 
cence ; and which, without the utmoft vigi- 
lance and refolution, he finds it impoffibk to 
fubdue. Even he who " delights in the law 
" of God after the inward man, frequently 
u fees another law in the outward man, war* 
^ ring againft the law of his mind, and bring- 
u ing it into captivity to the law of fin/ 1 ' 
Unable to refcue himfelf from this wretched 
flarery, and equally unable to fupport the con- 
fluences of fubmitting to it, no wonder if 
fuch an one, in the utmoft agony of mind, 
cries out with St. Paul in his aflumed charac- 
ter, « Wretched man that I am ! who (hall 
'* deliver me from the body of this death?" 
Thanks be to God, through Jefus Chrift ovp 
Lord; there is one that can, and will deliver 
you, even the Redeemer that died for yoik 
He it is who will do what no other moral 
guide can do for you; will both enable you* 
by additional fupplies of ftrengtb, to overcome 
thofe lulls which war againft your foul, and 
Will 1 alio crown that victory by a reward aterre 
9 than 
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than adequate to the pain of the conflict. If 
Chriftianity requires from its votaries a higher 
degree of fandtity and purity, and a firi&er 
command over the paffions than any other Re- 
ligion, it has a right to do fo; becaufe it af* 
fords proportionably greater helps towards 
accomplishing that great work, and a propor- 
tionably greater prize to recompence the labour 
of it* For however fevere this Struggle with 
our appetites may be to us, and fevere enough, 
God knows, it fometimes is, yet it is our com- 
fort, that if we endure to the end, " thofe light 
" afflictions which are but for a moment, Shall 
work for us a far more exceeding and eternal 
weight of glory.' ' This fingle consideration 
is enough to make us " more than conquerors 
u through Chrift that Strengthened us." For 
who that has in view immortal joys and in-* 
corruptible crowns, can repine at the conflict 
he muft go through to obtain . them ? Who, 
that profefTes himfelf in earneft a difciple of 
Chrift, can murmur at the hardship of morti- . 
fying his paflions, when even they who Strive 
for the maftery in the moft trivial contefts, and 
for the fillieft rewards, are temperate in all 
tilings ? The inftance produced in the text to 
- - , prov« 
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prove this, was full to the purpofe; wars pecu- 
liarly calculated to ftrike the Corinthians, being 
a familiar, and, as it were, domeftic fa<5t, with- 
in the compafs of their own obfervation. Its 
force is very little, if at all, abated, when ap- 
plied to ourfelves -, but if we have a mind for 
fimilar inftances nearer, home, they are to be 
found in abundance. We may fee numbers 
of our fellow-creatures, on every fide of us, 
undergoing the greatefl labours and inconve- 
niences in purfuit of the moft trivial and 
worthlefs objects. We fee the vicious man 
frequently taking more pains, and ftruggiirtg 
through greater diftreffes, in order to gratify 
his paffions, than it would coft him to fubdue 
them. We fee the avaricious man torment- 
ing himfelf with continual care and anxiety, 
fubmitting to the meaneft and moil fordid ar- 
tifices to acquire wealth and to retain it; prac- 
tifing feverer mortifications than the utmoft 
rigour, of monaftic discipline would exaft, de- 
nying himfelf not only the moft innocent gra- 
tifications, but the common neceflaries of life ; 
and foraetimes even perifhing for want in the 
iriidft of abundance. And what is the great 
objedt of all this voluntary felf-denial ? It is to 

amafs 
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amaft a hdard of wealth which he has not th* 
fpirit to ttfe in this world, nor the power 0/ 
carrying with him into the next* 

We fee others who cannot juftly be charged 
with avarice; yet Simulated by the ambition 
of raifing themfelves and their families to opu- 
lence and diftinftion, and with that view fa- 
criiicing their youth, their eafc, their health, 
their comfort, the beft gnd happifeft part of 
their days to the labour of fom6 mdft painful 
employment, which at laft, perhaps, rewards 
them with a fortune, when difeafe, or old age, 
or death, render theth iftcapabk of enjoy- 
ing it. 

We fee the man of adventure and of enter- 
prize penetrating the moft remote and inhof* 
pitable regions of the earth* expofing himfelf 
to unwholefome cHmates and untried oceans, 
encountering the dangers of rocks and tem- 
pefts, of famine and difeafe, of treachery and 
violence from unrelenting favages; and all this 
in the purfuit of knowledge or of emolument, 
which fcldom*anfwer his efcpe£tati6ns, or of a 
vifionary feme, which perhaps commences 
not, till he is gone i€ to that land where all 
** tilings are forgotten/* 

Thefe 



ik% M 6 # xiu. 289 

Thefe afeinrtarices of felf-denial which We 
nave every day before our eyes \ atid (hall we, 
then, be deterred from the purfiiit of our etef- 
nal iriterefts, and of immortal glory, by the rei 
Itraints and f he difficulties attendirigour'Chfif- 
tian warfare, when we fee ftien voluntarily arid 
chearfully encountering far greater h&rdfhips, 
and farfeVerer trials for the fake of acquiring 
what appfeafS to thetii moil valuable in thifi 
life, but which they find in the eild to be de* 
Iufive and urtfatisfadtory. 
' "If is, in fhort, a vain and a fooliih attempt 
to think of feparatirig, in any inftancc, great 
labour and difficulty from great attainments. 
And the more Valuable the acquifitioh, the 
more fevere are the hardfhips that obftruft the 
Way to it. The lowelfc mechanic arts can ne- 
ver be carried to any degree of perfe&ion 
without much toil \ Works of imagination, in* 

telledtual accomplishments, require ftill more ; # 
virtue and religion, as being; the greateft or- 
naments of our nature, moft of all. But then 

the reward is in proportion to the labour ; and 

• * 

to renounce the one through a cowardly fear of. 
the other, is one of the meaneft thoughts that 
can enter the human mind* 

voi/ii. u it 
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It is hard fometimes, it is confefledly hard, 
to deny a craving appetite, and to fubdue a 
vicious habit ; but is it not ftill harder to lofe 
everlafting happinefs for a momentary indul- 
gence j and, like the wretched Efau f to feB 
Heaven in reverfion for a mefs of pottage ? 

Let us eat and drink, fays the voluptuary ; 
let us indulge without delay, and without re- 
fer ve, every appetite of our nature, for " to- 
" morrow we die," to-morrow we may ceafc 
to exift, and all poffibility of any further en- 
joyment will be for ever gone. Let us, then, 
take our full meafure of it while we cam 
Let us enjoy the good things that are pre* 
fent. Let us fill ourfelves with coftly wines 
€€ and ointments ; and let no flower of the 
fpriftg pafs by us. Let us crown ourfelves 
with rofe-rbuds before they be withered. Let 
none of us go without his part of our volup- 
€€ tuoufnefs. Let us leave tokens of our joy- 
fulnefs in every place ; for this is our por- 
tion, and ourjot is this *." This language 

cannot be wondered at, froth the man who 

• * ..* 

y ejedls all idea of a future exigence. But it 
would be folly and madnefs in him, who be- 

* Wifdom ii. 6. io. 
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lieves the Chriftian dodhine of a refurredtion, 
and a retributibn in another world. To him 
the conclufion, from the very fame .preniifes, 
muft be a diredtly oppofite one. It muft be 
plainly this : Let us keep our hearts with all 
diligence, and reftrain our paflions within the 
bounds of duty, for to-morrow we may die ; to- 
morrow we may be called to give an account 
of our moral conduft to the great Sovereign of 
the Univerfe, who has peremptorily com- 
manded us to be temperate in all things. Let 
this confideration, then, be deeply fixed in our 
hearts, and be conftantly prefent to our 

• « 

thoughts, and it will, in the hour of trial, add 
ftrength to our refolutions, and fortitude to our 
fouls. It is not, it muft be confefled, a very 
eafy tafk to keep that ftridt and fteady com- 
mand over ourfelvcs which Chriftianity re- 
quires. But we muft not be much furprized, 
if the rewards of Heaven are not to be had foi 
nothing. Immortal glory, and everlafting fe- 
licity, are not foch very trivial things, as to bfe 
obtained without any exertions on o\ir pkrfc 
Sbme price muft furely be paid for* ftfch an 
acquifition, fomething arar^ begiVen up'in ; pre- 
ient for an inheritance of fuch infinite value in 

U 2 future. 
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future. * There is but one paradife for men/' 
faid Mahomet, (turning away his eyes from 
the tempting profpe<5t of Damafcus) " there 
is but one paradife for men, and, for my 
part, I will not take mine in this world V 
If this fenfual impoftor could, in this inftance 
at leaft, facrifice prefent gratification even to 
bis falfe notions of future happinefs, well may 
,we be content to endure a little temporary 
felf-denial for the fake of a recompence here- 
after, perfect in its nature, and endlefs in its du- 
ration. \t is true, indeed, that taking all 
things into the account, the yplce of oqr di- 
vine/Mafter is-eaiy, and his burthen is light. 
Yet ftill there is a yoke, there is a burden tp 
Jbear- We are to take up our crofs, and on 
that crofs we are to crucify our affections and 
lufts. In the fucqefiive ftages of our exiftem* 
here, iucceffi re adversaries rife, up to oppof* 
purprogrefs to Heaven, and bring us into cap- 
tivity to fin and mif^ry. Pleafure, interelt, 
bufinek, power,- honour, fame, all the follies 
and all the corruptions of this world, e^ch in 
their turn, affailour feeble nature, and through 
thefe we muft manfully fight our way tQ the 

* M»undrtll, p. in, 
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great end we have in view. But the difficulty 
and the pain of this conteft will be infinitely 
lefiened, by a refolute and vigorous exertion 
of our powers, and our resources, at our *firft 
fetting out in life. If we ftrcnuotofly relift 
thofe enemies of our falvation that prefent 
themfelves to us in our carlieft youth, all the 
reft that follow in our mature age will be an 
cafy conqueft. On him, who in the "beginning 
of life has kept himfelf unfpotted from the 
world, all its fubfequent attractions and allure- 
ments, all its magnificence, wealth, and fplen- 
dour, will make little or no impreffion. A 
mind that has been. long habituated to difci- 
pline, reftraint, and felf-command, amrdft far 
more powerful temptations, will have nothing 
to apprehend from fuch affailants as thefe. But 
our great and principal fecurify is afliftance 
from above, which will never be denied to 
thofe who fervently apply for it. And with 
th6*&oafiipbtence of divine grace to fupport us, 
and" an eternity of happihefs to reward us, 
what is there that can fhake our tonftaney, er 
corrupt our fidelity ? 

Set yourfelves,, then, without delay, to ac- 
quire an early habit of ftricSt felf-government, 

U 3 and, 
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and an early intercourfe with your Almighty 
Prote&or. Let it be your firft care to efta- 
blijfti the fovereignty of reafon, and the empire 
of grace, over your fouls, and it will foon 
be no pain to you ; but, on the contrary, a 
real pleafure " to be temperate in all things." 
Watch ye, ftandiaft in the faith, quit your- 
fqlves like men, be ftrong, be refolute, be 
patient. Look frequently up tp the prize 
that is fet before you, left ye be wearied and 
faint in your minds* Confider, that every 
pang you feel on account of your duty here, 
will be placed to your credit, and encreafe you? 
iiappinefs, hereafter. The conflift with your 
paffipns will . grow lefs irkfome every day, a 
few years will put an entire end to it, and 
you will then, t© your unfpeakabje comfort, 
be enabled to cry out with St. Paul, *' I have 
u fought a good fight, I have finished my 
* courfe, I have kept the faith. Henceforth 
" there is kid up for me a crown of rigl&t$r 
41 oufnefs, which the Lord, the righteous 
"J u dgc, fhall give me at that day," 
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TRULY THIS WAS THE SON OP GOD. 

» 

WE have here a teftimony of the divine 
character of our blefled Lord, which 
muft be confidered as in the higheft degree im- 
partial and incorrupt. It is the teftimony not 
of friends, but of enemies $ not of thofe who 
were prepoflefled in favour of Chriffc and his 
Religion, but of thofe who, by habit and edu- 
cation, were prejudiced, and ftrongly preju- 
diced, againft them. It is, in fhort, the voice 
of nature and of truth • the honeft, unpreme- 
ditated confefiion of the heathen centurion, 
and the foldiers under him, whom the Roman 
governor had appointed as a guard over the 
crucifixion of our Lord. So forcibly ftruck 
Were thefe perfons with the behaviour of Jefus # 

U 4 and 
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and the aflonifhing circumftances attending his 
death, that they broke out involuntarily inta 
the exclamation of the text, u Truly this was 
«theS<mQfQod, ,? „ .. 

Different opinions, it is well known, have 
been entertained by learned men concerning 
the precife fenfe in which the centurion un- 
derftoocl Chr^ft to be the Son of God. But 
without entering here into any critical niceties, 
(which do not in the leaft affed: the main ob- 
jedt of this difcourfe) I (hall only obferve in 
genqr^], that even aftgr making every abate- 
ment, which either grammatical accuracy, or 
parallel paflages, may feem to require, the very 
lo^veft meaning we can affix lo the text, in 
any degree coniiftent with the natural force of 
the language, and the magnitude of the occa- 
fion, is this : that the centurion, comparing 
together every $h*ng he had feen, and rifing 
in his expfeffions of admiration, as cur Lord's 
encreafing magnanimity grew piore and more 
upon \}i$ pbfervation, copcluded him to be» 
i)Ot only a perfon of nioft extraordinary- virtue, 
and m^ft trapfc^ndent righteoufnefs, but of a 
nature more than human, and bearing eyjdepfe 
marks of a divine original, 
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That bis conclufion went : at leaft fo far u 
this, will appear highly probable from confix 
dering the two diftindt grounds on which it 
was founded. - 

The firft was, the attention with which th? 
centurion appears to have marked the whole 
behaviour of our kord during the dreadful 
fcene he pafied through, from the beginning to 
the end of his fufferings. upon the crofs, He 
placed himfelf, as St. Mark informs us, over 
againjl Jqfus. From that ftation he kept his 
eye copftaptly fixed upon him, and obferyed, - 
with anxious care, every thing he faid pr did* ; 
Apd when he faw the meeknefs, the- patience, 
the refignation, the firmnefs, with which Qur . 
Lprd endured the moll excruciating tormenta j 
when he heard him at one time praying fejv 
vently for his murderers ; at another difpofing, 
with dignity and authority, of a place in para* 
dife, to on? of his fellow-fufFerers j and* at 
length, with that confidence which nothing 
but confeious virtue, and confejous. divinity, 
could, at fuch a time, infpire, recommending 
his fpirit into the hands of his heavenly Fa* 
ther\ from thefe circumftances, what othetf 
inference could the centurion draw than that 

Jefus 
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Jefus was not merely a righteous but a heavenly- 
torn perfon ? 

But there was another, and that a ftill more 
powerful proof of our Lord's celeftial origin, 
which offered itfelf to the centurion's notice ; 
I mean, the aftonifhing events that took place 
when Jefus expired ; the agitation into which 
all nature feemed to be thrown, the darknefs, 
tlie earthquake, the rending of rocks, the 
opening of graves, miracles which the centu- 
rion conceived, and juftly conceived, were not 
likely to be wrought on the death of a mere 
mortal*. 

And, indeed, it muft be acknowledged, that 
die miracles recorded, and the prophecies ac- 
complifhed, in the hiftory of Chrift, are the 
two great pillars on which our faith in him 
muft principally' reft. But as an enquiry into 
this fort of proof, would lead us into an argu- 
ment much tooextehfive and too complex for 
oprprefent'purpofe, I fhall content myfelfwith 
enlarging a little on that other kind of evidence 
above-mentioned, the character and conduit of 
our divine Mafter. Of this the centurion faw 

• See Dr. Doddridge's note from JElfner in his expofitkm 
of this paffage, 

nothing 
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nothing more, perhaps, than the clofing fcene. 
And if this operated fo forcibly, as it feems 
to have done, on bis mind, how powerfully 
muft ours be afFe&ed, by taking into the 
account the virtues which Jefus difplayed 
through life, as well as thofe he manifefted - 
at his death ? We may reafonably exped, that • 
it will at once confirm the faith of thofe who r 
Jselieye, and produce conviction in thofe who 
flo not, 

Were we only to fay of our Saviour, what 
cve$ Pilate faid of him, that we can find no . 
fault in bim> that the whole temper of his foul, 
#nd the wfcols tpnour of his life, were abfo- ' 
lately fclamejtefi jthrpughouf; that from the' 
firft moment of his birth, to his laft agony on 
the crojfs, be nev? r once fell into the fmalleft 
prror of conduft, never pnee fpake unad* 
yifedly witji his lips j were we, I fay, to con- 
fine oyrfelves folely to this negative kind of 
excellence, it is more than can be faid of any 
other perfon that ever yet came into the world. 
Bpt great and uncommon as even this fort of* 
perfe&ion is, it forms but a very fmall part t of 
jftat which belonged to Jefus. He was not 1 
v : only 
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only exempt from every the flighted failing* •* 
but he poflefled and pra&ifed every imaginable ' 
Virtue that was confident with his filiation ; 
zxAthat 9 too, in the highefi: degree of excel- 
lence to which virtue is capable' of being ex- 
ulted. That idea of complete goodnefs which 
tbc ancient philofophers took to much fruitlefs 
paiha to defcribe, and which they ju/Uy 
thought would fo ftrongly attradt the affec- 
tions of men if it Could be made vifible, was 
in the perfon of the Holy Jefus, and in Mm 
$nly, fince the world began, prefented to the 
e/es of mankind. His ardent love for God, 
his zeal for the feryice,, his resignation to the 
will, his unreferved obedience to the com- 
mands of his heavenly Father • the compaffion* 
the kindnefs, the Solicitude, the tendernefs, he 
ihowed for the whole human race, even for 
the vgoril of finners and the bittereft of his 
enemips ; the perfect command he had over 
hjsrown paflionsj the confummate prudence 

with which he eluded all the fnares that were 

* 

la$ for him $_ the wifdom, the juftnefs, the 
delicacy of his replies ; the purity and the! 
g£n$kne& of his manners $ the fweetnefs yet* 

dignity 
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dignity of his deportment ; -the mildriefe with 
which he reproved the mifiakes, the preju- 
'dices, and the failings of his difciples $ the 
temper he preferved under the fevereft pro- 
vocations from his enemies 5 the patience 1 , 
the canfipofure, the meeknefs^ with which he 
^endured th$ cruelieft infults, and the groffeft 
indignities i- th? iprtftede , hs. difplayed. under 
the moft painful and ignominious death that 
Iv?^n7ngenuity : <;oyl4 4 devife,or human ma* 

Jignity- jAfliA; and that divinely charitable 
prayer which heputupfor hisj murderers in 
tjie vefy mjidilof.hi? agony*; " Father fbrgir* 
^'themjcfor theyjenoty neft tfyh#t they dor 
#11 tfyefe^ and a multtf yid?. of' Qther peculiar 
excellencies in his;chara«3er* { which. it. is im* 
poffible here Jo enumerate) 'eoociir. to render 
Jiirn, beyond comparifcm, the greateft, the 
svifeii, and the beft , q{ men, 

Confidered more particularly as a pubiiC 
^teacher, what an underftandi*ig mufl that 
Jiave been, and whence enlightened, from 
which fo fublime and perfe& a fyftem of piety 
and mprals as that of the Gofpel, proceeded, 
sxsejlwg APt only aU the difcoveries of men, 
And th£ mofl: perfect fyftejn* of Pagan ma- 
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rality, but all the revelations of God made 
before him *. 

But further dill. How aftonifhing, and 
from what fourcc inspired, muft the mind of 
that man be, who could entertain fo vaft a 
thought in ib low a condition, as that of in- 
ftru&ing and reforming a whole world % a 
world divided between atheifm and fuperfti- 
tion, but univerfally abandoned to fin; of 
teaching the whole race of mankind to live 
foberly, righteoufly, and godly here, and lead*- 
ing them on to an eternity of happinefs here- 
after ? How contemptible a figure do they, 
who afFe&ed to be the conqueror* of the" 
world, make, when compared with him who 
undertook to be the faviour of it ? Then, in 

■ 

the execution of this immenfe defign, what 
condefcenfion without meannefs, what majefty 
without pride, what firmnefs without obfti- 
nacy, what zeal without bitternefs or enthu- 
fiafm, what piety without fuperftition ; how 
wonderful a combination of feemingly moft 
oppofite, if any could be oppofite, virtues ; how 
exaft a temperature of every thing great, and 

# For the principal and moft valuable part of the fix folloi*- 
ing pages, I am indebted to my late excellent friend and patron 
Archbifhop Seeker. 

x venerable, 
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venerable, and lovely, in his foul ! And another 
yenr important and remarkable confidemtipa 
is, that ^11 thefe admirable qualities appeared 
perfe&Jy eafy and natural to him, and feetped 
not to require the leaft exertion of his mind t» 
produce or to fizpport them. And the cafe 

was the fame in his difcourfes and his inftruc- 

- . . - ■ ■ * 

tions. No emotion when he delivered &t 
moft fublime and affecting do&rines, the moft 
comfortable or moft terrifying predictions* 
The prophets before him fainted and funk un- 
der the communications which they received 
from above. But truths that overwhelmed the 
jervants of God, were familiar to his Sen. 
Compofed on the greateft occafions,* refpec^ 
table even on the leaft, he was at all times the 
fame ; and the uniform dignity and propriety 
of his behaviour throughout, evidently flowed 
from the inbred grandeur and re&itude of hi$ 
mind. Tried he was every way (and that in 
fo public a life perpetually) by wicked men, 
by the wicked one, by friends, as well as by 
enemies ; but far from being overcome, neve? 
once difconcerted, never once embarrafied* 
but calmly Superior to every artifice, to eveiy 
temptation, to every difficulty. 

Well, 



+ 'V 



: 3 s* s fi r M o n xnf. 

• Well, then, may wc afk, even after thi» 
Very fhort arid very imperfect fketch of our 
Saviour's character, " whence has this mart 

* thefe things, and what wifdom is this* 
f that is given unto him ?" He had evi- 
dently none of the ufual means or oppor- 
tunities of cultivating his underftanding, or 
Improving his heart. He was born in k low 
and indigent condition, without education, 
without learning, without arty models to form 
hkttfelf upon, eithef in his own time, and 
his owh country, or in any records of former 
ages* that were' it all likely to fall into his 
hands. ' Yet, notwithftandirig this, he mahi- 
feft&d'^and fuppdfted' invariably through life, 

fiich wifdonvartd fuch virtue *as/ were never 

* • * * * 

before found united, and, we may ventbre to* 

fay, never will be again united in any human 
being. The Confeqtience, then, is unavoid- 
able, and one of thefe two things muji be true. 
Either the character of our Lord, as drawn in 
the Gofpels, muft be abfolutely ideal and fidti* 
tious, emitting no where but in the imagina- 
tion of thofe who drew it ; or elfe the perfoa 
to whom it really belonged muft "be endowed 
with powers more than human. For ndver 

did 
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did mere mortal man either fpeak or ad as 
Jefus did* 

If we take the former part of the alterna- 
tive, arid affirm, that the portrait of our Savi- 
our, as clrawn in the Gofpels, is an ideal one $ 
where, in the firft place, fliall we find the man 
that could draw it? where fhall we find the 
man, who, by the mere force of imagination, 
could invent a chara&er at once fo abfolutely 
perfejft, $nd fo truly original ? The circum- 
ftances of his uniting the divine and human 
nature in one perfon, and of his being at one 
and: the fame time the Meffiah of the Jews, 
and the Inftru&or, the Redeemer, the Media- 
tor, and the Judge of mankind, are fo very pe- 
culiar, and fo perfectly new; and yet all thefe. 
feveral parts arc fo well fupported, and pre- 
ferved fo diftindt, and every thing our Saviour 
faid or did is fo admirably accommodated to 
each, that to form fuch a character as this, 
without any original to copy it from, exceeds 
the utmoft ftretch of human invention. Even 
the heft of the Greek and Roman writers 
never produced any thing to be compared with 
it, either in point of originality or cf excel- 
lence, though they frequently exerted thexn- 
Vol. IL X feives 
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felves to. the utmoft in forming * beautiful por- 
traits of wifdom, greatnefs and goodnefs of 
mind, fometimes in the way of compliment, 
fometimes of inftru&ion. But however fome 
extraordinary genius, in the polite and learned 
nations of the world, might have fucceeded 
in fiich an attempt, let it be remembered that 
the hiftorians of Jefus were Jews, natives of a 
remote, and, in general, unlettered corner of 
the world. How came they by fuch extraor- 
dinary powers of invention ? They have never 
fhewn fuch powers in any. other inftance. Not 
even the fublimeft of their own facred books 
equal, in this refpeft, the hiftory of the Gofpelr 
much left their apocryphal Writings, much lefe« 
Philo and Jofephus, though inftrudted in Pagan 
literature and philofophy. And as to the fuc- 
ceeding rabbies, they have not given the hif- 
tory of a fingle perfon that is not over-run 
with wildnefs and abfurdity. Or if we- think 
it poffible that one Jew, at leaft, might be 
found, who, with the help of extraordinary 
talents, and a better education than any of the 
reft ever had, might do fo much more than atny 
of the reft ever did, what colour can there be for 

applying this to -the Evangelists, tothofe 

8 • • -vtho 
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.\vhohave been/o often, and fo opprobrioufly, 
tailed the publicans, the tent-makers, and the 
fifhermen of Galilee ? They had never ftudied 
at Athens or at Rome. They had no fuperior 
talents, ho learning, no education, no ikill in 
defigning or colouring ideal charafters. It is 
hot moft afluredly, it is not men fuch as thefe 
that invent. 

Nay, further flill, had they been ever fo 

capable of forming fuch a character as that of 

bur Saviour, what reafon in the world is there 

to imagine, that they would have afcribed it 

to their Mejjiab. Thqy expected him to be 

bf a fpirit and a behaviour widely different 

, from tiiat of the meek, and .humble, and paf- 

five jefus. They expedted an enterprizing 

and prpfperous warrior* avenging the injurious 

fufFerings of his countrymen, trampling the 

nations . under his feet, and eftablifhing the 

Jewifh empire, and with it the Jewifh law, 

throughout the world. Poflefled as they were 

with thefe notions, inftead of drawing for 

. their promifed Deliverer fuch a portrait as 

the Gofpel prefents to us, had they feen it 

ready drawn, and been afked whofe it was, 

1 ,he would have been the laft perfon upon earth 

X 2 for 
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for whom they would have conceived it in- 
tended. 

Befides, what conceivable inducement could 
the facred hiftorians have to impofe an ima- 
ginary perfonage upon the world ? and why, 
above all, fhould they perfevere in this impo- 
fition, when they faw and felt that hatred, and 
perfecution, and death, were the certain con- 
fequences of their maintaining the reality of 
a character, which they knew, all the whife 
to be a mere phantom of their own creation, 
and could have faved themfelves by confeffing 
it ? But even if it were poffible that human 
creatures might, contrary to all honefty, and 
all intereft, be thus unaccountably bent on 
deceiving, we have as full evidence as can be t 
that the Evangelifts were not fo. There i* 
manifeftly an air of fimplicity and godly fin- 
cerity, of plain, unornamented truth in every 
thing they relate ; nothing wrought up with 
art, nothing ftudioufly placed in the faireft 
light to attract the eye, no folicitude to dwell 
even on the moft illuftrious parts of our Sa- 
viour's chara&er ; but, on the contrary, fo dry 
and cold a manner of telling the moft ftriking 
fa&s, and moft affe&ing truths, as furniftie* 

* ground 
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ground to apprehend that they themfelves did 
not always diftin&ly perceive the divine wif- 
<k>m and excellence of many things faid and 
done by Jefus, and recorded in their books. 
At leaft, they have by no means brought them 
forward into view as they well deferved, and 
as men who wrote with a defign would moft 
certainly have done. This very circumftance, 
added to the whole turn and tenor of their 
writings, moft clearly prove, that they fol- 
lowed with religious care, and delivered with 
ierupulous fidelity, truth and fad?, as it ap- 
peared to them, and nothing elfe. 

It is evident, therefore, upon the whole, 
that our blelTed Lord was, in reality, the very 
perfon that he is reprefented to be in the 
Gofpel. And as he is reprefented to have 
poffefTed a degree of perfedtion, both intel- 
lectual and moral, far beyond what human 
nature is capable of arriving at, and that, too, 
without any of the common means of acquir- 
ing fuch perfe&ion, the conclufion can be no 
other than this, that both he and his Religion 
came from God. 

But it may ftill, perhaps, be faid, that there 
is no neceffity for fuppofing any thing fuper* 

X 3 natural 
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rtdtaral irt the pafe. . He was only one of thofe 
wonderfal and extraordinary characters that 
fpmetimes, appear .even in the very loweft ft$-; 
tions; and by the force of great natural ta- 
lents, a native dignity. of min&.and 9. Confti- 
tutional goodnefs of difpofition, break out 
fropvthe obfcurity of tfieir fituation, and rife 
fuperior to all the reft of mankind.;. 
- ' But befides what has been already infilled 
on,, that no fuch chara&er a$ that of Chrift 
is" to be found in any nation of the world, in 
any period of time, or any fituation of life, if. 
muft be remembered/ that qu* .Lord . himfelf 
laid claim to fomef hing more than thfe charadter 
of a great and a good man. . He laid claim to 
^divine originah He affirmed, thathe wasthe 
Son of God/ and that He and his Father were 
one. : If, therefore, this was not the cafe, he 
muft have been either an enthufiaft or an irb- 
£pftor. In other words, he mtift haye been a 
very weak, or a very wicked man* But either 
of theife fuppofitions is utterly irreconcile- 
aHe with the. .defcriptipn that has juft been 
given of him, with every idea 0f;\#ifdom and 
qf goodnefs,; which yer he has been proved, 
,and is allowed to have T pofleg^> in their, tit- 

moft 
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Inoft .extent.. Whoever, then, acknowledges 
him to be a greaVa .wife, and a'peffe&ly good 
man, muft alfo,' on* his own* principles, allow 
trim that divinity which ht claimed. 

Here, then, is a proof "of the divine autho- 
rity of our Lawgiver, and our Religion, which 
feverjr one may comprehend, and which it will 
not be eafy for any one to withftand. Some 
Pledge that they want leifure, and others that 
they want learning or ability, to inveftigate 
with fufficient care and accuracy, the pro- 
phetic, the miraculous, and the hiftorical evi- 
dences of our faith *. This, indeed, is com- 
monly nothing more than mere pretence. But 
even this pretence is taken away by the argu- 
ment here offered to their confideration. It is 
involved in no difficulty, and requires no labo- 
rious or critical examination, no uncommon 
degree of fagacity or ability to decide upon. 
•Nothing more is requifite than to lay open the 
Bible, and to contemplate the character of our 
Lord, as it is there drawn with the moil per- 
fect fairnefs and honefly by the Evangelifts. 

# The proofs of Chriftianity depend on the laborious in- 
yeftigation of hiftoric evidence, and fpeculative theology. 
tiiftory of the Decline, of the Roman Empire, vol. 3. p. 366. 

X 4 Whoever 
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Whoever can judge of any thing, can judge 
of this ; and we know by experience, that it 
is calculated to carry convidion even into the 
moft unwilling minds. We have feen, that 
-even a Pagan centurion, when he beheld Jefus 
expiring on the crofs, could not forbear crying 
out, (and many others with him) " Truly this 
" was the Son of God." And it is very remark- 
able, that the contemplation of the very (ame 
fcene, as defcribed in the Goipel hiftory, ex- 
torted a fimilar, but ftill ftronger cbnfeflipn of 
Chrift's divine nature, from one of the moft 
eloquent of modern fceptics *, who has never 
been accuied of too much credulity, and who, 
though he could bring himfelf to refift the 
force even of miracles and of prophecies, yet 
was overwhelmed with the evidence arifing 
from the cbaraSter, the conduSl, and the fuf- 
firings ofChrijt* « Where,' * fays he, " is the 
man, where is the philofopher, who can aS, 
fuffer, and die, without weaknefs, and with- 
out oftentation ?" When Plato d?fcribes his 
imaginary juft man, covered with all the op- 
probrium of guilt, yet at the fame time 
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riting the fiiblimeft rewards of virtue, he paints 
precifely every feature in the character of Jefus 
Chrift. The refembknce is fo ftriking, that all 
the fathers have obferved it, and it is impoflible 
to be deceived in it. What prejudice, what 
blindnefs, mull poflefs the mind of that man 
who dares to compare the fon of Sophronifcus 
to the Son of Mary ? What a diftance is there 
between the one and the other ? The death 
of Socrates, philofophizing calmly with his 
friends, is the moft gentle that can be wiflied j 
that of Jefus expiring in torments, infulted, 
derided, and reviled by all the people, the 
moil horrible that can be imagined. Socra- 
tes taking the poifoned cup, bleffes the man 
who prefents it to him ; and who, in the very 
act of prefenting it, melts into tears. Jefus, 
Sn the midft of the moft agonizing tortures, 
prays for his enraged executioners. Yes, if 
the life and death of Socrates are thofe of a 
fage, the life and death of Jefus are thofe of a 
God*." , 

It is not, then, the prejudice (as it has been 
called) of a Chriftian education, it is not the 
jperp dotage of fuperftition, or the mere en* 

• JJmile, v. 3. p, 167, 

thufiafin 
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thuftafm'of pious affedion and gmtitude 
w*trd6 ?>ur Redeetocr, whkh mikes us difcover 

Si 

in his character plain and cJvSdeftt marks of the 
Son of Go j>< They hkve. been difcovered and 
acknowledged by.rnen who: were troubled witfc 
30. fuch religious infirmities ; by: one man who 
was a profeifed Pagan, and by another man 
who, without profefling it, and perhaps with-* 
cut knowing it,. was in fad: little better than a 
Pagan, . Onthe ftrength of tliefe tfeftimonies^ 
then, added to the' proofs which have Seen 
here adduced, we may fafely affume ' it as rf 
principle, that *JeJus is the Jbn^f God* T-ha 
Receflary confequence is, that every thifcg ho 
taught comes to us with the weight and (an c-> 
tjon of divide authority, and deipands 
from every fincefe difciple ofChrift implicit 
Relief, and implicit obedience. We muft not* 
after this,, preterid (as is now too much the 
prevailing mode) to feleft juft what we hap- 

* 

/ pea to like in the Gofpel, and lay afide all the 
reft; to admit, for inftance, the moral and 
preceptive part, and reject all thofe fublkne 
doctrines which are peculiar to the Gofpel, 
find whkh form the wall of partition between 
Chriftianity, and what is tailed natural Reli^ 
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gion, This is illuming, a liberty, and create 
ing a diftin&ion, which no believer in the di- 
vine authority of our : Lor:d,xan on any ground 
juftify. Chrift delivered all his dodirine& in 
(he name of God. He required tfaiat all of 
them, without exception, fhould be received; 
JJ$ has given no man a licence to adopt juft 
as much, or as little of them as. he thinks* fit: 
He has authorized no ope humdn being to add 
^hereto,, on diminiili therefrom, l . 

Let us f then, never prefume thus to new* 
piodel the Goipel, according to our own par^ 
ticular htimpur or caprice, but be content to 
take it as God has thought fit to leave it. Lei 
jis admit, as it is our bounden duty, on the fok 
grdupdof his authority, thofc myfterious truths 
which are far beyond the reach of any finite 
understanding, but which it was natural and 
reafonable to expedt, in k revelation pertaining 
to that incomprehensible Being, € f the High 
?' and Lofty One tjiat iilhabiteth Eternity */' 
f Let us not exerpiie curfelves* in great mat- 
'? ters which are top high for us, but refrain 
" our fouls and keep them low •f-." Laying 
afide all the fuperfiuity and all the pride of 

• Ifaiah lvii. 15. + Pf.cxxxi. \ r 

human 
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human wifdom, " let us hold faft the profef- 
u fion of our faith," without wavering, with- 
out refining, without philosophizing. Let us 
put ourfelves, without delay and without re- 
serve, into the hands of our heavenly Guide, 
And fubmit our judgments, with boundlefs 
confidence, to his direction, who is " the way, 
4€ the truth, and the life *." Since we know 
in whom we believe ; fince it has been this 
day proved by one kind of argument, and 
might be proved by a thoufand others, that he 
is the Son of God ; let us never forget that 
this gives him a right, a divine right, to the 
obedience of our under/landings, as well as to 
the obedience of our wills. Let us, therefore, 
refolutely beat down every bold imagination, 
41 every high thing that exalteth itfelf againft 
4€ the knowledge of God ; bringing into cap- 
44 tivity every thought to the obedience of 
" Chrift, and receiving with meeknefs the 
44 ingrafted word, that is able to fave our 
44 fouls f." 

• John xiv, f, f James i. zi. 
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Psalm xxvii. 16. 

• TARRY THOU THE LORl>'s LEISURE; RE 
STRONG, AND HE SHALL COMFORT* 
THINE HEART } AND PUT THOU THY 
TRUST IN THE LORD. 

THAT this life is not, and was not in* 
tended to be, a ftate of perfect happi- 

* 

nefs, or even of conftant eafe and tranquillity, 

» 

is a truth which no ope will be difpofed to 
controvert. That we are hefet with dangers, 
and expofed to calamities of various N kinds, 
which we can neither forefee nor avert, is 
equally certain. It is a fadt, which, probably, 
moft of thofe who now hear me know too 
well, from their own experience ; and the reft 
will moft afluredly know it, full time enough : 
for there cannot be a weaker or more childifh 

• Preached at St. Paul's on the Thaakfgiving-day, April 23, 
X789. 
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imagination, than to flatter ourfelves with the 
hope of pafling through the world without our 
fhare of thofe calamities, which are infeparablef 
from mortality. Affliction, then,- of one kind 
or other, being unavoidable, it is evidently a 
matter of the very laft importance to every 
human being,, taen quire. carefully what are the 
beft and moft folid fupports and confolations 
under it ; where they are to be found, and how 
to be feciired. Now, the fhorteft and moft ef- 
fectual way of obtaining -fatisfa&ion on thefe 
points is, to apply to men of the beft judg- 
ment, and moft experience in the cafe ; td 
thofe who have themfelves paiTed through the 
greateft variety of "fufferings,. have fought for 
every poffible alleviation of them that could 
be found, and are therefore the beft able tor 
decide on the value and the efficacy of the re- 
medies they have actually tried. If we turri 
our thoughts to men of this defcription, we? 
fhall find few perfons better qualified to give 
us complfcat information on this head, than the 
Royal Author of the text before us. He was 
initiated early in the fchool of adverfity ; and 
though he was afterwards raifed, by the hand 
** of Providence* to a throne, yet, in that exalted 

fituationy 
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fituatibn, he< experienced a long fucceflion of 
the fevereft trials, and the bittereft affii&ions* 
that are incident to human hature,, How much 
he felt on thefe occafions, is fufficiently evident 
from his writings, in whiph h$ gives vent to 
the diftrefs and agony of his foul in the ftrong* 
eft and moft impaffioped* language that grief 
can di&ate. Yet with thefe complaints are 
mingled generally the warmeft expreffions of 
gratitude and thankfulnefs, for the unfpeak- 
able comforts he frequently experienced under 
thefe calamities, and the hopes he entertained, 
not only of being enabled to bear them pa* 
tiently, but of finally triumphing over them* 
From whence, then, were thefe comforts and 
thefe hopes .derived ? This is the.gre^t quef* 
tion ; the .great objeft of our prefent enquiry. 
And the anfwer to it is in few words. They 
were derived fro/n trust in God. Thisk 
was which he declared to be his great refuge 
in diftrefs, his fhield, his rock, his caftle* his 
hottfe of defence, his beft and firmed ftay qn- 
der all his various misfortunes* This holy 
Vjonfideiice is!, indeed, the moft ftriking, and 
prominent feature in his chara&er. It dis- 
covers itfelf in every page of his writings. It 
* ,, ° fometimes 
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fometimes throws a ray of chearfulnefs even 
over his gloomieft moments, and unexpectedly 
turns his heavinefs into joy* " In the Lord 
u put I my truft," fays he, " how fay ye 
" then to my foul, that fhe fhould flee as a 
u bird unto the hill ? The Lord is my refuge, 
u and my God is the ftrength of my confi- 
« dence. In the multitude of the forrows 
€€ that I had in my heart, thy comforts have 
<c refrefhed my foul. They that know thy 
u name will put their truft in thee, for thou, 
44 Lord, haft never foiled them that feek 
t€ thee*/' And again, in the words of the 
text, €€ O tarry thou the Lord's leifure ; be 
" ftrong, and he fhall comfort thine heart ; 
€€ and put thou thy truft in the Lord/' 

This great example, then, is a powerful 
recommendation of that fovereign medicine 
to the affii&ed foul, trust in God, But 
does Chriftianity alfo encourage us to have re- 
courfe to it ? And does it promifc us the fame 
confolation that the Royal Pfalmift derived 
from it ? It promifes to us, that if we faith- 
fully ferve the great Author and Preferver of 

• Ff. XI. I. XClV. 22. IX. 10. 
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OJir being> he will permit nothing to befa! g$ 
but what is 1^00 flk whole beneficial to »s ? 
pnd that " he will make all things work tQr 
€€ gether for good to them that love him *." He 
pxprefsly tells' us, that " whom he loveth, he 
chaftneth, and fcourgeth every fon whom 
he receiveth •f\" AfHi&ions, therefore, far 
from being any marks of God's difpleafure^ 
are proofs of his kindnefs to us* They are 
fatherly corrections, they are friendly admq- 
nitions, they are falutary, though unpalatable 
jiiedicine§. They aye, in fhort, inftruments 
in the hands of our JVtor, to improve our 
minds, to reftify our failings, to detach us 
from the prefent fcene ? to fix otir afFe&ions on 
things above, and thus form in us that humble 
and devout temper of mind^ and unblemifhed 
fan&ity of life, which are necpflary to qualify 
ys for the great purpofe of our creation, the 
attainment of everlafting happinefs in another 
and a better world. 

Thefe confideratipns are a folid ground for 
that firm trust in the wifdom and the gopd- 
pefs of God, which will be fufficient to. fup- 
port us, even when his hand lies hcavi^ft upoa 

* Rom. viii. 2$. f Heb. xii. 6. 
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/ ►- 



2?t SB RMO N XV 9 

us. And we know, in fad, that it has flip* 
ported the greateft and the beft of men under 
$he fevereft preffure of aiHi&ion.' 

* t 

But great as this confolation is, our divine 
Religion has greater ftill in (tore for us. W§ 
gre encouraged to hope not only fpr comfort 
And afliftance jW*r affli&ioq, but fpmetimes 
alfo for relief, and even deliverance out of it, 
We are pomjnanded <* to be careful for no- 
* € thing; but in every thing by prayer and 
u fupplicatjon to make pur requefts kjiowij 
u unto God, We are afiured, that the cf- 
*' fe&ual fervent prayer of a righteous man 
" availeth much ; that the eyes of the LoriJ 
" are oyer the righteous, and his ears are open 
u to their prayer j that godlinefs is profitable 
" unto all things, haying the promife of the 
" life that now is, and of that yvhich is to 
*' come { and that if we feek firft the kingdom* 

of God, and his righteoufpefs, alj ofher 

things lhall be added tp us *." 

3ut how, fays the difputer of this world ? 
can thefe things be ? How is it poflible that 
God (hpuld thus interpofe in behalf of indi- 
viduals, or eyen of nations, without either in? 

• PhH. iv. .$. tames v. 16. 1 Pet, iii. 12. 1 Tim. iv. ?, 
Matth. vi. 3^. 
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tcrruptirtg the courfe of nature, or over-ruling 
the free agency of his rational creatures ? Ad- 
mitting, for a moment, this fuppofed diffi- 
culty; who fhall prefume to fay, that the 
jjreat Governor of the Univerfe may not, if he 
fees fit, fufpend, or alter, for an inftant, thofe 
general laws, which he has himfelf eftablifh- 
cd ? Who will venture to affirm, that on great 
and momentous occafions, which involve the 
fete, not only of the greateft perfons, but of the 
greateft empires upon earth, he may not, even 
fey extraordinary means, bring about fuch 
events, as he fees requisite for the general 
good? 

But thefefuppofitions are unneceffary. There 
are, undoubtedly, a thoufand ways in which 
the Supreme Lord of all may, without the 
leaft violation of the ordinary courfe of nature, 
give a new turn to human affairs, and produce, 
unexpectedly, the mod difaftrous or moft be- 
neficial effefts. He can render the moft re- 
gular operations of the material world, and the 
freeft adions of his creatures, fubfervient to 
his will ; and by the inftrumentality of fecond 
caufes, can accomplifh every purpofe of his 
wife and righteous government. He can, for 

Y z inftance, 
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inftance, at particular periods, raife up perfoni 
with difpofitions and talents peculiarly adapted 
to the execution of his defigns. He can place 
them in circumftances and fituations, an^ prc- 
fent to their minds objects and incitements 
calculated to promote the gracious ends he has 
in view. He can fo difpofe, adjuft, and com- 
bine the common occurrences of life, as to 
draw from them whatever confequences he 
thinks fit \ and (as almoft every day's expe- 
rience may convince us) he can, by incidents 
the moil trivial, and apparently the moil for- 
tuitous, give birth to the moft important 
changes and revolutions on the -great theatre 
pf the world. 

That by thef$ and various other meant 
(utterly beyond the reach of our conceptions) 
he both may, and will, whenever he fees it 
expedient, interrpofe in the concerns of men; 
and that he will more particularly fometimes 
refcue his faithful fervants from impending 
xnifery and ruin, is fo far from being incredible, 
or even improbable, that it would be injurious 
to the honour and dignity of his government, 
it would be repugnant to all our ideas of his 
moral attributes, and even to the cleared piin* 

, ciples 
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ciples of reafon and found philofophy, to fup~ 
pofe the contrary. 

It would be prepofterous to maintain, that 
he has fo entirely given up the reins of go- 
vernment out of his hands, fo irrevocably 
bound himfelf by fixt and immutable laws 
and ordinances, that he can never, in any cir- 
cumftances, or on any emergency, (how him- 
felf plainly to be the Sovereign Ruler of the 
World. That he fhould thus manifeft him- 
felf at proper intervals to the fons of men, not 
only to proteft the good, but to awaken the 
thoughtlefs from that forgetfulnefs of him, 
into which they are but too apt to fall, feemi 
highly requifite, and worthy of him who is the 
great Lord of the Univerfe. All ages, and 
all nations, have concurred in believing fuch 
interpofitions of the Almighty, and have ap- 
plied to him on that belief; and Revelation 
places the dodrine beyond all controveriy. 

And, thanks be to God, thefe conclufions 
cf reafon, and thefe promises of Scripture, 
have been happily confirmed to us by our own 
repeated experience. There is not a nation 
upon earth, that has been favoured with z 
greater dumber of providential deliverances 

Y l thajj 
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than our own ; and there are none of theie 
that are imprefied with plainer and more une- 
quivocal marks of a divine interpofition, than 
that, which is now the fubjedt of our thanks- 
givings to Heaven. Incredulity itfelf has been 
compelled to own, that the hand of God has 
been vifible on the prefent occafion ; nor is 
the joy of the nation more univcrfal, than its 
belief of that great and important truth. But 
above all, the heart of our Sovereign is 
deeply imprefled with this convi&ion, that 
in god was his kelp * and that, to his pe- 
culiar bleffings on the means ufed for his re- 
covery* that recovery is to be afcribed* 
Throughout the whole of his iSbvere trial, his 
trust in God- never forfook him: and be- 
fore that God he now appears m this holy and 
venerable ftru&ure, fur rounded with his faith- 
ful and affectionate fubj efts, to offer up> in the 
moid public manner, and with a ferioufhefs and 
a folemnity fuked to the occafion, his praifes 
and thankigivings for thofe fignal mercies,, 
rwhich have been fo recently vouchfafed to 
him, and through him to this whole kingdom. 
A fpe&acle more ftriking, more aweful, more 
dignified, more interesting, mpre edifyiqg, has 

fcatc^ 
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fedfcg ever been jjrefented to the obfef vation 
bjf mankind; I know not whether we are to ex- 
cept even that celebrated one recorded hi thd 
firft book of Kings* where a great and a pious 
taionarch,in the prefence of his whole kingdom* 
fy-oftrated himfelf before that magnificent edi-* 
fice> which he had jiift erected to the honour 
of his Maker* and then spreading forth hid 
hands towards Heaven, poured out the devout 
(emotions of his foul* in that inimitable pfayef 
delivered down to tls in the facred writings ** 
This* it muft be confeffed* Was a fcene moft 
feminehtly calculated to raife the foul towards 
Heaven j to fill it with the fublimeft concep* 
tions of the Deity, and to imprefs it with the 
livelieft fentimtnts of veneration, piety, devo-> 
tion> and gratitude, And furely effects of a 
fimilar nature, and little inferior in degree, may 
be expfe&ed from the prefent aweful folem* 
nityv For though the two occafions are, it 
tniift be own^d* m fome refpe&s diffimilar j 
though We ate not now met to dedicate a 
Temple to God; yet we are met* I truft, for 
a dill nobler dedication* for the dedication of a 
whole people* With their sovereign at 

♦ I Kingi viiL %%, 
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their head, to their Almighty Prote&or, th£tf 
common Benefa&or and Deliverer; for thef j 
dedication of ottrfelves, otfr fouls and bodied, 
throughout the whole Courfeof our future lives, 
to his worfliip, his fefviCe^ his laws, and his 
religion. Nothing lefs than this can be any 
adequate return to ouf heavenly Father*, for 
raifing up our beloved Sovereign from the bed 
of ficknefs, and preferving to us, in his perfort, 
every thing that is dear and valuable to us, as 
Men, as Britons, and as Chriftians. For how 
is it poffible, on fuch an occafion as the pre-* 
fent, not to remember, or not to acknowledge, 
the many other invaluable bleflings we poffefs, 
as well as that which completes and confirms? 
them all, that which we this day commemo- 
rate ? Are we not as a people bleft beyond 
example, and almoft beyond belief? Do we 
not enjoy the pureft mode of worfhip, the belt 
conftituted form of government, the moft equal 
laws, the moft able and moft upright admini- 
ftration of juftice ? Are we not perfe&ly fe- 
cure in our perfons, our properties, our civil 
and religious liberties? Are not our manu- 
factures flourishing, our population encreafing, 
our public burdens gradually leffening, our 
i agriculture 



S fe R'k 6 N XV. §!»$ 

Agriculture highly improved, our commerce 
fcoundlefs? Afe nbt the marks of peace, df 
comfort, of cheatfulnefs, of affluence, vifible oil 
fcvery fide ; and are not our crfedit, and repu* 
tation abroad, commenfurate to our profpe* 
tity and ha^pinefs at home ? 

If this be a true pidture 6£ Oilr fitiiatiori, 
how can we ever exprefs, as we ought, our 
thankfulnefs to the gracious Author of all thefe 
faercies ? It is not the obfervance, it is not the 
demotion, however ardent, of a fingle day, that 
tan be a fufficient evidence of our gratitude* 
Th6 ofily fure and certain proof of our fince- 
f ity, is the reformation of our hearts, and the 
future holinefs of our lives. This is a lan- 
guage which cannot be miftaken; a language, 
which fpeaks to the fenfes of mankind, and is 
fure of being heard and accepted at the 
Throne of Grace, In the exterior adts of 
Worfhip, our hearts may not always accom- 
pany our lips. We may be lukewarm, inat- 
tentive, or infincere. But he, who from a 
principle of gratitude to Heaven, renounces 
thofe favourite fins, which moft eafity befet 
him, and devotes himfelf to the fervicc of hi$ 
Maker, can never be fufpe&ed of pretended 

ian&ity 
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fan&ity or hypocritical devotion* Here, digrt* 
ftt this folemn hour* and in this facred place* 
when wti art offering up our thankfgivings td 
God* let us, at the fame time, faerifice, at the 
foot of his altar* our vices, our follies* our paf- 
fionate fondnefs for diverfions, our exceffivct 
attachments to any purfuits that tend to draw 
off our affections from Heaven arid heavenly 
things : and more efpecially our frequent, our 
growing profanations of that facred day which 
our Maker claims as his own ; which is thd 
great fecurity and bulwark of our Religion j 
the great barrier againft the inroad of fecu- 
larity and diffipation j which ought never td 
be debafed by unbecoming levities, by worldly 
occupations, by dangerous amufements* by any 
thing, in fhort, that tends to defecraU thef 
Chriftian Sabbath, to obliterate that mark of 

I'M 

difcrimination, which divine authority, and 
primitive ufage, have flamped upon it, and tQ 
link it into the common mafs of unhallowed 
days. It is a feftival, we own, it is a moil 
joyful feftival j but it is a religious one too* 
and it fhould be obferved, not with intempe- 
rate gaiety, nor yet with a gloomy and auftere 
{uperftition, but with that rational piety, that 

decent 
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decent, modeft, chaftifed, and fol?er cheaiful- 
nefs, which fo well becomes the chara&cr of 
the day ; and which (with fome. exceptions) 
has, in fad ufually diftinguifhed . it in this 
ftingdom. It is a diftin&ion which does ho- 
nour to us as a people. It is what few other 
Chriftian countries can boaft. It is altogether 
worthy of the firft Proteftant Church in Eu-? 
rope ; and no reafoning, no ridicule, no falie 
ambition to imitate the freer manners of our 
neighbours on the continent, fhould eyer in- 
duce us to give it up. 

. But, at the fame time, let not external ob- 
fervances conftitute the whole of our Religion* 
let us be Chriftians, not in name and appear-* 
ance only, but in deed and in truth; and* 
above all, let us cultivate that heavenly fpirit 
of meeknefs, gentlenefs, forbearance, candour, 
equity and charity, which is the diftinguifhing 
,chara6ter of the Gofpe], and which ought to 
mark diftin&ly every part of our condud, 
both public and private. Let it inftantly ba- 
nish from our hearts " all bitternefs, an4 
wrath, and clamour, and anger, and evUr 
fpeaking, with all malice/' and let us be r 
come, what we hare every reafon upon earth 
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Co become, a contented, a thankful, a united, 
a vfrtuous, a religious people. Let this place 
be the grave of every unchriftian fentiment 
and paffion ; let this day be the ara of general 
harmony and concord. We have met here in 
joy ; let us depart ill peace. Let Us, both as 
individuals and. as members of the comrtiunitjf 
(for the precept applies to us in both capacities) 
be " kind and tender-hearted one towards 
u another," watchful over ou.felves, refpe&fuf 
and dutiful to all our lawful fuperiors, grateful 
and obedient to God. 

If thefe be our refolutions refpefting our 
future condudt, we may then fafely apply to 
ourfelves that fublime benediction with which 
Solomon difmifled the people, when the great 
bufinefs of th: dedication was clofed. 4€ May 
u the Lord our God be with us, as he was with 
4i our fathers ; let him not leave us or forfake 
€c us. That he may incline our hearts unto 
u him, to walk in all his ways> and to keep. 
*' his commandments, and his ftatutes, and 
* € his judgments, which he commanded our 
u fathers. And let thefe my words, where- 
u with I have made fupplication before the 

* Lordj be nigh uato the Lord our God, day 
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« and night, that he may maintain the caufe 
*' of his fei vant, and the caufe of his people^ 
*' at all tines, as the matter (hall require, 
* c That all the people of the earth may know 
* c that the Lord is God, and that; there is 
€t none elfe. Let your heart therefore be 
« perfect with the Lord our God, to walk in 
" his ft a tires, and to keep his commandments 
* as at this day *." l/ 

• 1 Kings viiu 57. 
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JESUS ANSWERED ANP SAID UNTO HER, 
MARTHA, MARTHA, T#OU ART CARE* 
FUL AND TROUBLED ABOUT MANY 
THINGS, BUT ONE THING IS NEEDFUL; 
AND MARY HATH CHOSEN THAT GOOD 
PART VFJCH SHALL NOT 95 TAKEN 
AWAY FROM HER. 

WE are now once more arrived at thfe 
commencement of that feafon*, which 
the Church of England has fet apart for the 
purpofe of enquiring into the ftate of our 
account witk God, of reviewing our paft and 
prefent way of thinking and a&ing with a 
critical and fearching eye ; of looking well jf 
£here be any way of wickednefs in us, of turn- 

* » 

♦ Lent* 
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ing from it if there be, of confefling and h? 
jnenting our difobedience and ingratitude tq 
pur heavenly Father* of imploring Tiis pardon, 
of entreating the afiiftance of his holy fpirit, 
and under his guidance forming the mod fe- 
riou§ refolutions to correct and amend, with* 
put delay, whatever we find amifs in our tem- 
per, principles, and cpndudt. . This is the true. 
fpirit and meanipg of the religious folemnity 
of this day*, and the holy feafon which fol- 
lows it ; this is the fubftance and the eflence 
of what is called in Scripture language, and in 
the epiftle we have juft heard, €€ turning to 
u the Lord with weeping, fading, and mourn- 
€€ ing^' A n( * w hat is there in all this, but 
that fort of folicitude concerning our Spiritual 
condition, and our future profpe&s, which 

every man of cQmmon fenfe, if he thinks them 

• ♦ 

worth his notice, muft fee to be not only 
highly reafonable, but indifpenfably neceflary.* 
Is there a man who has any important end 
in view for the advancement of his, fame, h|s, 
fortune, his rank or confequence in life, who 
does not frequently think and refleft upon it, 

: who does not give up a large fliare of his 

» • ■ • > « « •.* • 

* Aft Wednefday. 

time 



SERMOR XVL §37 

time and attention to it, who does not often 
fhut himfelf up in his clofet to confider whe- 
ther he is in the right road to it, whether he 
is taking the moft efficacious means to accom- 
plish his end ? We all know that this* and 
much more than this, is, and muft be done, ia 
fuch cafes. And yet, in a cafe of infinitely 
greater moment, we conceive all this care and 
attention to be perfectly needlefs. We ex- 
pert to go to Heaven without £o much a* 
giving ourfelves the trouble to enquire, at 
proper intervals, whether we poflefs the qua- 
lifications required of all who are allowed to 
enter there; whether the.courfe of adtion We 
are purfuing will lead lis to the point we pft>- 
fefs to have in view. The church calls upon 
us to give up a few hours at ftated times, for 
a few weeks, to thofe great objedts which 
we all acknowledge to be the moft important 
that can engage the attention of a human 
being* But the world calls us another way ; 
it calls us a thoufand different ways; and 
which call is it that we obey ? Lbok around 
and fee what it is that now occupies, and is 
likely to occupy, for the next fix weeks, the 
greater part of the inhabitants of this gay and 
Vol. II, Z diffipated 
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diffipated metropolis. Is it retirement, is it 
prayer, is it felf-examination, is it repentance, 
is it proftration and humiliation of their fouls 
before God ? It is almofl prepoflerous to affc 
the queftion. Some, it is true, there are, and* 
.1 truft, not a few, that have not yet bowed the 
knee to Baal $ who have not yet fallen down 
before thofe idols of fin, of pleafure, of intereft, 
of ambition, which the world has fet up to 
worfhip; who love God with all their heart, 
and foul, and mind, and ftrength ; who dedi- 
cate not only this day and this feafon, but a 
large proportion of every day to his fervice, 
and pay an uniform and conftant obedience to 
his commands. But great numbers, it cannot 
be denied, (would to God it could) purfue a 
very different courfe, and think it meannefs to 
adore the God that made them. Far from 
rending either their hearts or their garments 
on fuch occaiions as the prefent, they. treat, 
with fovereign contempt, every ordinance of 
the church to which they belong; and this, 
above all others* they affedt not only to defpife, 
bat to deteft. They cannot bear, it feems, 
they fhudder at the very thought, they cannot 
bear to draw down imprecations, fuch as the 

fervice 
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ietvice of this day contains, on themfelves and 
their neighbours, and to pronounce their owri 
condemnation with their own mouths; Ab*. 
furd and thoughtlefs men! Do they, then, 
imagine* that if thefe imprecations are not 
fendtioned by their' own lips, they will be of 
no avail ? From whom do they originally pfo^ 
teed? From God himfelf. They are the 
terrors, not of many but of the Ldrd. And do 

7 

the threatnings of God want the confirmation 
of man* before they can take efFedl? Will not 
the unmerciful, the drunkard, the extortioner, 
the fornicator, the adulterer, the mufderer* 
the curfer of his father and his mother* will 
not thefe, and all the reft of the black cata^ 
logue of finners enumerated this day, fecciVd 
their due punifhment hereafter* if you are only 
fo tender-hearted, and fo indulgent, aS not to 
pronounce their fentence here? Alas! that 
fentence Is already pronounced by their Al- 
mighty Judge; It is recorded in the books of 
Heaven; and though every tongue on earth 
were filent, nay, though every tongue fhould 
join in glofling over, and even juftifying kl\ Ht 
any of thefe crimes, that fentence wilt^affuted-* 
ly be pronounced on all impenitent offenders* 

Z 2 Deceive 
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Deceive not, then, yourfelves with any foch 
vain imagination, as if any thing you could fay, 
or forbear to fay, would alter one iota in the 
judicial decrees of the Almighty Sovereign of 
the univerfe. There is, indeed, one thing 
that can change {hem. But that depends 
not on you, but on the (inner himfelf. It de- 
pends not on what he fays, but ton what he 
does. " When the wicked man turneth away 
" from his wickednefs that he hath commit- 
" ted, and doeth that which is lawful and 
* right, he (hall fave his foul alive*." This 
is the only way of averting thofe dreadful 
maledictions you have this day heard de- 
nounced; and it is to bring men to this way, 
to ftamp upon their fouls a ftrong convidtion 
of the danger of fin, and the neceffity of a 
ipeedy repentance, that our church has thought 
fit to make ufe of fuch ftrong and impreffivc 
terms* It does. not, it muft be owned, pro- 
phecy fmooth things. It does not, in a mor- 
tal difeafe, deceive and flatter the patient with 
foft and foothing palliatives. It tells him 
what, in his condition, it is highly fitting he 
ihould know, the plain truth in plain words. 

* Ezek. xviii. 27. 

it 



SERMON XVL 541 

It fele&s, out of Scripture itfelf, the moft 
awakening admonitions which that facred 
book contains. It makes ufe of that infpired 
language which is quick and powerful, and 
lharpef than a two-edged fword, which probes 
our wounds to. the bottom, and reaches the 
moft fecret maladies of the hear*. In fa&, 
almoft the whole of the fervice of this day, 
which has been (b often, and fo unjuflly cen- 
fured, is exprefled in the very words of Scrip- 
ture; and whoever thinks fit either to condemn 
or to ridicule it, is not condemning the Engliih 
liturgy, but the word of God. 

Bu< I am, perhaps, taking up too much of 
your time in combating this pretended ob- 
jection to the forms of the day. The real 
objection, I apprehend, does not lie here. It 
lies much deeper. When fo much pains are 
taken to find fault with words and phrafes 
taken from holy writ, it creates a ftrong fuf- 
picion, that all is not as it fhould be in ano- 
ther place. Let us confefs the truth. The 
fault is not in our Common Prayer-books, but 
in our hearts. "My brethren, if our hearts 
<€ condemn us not, then have we confidence 

Z 3 " towards 
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'* towards God*:" then (hall we have cob* 
ftdence to look his terrors fteadily in the face, 
pnd to joir:, without fear, in the ftrongeft de- 
nunciations againfi fin that the church can 
prefcribe to us, But if our hearts condemn 
lis, if they reproach us with habitually in*? 
bulging irregular defires of wealth, of pleafure, 
or of power, with qegle&ing or infulting our 
Maker, and trampling under fopt his moft 
facred l^ws, no wonder that our lips tremble, 
and our fouls fink within us, while we repeat 
his awful judgments againil fuch offences, 
The true way, then, to remove all obftacles 
to a proper intercourfe between God and us 
at this time, and at all times, is to pluck up 
from our hearts thofe evil habits, and criminal 
paffions, that bar up our accefs to the thronq 
of grace. The chief impediments to this in- 
tercourfe are vice, pleafure, and bufinefs. The 
twp firft of thefe I have confidered in fom$ 
former difcourfes from this place *f\ The 
Jaft will be the fubjedt of what I have now t$ 
offer to your confideration. 

• I John iii. 21. 

+ See the Sermon on the Love of Pleafure In ^he firil roKime^ 
and Sermon xiii. in this. 

With 
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With this view J have chofen the hiftory of 
the two fitters Martha and Mary; a hiftory 
with which you are all fo perfe&ly well acquaint- 
ed, that it is needlefs to recite the particulars of 
it. Martha, we know, was fo overwhelmed 
with family cares and embarraffments, fo im- 
moderately anxious to provide an entertainment 
worthy of her illuftrious gueft, fo cumbered, as 
our verfion very energetically expreffes it, 
with much ferving, that, like many others en- 
gaged in the buftle of a&ive life, (he con-, 
ceived the bufinefs fhe was employed in t0 be 
the moft important of all hurhan concerns. , 
She fancied that every thing elfe ought to give 
way to it, and that her filler Mary was moft 
miferably wafting her time by fitting at the 
feet of Jefus, and liftening to his heavenly con- 
verfation. How aftonifhed, then, and mor- 
tified muft fhe be, when, on calling out for 
her fifter to help her, fhe received from our 
Lord that well-knowp reproof, mingled, how- 
ever, with the moft afFeftionate and falutary 
advice to her, and to all thofe that happen to 
entertain fimilar fentiments, and to be in fimi- 
lar circumftances, with herfelf. " Martha, 
« Martha, thou art careful and troubled about 
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many things, but one thing is needful; and 

Mary hath chofen that good part, which 
'* {hall not be taken away from her/' 

The one thing needful, then, we fee, is an 
earned defire of fpiritual inftrudtion and fpi- 
ritual improvement, or, in other words, a fe- 
rious and conftant regard to our everlafting 
welfare. 

Bm how few are there, in comparifon, who 
uniformly adt on thefe principles; and what 
piultitudes, on the contrary, are there who 
are fo completely entangled in the various oc- 
cupations of a bufy and a tumultuous life, 
that they are, like Martha, much more dif* 
pofcd to cry out for help in their worldly em- 
ployments, than to take away any part of their 
attention from them to beftow on the concerns 
of another life, 

That the purfuits thefe people are engaged 
in may be both important and neceflary, I 
mean not to controvert or denyj but the 
- queftion, then, is, which is moji important and 
moji neceflary, the bufinefs of this life, or the 
bufinefs of the next. If our temporal and 
fpiritual interefts happen to interfere, we are 
not, I think, any where commanded to give 

the 
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the preference to our worldly concerns. It 
may be faid, perhaps, that it would be very 
ridiculous to fit ftill, and leave our temporal 
_ affairs to Providence, expecting that God 
fhould feed and clothe us, as he feeds the 
. fowls of the air, and clothes the lilies of the 
field. But it would, I am fure, be more ridi- 
culous, and much more dangerous, to leave our 
fpiritual welfare to God, that we might, in the 
mean while, carry on our worldly bufinefs 
without interruption. We have abundantly 
more reafon to hope, that life may be fup- 
ported without inceffant toil and drudgery, 
than that we fhould arrive at Heaven without 
fetting one foot forwards ourfelves in the way 
that leads to it. We are told by Chrift him- 
felf, that if we feek firft the kingdom of God, 
and his righteoufnefs, all thofe things (that are 
really neceffary) fhall be added unto us.* But 
we are no where told, that if we feek firft the 
things of this world, the kingdom of God, and 
all its immortal glories, fhall be throWn into 
our hands, without any efforts on our part to 
obtain them. Eternal life, and endlefs felicity, 
arc not things of fuch very fmall confequence, 

• Matth. vi. 33. 

as 



346^ SERMON XVL 

as* to be given* us gratuitoufly over and above 
what we can acquirer in this world, by beftow- 
ing our. whole attention upon it. 
/Let it be remembered, too, when we are 
comparing this life and the next, that in pur- 
fuit of our prefent interefts, be our induftry 
ever . fb great, we may chance to fail of fuc- 
cefs. . .The moil indefatigable worldling that 
ever lived, may, after all his drudgery, be dis- 
appointed of his aim % may, by .a tjioufand ac- 
cidents not in his power toforefee, or prevent, 
be deprived of .the fruits of his labours, or 
rendered incapable of enjoying -them. And 
when he has loft this world, he has loft every 
thing. He has no - fhare or inheritance in 
the next. He has. taken no pains concerning 
it, and can therefore expeft nothing from it. 
He can draw from it , no fupport or confola-. 
tiori under the lofs^he has fuftained. Whereas 
the truly devout and religious man has no rea- 
fon to be in any pain about his temporal af- 
fairs.. If they fucceed, it is very well; it is fo 
much clear gains : he has only given them a 
fecond place in his thoughts; he. has loft no-, 
thing for the fake of them ; his condition, in 
this life, is fo mi|ch the better ; his profpe&s 

hereafter 
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Ijereafter not at all the worfe. If his views he;re 
^re fruftrated, he has fomething to comfort 
}jim ; he has fecured a happinefs in reverfion* 
\vhich cannot be taken away from him j, he is 
not afraid of any evil tidings, for his heart 
{landeth faft and believeth in the Lord. Nay,- 
even fuppofing the very worft that can hap-* 
pen ; fuppofing he fhould, by his attention to 
Religion, be reduced to the moft deplorablo N 
condition that can befal mortality, fo as that 
the body fhould perifh, whilft he is confuting 
the health of his foul; the only confequence 
pf this Ifift and moft grievous calamity would 
t>e, to put him in immediate pofTeffion of that 
treafure, which he had been fo iqduftrioufly 
Jaying up in Heaven* But if the man of bu- 
finefs, on the contrary, whilft he is heaping 
together the good things pf this world, fhould 
feceive his final fummons to another, it then ' 
behoves him to copfider nqt only " whofe 
" thofe things fhall be which he has provid- 
'* ed," jktt what the lot of his foul fhall bq 
for whii^h nothing is provided. It is a fe- 
j:iou$, it is an alarming confideration, to be 
{ummoned unexpectedly to anfwer for his 
CQndu& ? withput having onge examined it; to 

enter 
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enter upon a ftate of eternity, without the Icaft 
preparation made for it. Yet fuch is but too 
often the cafe of that infatuated man, who (as 
it is cxprefled in the parable) layeth up trea- 
fore for himfelf, and is not rich towards God; 
who, in the foolifli fecurity of his heart, fays 
to. his foul, " Soul, thou haft much goods laid 
* up for many years, take thine eafe, eat, 
" drink, and be merry." But in the very midft 
of this his fenfelefs confidence, and vifionary 
plant of future happinefs, he is fnatched away 
with that defer ved and dreadful taunt, (the 
prelude only of fomething (till more dreadful) 
" thou fool, this night fhall thy foul be re* 
" quired of thee *." 

If, then, either our temporal or fpiritual in- 
tercfts muft be entirely neglected for the fake 
of advancing the other, there can be no doubt 
which ought to give place. But the truth is, 
they are both perfectly confiftent,- and may, 
with the utmoft eafe, be carried on very ami- 
cably together. The Scripture no where for- 
bids us to make a comfortable provifion for 
ourfelves, our families, and our friends ; on the 
contrary, it enjoins it. What it condemns, 

* LuktxiL 20. 

is 
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is only fuch an intemperate purfuit of worldly 
things, as is deftru&ive of all Religion, and 
not fuch a prudent and moderate regard to 
them as the calls of nature, of ju ft ice, and of 
humanity, demand. Thefe calls muft be pro- 
perly attended to, thefe duties muft be fulfilled, 
to render us capable of any others ; and all th* 
Gofpel requires is, that they fhould be made 
fubfervient to our everlafting happinefo 

It is true, that fome men muft neceflarily, 
from their indigence in private, or their ele- 
vation, in public life, be more involved in care* 
than the reft of the world. But ftill we may, 
in the bufieft fcenes, find certain breaks and 
intervals, or if we do not jind, we ought to 
snake them, which eagerly feized, and properly 
applied, will, through the merits of our Re- 
deemer, make our final calling and election 
fure. 

Some of the moft eflential duties of Reli- 
gion confume no time at all. To keep our- 
felves unfpotted from the world, to abftatn 
from intemperance and fenfuality, from falfe- 
hood and detraction, to do no injury to our 
neighbour, to fupprefs all anger, maKce, and 
revenge, does not, in any degree, interfere 

With 
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With our ufual occupations. We may dd £ 
kind adtion juft as eafily and expeditioufly as 

■ 

we can do a cruel one $ nay , generally, with 
infinitely lefs pain and trouble to ourfelves } 
and, by a charitable donation judicioufly be- 
ftowed, we may make a fellow-creature happy 
in an inftant, without the leaft interruption to 
bufinefs* By fele&ing the beft and vvorthieft 
men for the management of our concerns, we 
may give countenance to virtue, and fix a 
brand upon vice. By renouncing all the fe- 
cret craft of the world, and all the finifter, 
though not unufual, methods of accumulating 
wealth, we may give, the jftrongeft proofs of 
our integrity. By, contenting ouffelves with 
the reafonable emoluments of our profeffions^ 
and our employments, we may make our mo- 
deration known unto all men* By refufing to 
take advantage of public fcarcity and diftrefs, 
and difdaining to raife ourfelves on the ruin 
of our fellow- creatures, we may difplay to the 
whole. world a generous and difinterefted love 
of our country. We may, in fhort, by £ 
thoufand inftances of this kind, "make to our- 
" felves friends of the Mammon ofunrighte- 
u oufnefs," and whether we eat,, or drink, of 

work, 
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work, or whatever we doi may do it all in fuch 
a manner as to promote the glory of God> 
and the falvation of our own fouls. 

Then, as to the pofitive duties of Religion, 
and the offices of piety and devotion, we can 
all of us fpare one day in feven, at leaft, for 
the .performance of them. By this we lofe no 
ground in the race for riches and honours, be«- 
caufe moft of our competitors lofe equally; 
and they who fpend it in idlenefs and de- 
bauchery lofe more. We can all of us fnatch 
a little time at morning, and at evening, and 
at noon-day, for converting with our Maker 
and ourfelves. We can all of us, in the vsry 
midft of our hurry, fend up a fhort prayer, 
or a iilent ejaculation to the throne of grace; 
whilft our hands are employed, our hearts may 
be with God; whilft our converfation is on 
earth, our thoughts and affections may be in 
Heaven. No man, in ihqrt, can poffibly, ex- 
cept, by his own fault, be fo circijmflanced as 
to want the time that is indifpenfably ne~ 
ceflary for working out his falvation. In 
cafes of neceffity, we muft do what we can> 
when we cannot do all, we wifh* We are 
ibmetinjes obliged to give up to.buiiaef$,f|art 

• * """* of 
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of the time allotted for the refrefhment of our 
bodies ; but ftill we take care to give them 
what is abfolutely neceflary for their fupport. 
In the fame manner, though we cannot al- 
ways indulge ourfelves in long and regular 
exercifes of piety and devotion, yet fhould wc 
never fail to feed and keep alive, at leaft, our . 
fenfe of Religion by occafional fupplies of 
ipiritual nourifhment. Such transient refrefh- 
ments are often the fweeteft, becaufe we come 
to them with an appetite, and more will be 
fometimes done in them by men of quicknefs 
and difpatch, than in whole years languifli- 
ed out by the monaftic drone in folitude and 
indolence. 

But inftead of making ufe of every oppor- 
tunity that offers; inftead of conforming to 
thofe occafional feafons of retirement which 
the church has thrown in their way, men of 
bufinefs are apt to deceive themfelves with 
refolutions of retreating fome time or other 
from the world, in order to give themfelves up 
to God and Religion without interruption. 
Under this perfuafion they poftpone the fettle- 
ment of their accounts with Heaven, till the 
wifhed-for time arrives, when they fhall have 

nothing 
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ttdttiirig elfe to engage their thoughts. This 
is an error fo Very common, even to men of 
the beft fenfe and the beft intentions* that it • 
well deferves a moment's confideration, be- 
fore we difmifs this fubjeft* 

And yet, it is very furprifing, that fo many 
fhould fall into this fnare, when every one 
may fee, from daily experience, that thefe re- 
folutions are fcarce ever effe&ually carried into 
execution; And, indeed, how can it be ex- 
pected ? It is the very nature of worldly 
purfuits to draw us on infenfibly from one 
thing to another, contrary to our conviction* 
tod even fometimes contrary to our inclina- 
tion. 

The ambitibiis man reaches what he thinks 
tile fummit of his wifhes ; but this fummit, 
when gained, he finds will ferve as a ftep to 
fome higher pointj which makes his prefent 
fituation feeiii little in his eyes. As he rifes 
higher* he fees clearer and further ; he con-, 
demns his firft contracted views, aridenlarges 
his defires as his profpeCts open. It is the 
fame in the accumulation of wealth, as in the 
acquifition of powef . There is always a eer-» 
tain fum we wifh to compafs, a certain defigri 
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we wifli to accomplifh. That defign is aC-i 
cotfiplifhed, but our wifhes are not completed* 
By thus having our eyes conftantly fixed on 
fome diftant objedt, they are perpetually taken 
tfff from ourfelves, and we never want a reafon 
for negledting our duty, till it becomes too 
late to think of it. 

Let me not, however, be underftood as 
meaning by this to difcourage in men of the 
world a real defire of breaking away from the 
incumbrance of bufinefs, and dedicating them- 
felves in earned to the fervice of God and the 
duties of Religion. I mean only to caution 
them againft delufiye and abortive projects 
of this nature ; againft trufting all their hopes 
of future acceptance to diftant and vifionary 
plans of retirement, and, in the mean time, 
living without God in the world.. This is a 
rifque to which no wife man ought to expofe 
his moil important interefts. But if you 
fincerely wiih to difengage yourfelf, at a con- 
venient opportunity, from the cares and toils 
of a laborious occupation, think a little of the 
fhortnefs and uncertainty of life, and the dan- 
ger of long procraftination. Let. the period 
pf your retreat be fixed in due time, and refo- 

lutely 
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lutely bbfervedj and let it not be delayed from 
day to day till your health, and fpirits, and 
vigour of mind and body, are gone ; and all 
tafte and relifli for fefious reflections, and 
heavenly meditations; are atterly etftinguifh- 
ed in your breaft. To prevent this, you 
muft give . up the w6rld> before the world 
gives up you ; you muft be detifive and im* 
moveable in the plan ydii have formed, ari^ 
the time you havd marked out for its execu^ 
tionj and^ in the mean whiles in the very 
midft of your bufinefs; you muft preferve fome 
intercourfc with your Makeri " fome com- 
u munion with your own heart/' You niuft 
feize with eagernefsj and ertipldy with alacrity* 
the few moments you have to fpare from bu* 
finefs, in cultivating devout fentiments and 
virtuous habits; and fowing filently arid im- 
pdfceptibly, in your foul; the feeds of eternal 
life* You will then be prepared for 4 the true 
enjoyment of a riiligidua retreat; you will 
feel nothing of that vacancy arid languor, thalt 
difappointmcnt and regret^ which retirement 
frequently produces irt minds long debafed by 
low cares and fordid purfuits, and which have 
brought the thing itfelf into difgrace and 
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contempt. You will, on the contrary, find 
full employment in cultivating and bringing 
to maturity the good feed that has already 
begun to fpring up in your heart, and will be 
continually acquiring greater ftrength of mind, 
greater firmnefs of principle, greater unifor- 
mity of practice. Having already made your- 
felf acquainted with God, you will feel your* 
felf no ftranger in his prefence, but will, with 
humble confidence, commit yourfelf, and all 
your concerns, to his gracious guidance and 
protedtion. You will have leifure to improve 
your intercourfe with him by frequent prayer, 
and to contemplate his power, his wifdom, his 
goodnefs, in his aftonifhing works of creation 
and redemption, in his providential care of the 
univerfe ; in his daily mercies to yourfelf in 
particular. 

By meditations fuch as thefe, you will find 
an ardent love of God kindling in your foul. 
Your mind will gradually detach itfelf from 
the prefent fcene, and raife itfelf to Heaven 
and heavenly things. Your paflions will be- 
come every day more tranquil and compofed ; 
yonr affections more fpiritual and refined; 
your thoughts more elevated ; your profpe&s 

more 
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more noble and exhilarating : and the peace, 
the comfort, the delight, you will experience 
in a retirement fuch as this, can only be ex- 
ceeded by thofe pure, celeftial joys .hereafter, 
to which they will be a prelude and an intro- 
duction. f 

U 



A a 3 SERMON 



I t s 



( 359 ) 



SERMON XVIL 



Proverbs iii. 27. 

WITHHOLD NOT GOOD FROM THEM TO 
WHOM IT IS DUE, WHEN IT IS IN THE 
POWER OF THINE HAND TO DO IT. 

WH E N we refledt on' that general turn 
to a<5ts of charity and humanity which 
is fo obfe^vable in this country, it may per- 
haps appear perfe&ly needlefs to recommend 
to our hearers the injun&ion contained in die 
text. If they are fo well difpofed, as it fhould 
feem they are, to do good, to what purpofe 
are they exhorted not to withhold it from them 
to whom it is due ? And* indeed, if there was 
no other way of doing good but that of re- 
lieving the indigent, there would not often, 
it muft be owned, be much occafion to urga 
the pra&ice of this duty. But we muft not 
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flatter ourfelves, that when we have diftributed 
to the neceflitous all the wealth we can fpare, 
we have done everything that the love of our 
neighbour requires at our hands. At the beft t 
we have only performed one part, and that a 
fmall part, of the great, the royal law*, (as 
it is called) of Christian charity, which 
involves a great variety of moft important and 
ufeful a&s of kindnefs to our fellow-creatures. 
Several of thefe, though extremely eafy and ob- 
vious, are for that very reafon, perhaps, apt to 
be overlooked. Some of them, therefore, I 
{hall beg leave, at prefent, to fuggeft to your 
thoughts, from whence the two following 
gopd confequences, among others, may arife. 
The great and the wealthy will fee, that to be 
truly benevolent, fomething more is necefTary 
than liberality to the poor. And they who 
are in a humbler ftation of life, and who on 
that account are apt to lament their inability 
to do good, will find that there aye many roads 
to beneficence ftill open to them; afld that 
fcarce any one, however low or indigent, can 
want opportunities of doing goodj, if he will 
but honeftly make ufe of them. 

• Jpnes ii. $, i 
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J. Firft, then, there is a negative kind of 
benevolence, which it is moft certainly in every 
plan's power to exercife if he pleafes; and that 

is, ABSTINENCE FROM MISCHIEF. As the 

firft ftep towards wifdom is to avoid error, and 
towards happinefs to feel no pain, fo the firft 
gdyanpe towards benevolence is to do no 
barm* It may feern, perhaps, a great impro- 
priety of expreffion to dignify this with the 
name of benevolence. But if benevolence, 
confifts, as it certainly does, in contributing to 
the cpmfort and happinefs of our fellow-crea- 
tures, there is not any one z@t of humanity that 
\yill operate lb effectually an4 extenfively Xf> 
this end, as refraining from, every thing that 
can offend, diftrefs, or injure ptfcers, £y far 
the greateft part of the rnifery we fee }n th§ 
world, arifes not fp nujgh from pmitting adt§ of 
kindnefs, as from committing a&s of unkind-, 
nef? $nd cruelty $ and were all thefe to ceafe 
at once, the effect prj the general happinefs of 
mankind would be fpmewhat fimilar to that 
ipexprefljble comfort we experience in our* 
felvcs on the removal of fome violent pain f 
Think only what infinite mifchief arifes from, 
peeyifl^nefs, ill-nature, and pride j from do- 
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tra&ion, falfehood/deceit, and treachery ; from 
fraud and oppreffion ; from envy, hatred, 
ariger, luft, ambition, revenge, and the whole 
infernal family of malevolent paffions. An- 
nihilate all the evils that ariie from thefc 
fources, and this world would be a paradife. 
Every other kind of charity would be almoft 
unneceflary. For it is the chief bufinefs of 
human compaffion, to heal thofe wounds 

i 

which human' malignity is conftantly in- 
flicting. How much, then, is it to be la- 
mented, that this moft important branch of 
charity is not more attended to, than it feems 
to be ! There is no one charafter in the 
world, which men are in general fo ambi- 
tious of having afcribed to them, as that of 
good -nature and benevolence. With fome 
(effpecially thofe that rejedt K Chriftianity, but 
profefs themfelves friends to virtue) this is 
deertied not merely the firft of human duties, 
but the only one worth their notice ; the one 
thing needful, the fum and fubftance of all 
morality and religion. One fhould naturally 
fuppofe, therefore, that this virtue at leaft, 
this favourite and fofhionable virtue, would be 
perfe&ly well uiiderftood and pra&ifed, and 
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every the miriuteft branch of it moft aflidu- 
joufly cultivated and improved. But how far 
this is from being the cafe, is but too appa- 
rent. The common pretence to it is feldom 
any thing more than a little conftitutional 
caiinefs of temper, a fociability of difpoiition, 
and a thoughtlefs, indifcriminate, perhaps even 
pernicious liberality. On thefe grounds do 
great numbers fancy themfelves the kindeft, 
the gentleft, the moft benevolent of human 
beings. And yet, at the fame time, thefe 
x men of benevolence will not fcruple, perhaps, 
where their own intereft is concerned, to op- 
press and harafs their inferiors without the 
kaft feelings of compaffion or remorfe, to in- 
yade their cleareft rights, disregard their moft 
equitable claims, diftrefs them with expenfive 
arid tedious litigations, and crufh them with 
the weight of their wealth and power. If 
envy or ambition, if prejudice or party, if 

r • 

fpieen or refentment, inflame their minds, 
they will fay fometimes the bittereft and the 
cruellcft things of thofe whom they happen to 
diflike, will calumniate the faireft.and moft un- 
blemifhed characters, will mifreprefent thebeft 
jntentioned actions and defigns, and give way : 

1 ' tQ 
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to fuch a vehemence of temper and conduct 
as is utterly inconfiftent with all true bene- 
volence. If fofter pafllons take pofleffion of 
them, thefe they will often indulge to the 
very utmoft, let what will be the confequence, 
let who will be the fufferer. The dignity of 
virtuous innocence, the peace and comfort of 
families, the tics of friendfhip, the laws of hof- 
pitality, the fan&ity of plighted vows, the 
happinefs of thofe whom they are bound by 
the moft folemn engagements to cheriih and to 
protedt, all thefe, and a thoufand other no lefs 
facred obligations, are trifles to them, are 
brufhed&way like the morning dew, when they 
ftand in the way of their defires ; and multi- 
tudes muft be made wretched for ever,. that 
jhey may be triumphant for one moment. And 
yet, if the ilighteft injury or infult be offered 
to themfelves, they take fire in an inftant; 
they purfue the offender with inextinguifh- 
able fury and rancour, and, whilft they are 
violating every hour the maxims of true ho- 
nour, will facrifice to notions of falfe ho- 
nour the life of the deareft friend they have 
in the world. Let not thefe, let not any fuch 
as the|e ? ever pretend to talk of humanity or 

benevolence. 
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benevolence. They arc ignorant of Its firft 
principles, and have the very rudiments of 
true Chriftian charity yet to learn. Though 
to fome perfons, and on fome occasions, they 
may perhaps be generous and kind* yet if 
they are diflblute, oppreflive, implacable, vin- 
dictive, the mifery they occafion by thefe vices 
will infinitely outweigh all the good they do 
in other inftances, and juftly denominate them 
hard-hearted and inhuman. 

II. The very firft duty, then, of the bene- 
volent man, is to do harm to no one. Then 
let him go on to do good to as many as he 
can.' And he may do good to more perfons, 
and in more cafes, than he is perhaps aware 
of. What numberlefs opportunities, for in- 
fiance, are there of making others happy in 
the daily commerce of life (efpecially in its 
neareft and tendereft connections) by an eafy, 
affable, cpndefcending, gentle, encouraging be- 
haviour and converfation.' We may fay and 
do the moft trivial things, in fuch a manner as 
to give almoft as much pleafure to thofe with 
whom we conftantly live and converfe, as we 
could do. by the moft fubflantial a£ts of kind- 
nefs. And let not this be thought unworthy 
9 the 
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the attention of a Chriftian affembly. Scrips 
ture itfelf commands us to be courteous*, and 
the manners of our blefted Lord were not only 
mild and gentle, but graceful and captivating. 
This was the natural refult of his unbounded 
benevolence, which is indeed the heft, the 
only fure and folid foundation of true urba- 
nity. Without real, undiiTembled good- will 
to others, either from principle or conftitution, 
thete can be no fuch thing as a conftant de-« 
fire to pleafe ; and without fuch a defire al- 
ways prefcnt to our minds, it is impoffible wa 
Jhould pleafe. Whoever, therefore, wifhes to 
render himfelf univerfally beloved and admir- 
ed, muft not merely feem benevolent j he muft 
be really fo. When once he is, every thing 
elfe will generally follow of courfe, without 
difficulty, without effort, without the leaft 
occafion for art, difguife, or management f* 
When all is goodnefs within, all muft be gra- 
cious and engaging without. When there is 
a fountain of genuine kindnefs in the foul, it 
will naturally and fpontaneoufly diffufe itfelf 
to every the minuteft part of our behaviour. 

* 1 Pet. iii. 8. 

f Such as we fee recommended in the letters of a late noble 
Sari to his fon. 

III. They 
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IIL They who have had much experience 
in the world, may be of infinite ufe to thofe 
who have had but little, by giving them wife, 
and feafonable, and falutary advice ; by recti- 
fying their crude, miftaken notions of men and 
things ; by inftru&ing them in the real value 
of the bleflings and the evils both of this life 
and the next ; by pointing out to them the 
road they are to take, the objects they are )to 
purfue ; by guarding them againfl: thofe hafty 
friendfhips, and ruinous connections, which 
they are but too apt to form ; by teaching 
them, in fine, to diftinguifh properly between 
trivial, fhowy, fuperficial accomplishments, and 
thofe folid, fubftantial attainments, both intel- 
lectual, moral, and religious, which ought 
to engage the chief attention of a rational 
and immortal being. This world is a wide 
and turbulent ocean, full of rocks and fhoals ; 
and there cannot be a kinder or more ufeful 
thing than to furnifh thofe who are ready to 
launch o\it upon it with a proper chart and 
compafs to direct their courfe. There are 
few perfons who have not, in fome part of 
their lives, abundant opportunities of exer- 
cifing. their benevolence and good-nature, in 
this way, towards the thoughtlefs and inex- 
perienced. 
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perienced. And they muft have little feet* 
ing, indeed* who can fee a poor giddy wretch 
running headlong down a precipice, without 
ftretching out a friendly hand to fnatch him 
from deftrudtion. 

IV. But if we are afraid of being thought 
meddling and officious, and of provoking en* 
mity, where friendship only was meant, there ii 
another method of inftrufting and benefiting 
others, which cannot poflibly give offence) 
and that is, A good example* A regular, 
virtuous, religious life, befides all the good it 
does in other refpedts, is a conftant leflbn of 
morality to all around us. It is a filent, infi- 
nuating kind of advice, which fteals unobferved 
into the mind $ and its operations, though im- 
perceptible, are commonly moft effectual* 
Living under the influence of a bright ex- 
ample is to the foul, what breathing a pure? 
and wholefome air is to the body. We find 
ourfelves mended and improved and invigo-- 
rated by both, without aay fenfible impreffion 
made upon us, without perceiving how the 
happy change is brought about. When peo* 
pie offer us advice in form, it feems to argue a 
kind of fuperiority which fometimes pique$ : 

and 
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ftftii offends "us* We are apt to kt ourfelves, 
out of mere pride> to fence and fight againfl 
it, and can fcarce ever be ingenuous enough 
to own ourfelves in the Wrong when any one 
prefwnes to tell us that we ate fo ? But we 
cannot poflibly be angry at a man for taking 

• care of his owii condu&i for going on in the 
right road himfelf, and leaving us to follow 
him or not, as we think fit. When virtue is 
thus made vifible in human form* its charms 
6re too powerful to be refiftedt Inftead of 
applying to the liiide'rftanding* it makes its Way 
direftly to the heart ; L and When that 16 once 
gained over, all difficulty ife at an end; Here, 
then, is a way of doing, good, which is equally 
in the power of the greateft man and the 
meaneft. He has nothing to do but to go 
quietly on in the path of duty, and he will be 
followed by multitudes* on whom neither ar- 
gument, nor perfuafion, would ever make the 
fiighteft impniffion* 

But though every ohe taay thus make his 

- light (hine moft ufefully before men, yet the 
higher this light is placed, the wider will be 

* its fphere, and the more extenfive its influence. 
Vol; II, Jb \ They 
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*^ , They, therefore, who by their birth, their 
ftation, their power, their wealth, their pro- 
feffion, their abiljtiea, are fet, as it were, upon 
an eminence, and held up to the obfervation 
of the world/ are mo*e efpecially bound to take 
heed to their ways, fince the good or the harm 
they xriay do by thejir condudtis inconceivable. 
\ It is very well known, that the lower orders of 

- men almoft conffantly take the caft and colour 
of their liyes from thofe above them. The 
manners of .the people, therefore, are to a great 

* degree in the hands of their fuperiors, and may 
be moulded by them into whatever form they 
pleafe. What a noble opportunity of doing 
. good does this . afford to thofe fuperiors I An 
l opportunity which, to every man of benevo- 
( kriae,. of public fpirit, nay, even of any honeft 
i ambition, mud be fuch a temptation to right 

- conduct, as one would think it impoflible 
;. for him to withftand. What a fair and ob- 

vious path to reputation .and applaufe is here 
: marked out to the upper part of the world ! 
: How e^fy is it for them to merit, and to ob* 
l fain,, a place amongft the mqft diflinguiihed 
. friends and iencfa&ors of mankind, merely by 
\lfoiftg as they ought; by being as eminently 

good, 
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good* as they are eminently great. There are* 
it muft he confefled, numbers who are really 
fo ; and were tKofe numbers to enCreaie in the 
proportion they might arid ought* we fhbuld 
foon fee the infinite utility of fuch examples* 
It is an experiment that well deferves to be 
tried in its utmoft extent, and the reward 
would amply repay the labour. For furely 
there is no gratification that wealth or power 
cahbeftow* equal to the feelings which they 
muft have, who fee multitudes of their fellow- 
creatures growing every day better and hap-' 
pier under itieir hands. It can be exceeded 
only by the unipeakable joy they will expc- 
tienceiereaftef,when they perceive themfelves 
furrounded ixi th6 realms of light by thofe who « 
have been brought there principally by their 

* * 

mean; ; whofe gratefiil tranfports will over- 
whelm them with delight, and for whofe vir- 
tues they will be rewarded as well as for their 
own. 

\ f 'i . Another very eafy and unexpenfive m%- 

thod of being ferviceable to others is, by vin- 

• * 

4icating the characters of thofe that have been 
unjuftly defamed and traduced. If the injured 

perfqos are Grangers to us, it is generous and 

- * » • » » • « . 

■Bb a nobis 
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' noble to ftand up in their defence. If thty ate 
our friends, we are bound v by 'the moft focred 

. tie? to repel the infults offered~to "tKeir good 
name. If they are fet in authority over us, 

" it is our duty torefcue tliem'froin the obloquy 
which we know they do ~ hot ''merit. In all 
thefe refpedts we have, itmuft be owned* at 
prefent, an ample field for^. our "benevolence 
to work in. With opportunities ofdoihg good 
in this way, we are, indeed, moft liberally fur- 
nished by the licence and malevolence of the 

, age. For Airely it is doing it no irijuftice to 
fay, that one of its moft diftijiguifKing features 
is an intemperance in calumny , an indiscrimi- 
nate wantonnefs of defamation^' of which no 
other country, no other period even in this 
country, furnifhes any example. It^becomts, 
then, every friend to humanity, or evert to com- 
mon juftice, to fet himfelf* with the ufmoft 
earneftnefs againft this moft unchriftian fury of 
detraction. He can hardly do a. greater kind- 
nefs to individuals, or a moreTubftahtial fer- 

r 

vice to the public, than by difcouraging J ahd 
* reprefling to the litmoft eveiy groundlefs' gil- 
der, every unmerited reproach, let who \*rkii)e 
- the 6bje<ft, whether "m^ theP^igHdft 'employ- 
orients or the moft private ftations of life. 

VI. But 
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VL But thqugh in. the&and inany. other 
inftances, that might be mentioned, we may do 
mpft - eflential . fervice to our fellow-creatures, 
yet ..they, who have the ftrongeft clairn on our. 
benevolence are L und(?ubtedly the, afflidted and r 
djftreffed. To thefe, when .pecuniary relief i$, 
all they want, it (hould certainly be admini-.. 

ftered -in proportion to their neceffities, to our 

... ■ * __ . .». 

circumftances. and the right they have to ex- 
pjedt affiftance frpm us. But . it frequently 
happens, that the kindnefs they ftand in need, 
of is of a ysry different nature, Spmetimes , 
they require nothing more than a little, fup- , 
port and coun$ep^npe againft . fome petty ty- . 
rant, that " devifeth mifchief continually *.!\ 
Spmetimes they foave undeferyedly loft the af- . 
fedtions of their beft friend, whom they wi(h 
to regain. Sometimes theyfcek in vain ad- 
miffion to tjbofe who can alone effectually af- . 
fift them. ..Sometimes a load of grief lies „ 
heavy on their minds, which calls for fomc . 
compaffionate Mhd . to lighten or remove it, . 
by con£blation ? by advice, by encouragement^, 
by fyn^pathy apd condolence, by every tender 
care, every footing $xpreffion that humanity . 

* Proverbs vi. 14. 

B b 3 can 
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can di&ate. In all thefe cafes, and a mulr 
titude of others that might be mentionedj 
true benevolence will accommodate itfelf to 
the various diftrefles that fall in its way; 
will, with a verfatility truly admirable, " be- 

V corne all things to all men," and affume as 
niany different fliapes as there are modes of 
niiftry in the world. It will compofe the 
differences of friends; ifwill arreft the violence 
of enemies; it will bring back the Ungrateful 
child to afenfe of his duty, the offended pa r 
rent to the feelings of affedticm ; " it will vifit 

V the fkthertefs and widows in thfeir affii&ion: 
" it ' will rejoice with them that rejoice, arid 
" weep with them that weep/* it will pro- 
tect the helplefs and the we£k ; will exert its 
influence, will exhauft its powers in redreffing 
their injuries^ and vindicating their rights; it 
will facilitate their acqefs to the feats of juftice; 
it' Will knock for them at the doors of the' 
gfeat ; it * will ntife them up friends, where 
they could never have thought Of looking for ' 
them ; it will be - as Aaron wis to Mofes, 
" -\ mouth to thefai * ;" it will fpeak thofe 
W&nts which they are unable to reprefeht, and 

* f Ex. iv. 1 6. 

v ->: r - c : plead 
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plead for them with an eloquence which no- 
thing can refill. The man of charity, in Hiprt, 
will not merely content himrfelf with giving 
alms ; he will give what people are often more 
unwilling to give, his attention, his thoughts, 
his care, his friendship, his protection. Thefe 
are fo many internments of beneficence that 
God pute into ojir hands for the benefit of 
others. Thefe were intended to fupply the 
place of wealth ? aoid will, in many cafes, re- 
lieve diftrefles which wealth cannot reach. 

To enter into a minute detailof all the va-* 
rious ways in which we may benefit mankind 
would be endlefs, and, indeed, in a great mea- 
fare needlefs. For whoever is ppflefled with a 
fincere defire to do good, will have no occa-* 
fion for a monitor to fuggeft to him when and 
where he fliall exert it. He will be no lefs 
quick in difcerning, . than eager in embracing 
every opportunity of exercifing his benevo- 
lence. I fhall therefore content myfelf with 
mentioning, in conclufion, only one more way 
of manifefting our good will to mankind ; 
which is in a very high degree important and 
heneficiaL; which lies jl$ much within the 
/each of the loweft as the higheft ; and which 

B b 4 ' yet 
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yet both high and low arc, 1 f?ar, but toQ 
apt to negleft;. I mcan f \REC<?M l MENDiN ( Q 

OUR BRETHREN TO Goj> XIJ PR^YE*, 

Let not the Philofopher fmile at this ! It i$ 
not to him I fpeak. He, I know, is infinitely 
above the meannefs of paying any homagp 
to the great Creator and Qpvernor of the 
world. He difdains . to pray evei> fbr r hia 
own welfare j how, then, ftiould he ever thinfe 
of imploring blefling? upon others ? How 
can he be expe&ed to Jove, his neighbour 
better than hitnfelf ! He laughs a^jthe idea 
of a particular providence, whi^h regulates 
the piinuteft mpvements both pf the n>ty-r 
ral and the moral world, an^i ponfequently 
looks on prayer as the idle {I an 4 moft ufeleis 
employment \q which a human creature can 
be engaged. JLet qs leave him, then, to the 
enjoyment of that comfortable ftate of which 
he has made choice ; turned adrift (as he muil 
fuppofe himfelf) into a wide world, ^nd aban- 
doned to the caprice of chance and fortune^ 
without protestor, guide, or comforter \ with- 
out any Almighty Friend Xf> apply to for, him- 
fel£ or thofe he holds moft dear, when cxpofed 
to dangers, or involved in calamines* where all 



• 1 
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Juunfeixbfclp h : vajn* Here, I fay, let :us lea#& 
Iwtix^ and; Jet .us deyputly thank Gocbthatw* 
au&tpot Ph^lofopher^ ket us thank> Gad that 
ouh belief p£ (his mpft -important doctrine ofi 
a: particqla* providence is founded,- not on.th^ 
^bw^fubtk^sc^huma^n feience, Jbut on that 
|biki y immoveable rack, the Go{pel of ChrifL ' 
tCherSeripUjre: informs: u5,Jthat be who firftt 
chafed* the worldviHlltcdntinues to preferve.it f 
tbatfoeis !f. about our- path and about, our bed,' 
« -aad fpieth out all aus ways * j" that > " with- 
^oat his.knQ^ledge not H fparrowiails. t(? the: 
^ *ground;dnd *tKatthe^ery:hairs of our headairoi 
* € alkn ajnbered -f\" • To this gracious an4 Al« 
mighty Being wc .ace. commanded to pray,; 
and that; not only foe ourfdyes butfbr others, 
0o± .'/^^PjfayoirefcGraiiother/Lfays Si, Jam.es.> 
Ler^fupplicatiDn^ tprayers, iriterceffions > anck 
giving; of thiinks;the'niferie-;£br: all men if.'* 
"Seek the peace of r the v city where; you. live, '. 
m ahdi pray unto the Lt>k1 i for/it ||."> What a, 
- pleafing, what a fpaciou&.field of. benevolence, 
is' he*e^ opened to . the Chriifcian, from which 
the unbeliever (who yet, of all others, boafts 

* Pfalm exxxix. 3. f Matthew x. 29, 30. 

J 1 Timothy ii. j. || Jeremiah xxjx, 7, 

§ . the 
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the moft of his benevolence) abfolutely fliuts 

himfelf out, • We think it a flrong mark of 

• m 

our regard, to recommend thofe we love to 
fome great and powerful friend, who is. able 
to fupport and advance them in the world. 
But what earthly fupport or prote&ion is to 
be compared to his, who has all the powers of 
nature, and all the events b£ futurity, at his 
command, who has the hearts of all men in 
his hand, and u turneth them whitherfbever 
'* he will*/' What a privilege, what an ho- 
nour, what an indulgence is it, that we are 
a/lowed to commit thofe we. love to his care 
and guardian (hip ; and that we can do it with* 
out raifing up a rival in his affe&ions ! In the 
arms of his mercy there is room for all. He 
can embrace in them, at once, the whole 
race of mankind ; and the more we intercede 
fn our prayers for others, the furer. are we of 
his kindnefs to otirfelves. .To him we fcl- 
dom fail to have recourfe in our own dif- 
trefs. There are cafes in which we fly to 
him by a kind of inftin&ive impulfe ; in which 
without the utmoft violence, we cannot re^ 
Jirain purfelves from prayer. . If then we have 
any real good will to our fellow-creatures, 

• Prov. xxi. i. 
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we fhall implore the lame mercies, arid wittr 
the fame earneftnefs, for therh that we do for 
ourfelves. If we have any love tot our coun- 
try, we (hall not fail to give it a place in • our 
devotions, and to pray moil ardently for the 
profperity and liability of our Jerufalem. 

in what manner our prayers can be granted, 
pr by what means God can avert calamity from 
thofc we recommend to his protedtion, without 
doing violence to what is called the ordinary 
courfe of nature, it is no concern of ours to en- 
^juire^ If God has commanded us io pray for * 
others, it is our bufinefs not°t6^philofophi», :: 
but to obey. ' Let us give ourfelveS no 'trouble * 
about the courfe of nature. It isptrfedly fafe J 
in the hands of its divine Author. There may - 
be ho difficulties to Omnipotence, whfere we 
fednbthing but impoffibilitie?. Let us leave 1 
God to manage his own worldi and perform 
his jpromifes, as he certainly will, in his own 
way. All we have to do is, to make a faith- 
fill ufe of that valuable privilege of inter- 
cession, which he has gracioufly allowed us 
for the benefit of our fellow-creatures ; The 
nioft indigent man- ttiay fay to his neighbour, 
a? Stf Peter did to the cripple < at the gate of 

the 
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Lwill try to move. h^av^nJui: yQUf^Eftur* 
This puts^. it iqto th^ power of : tf^u^i^t 
rnemberx>f fociety, if he is b^rdigiou&'and^- 
vout, to be.a& : c^ntially uf^folj both to;ity4i.yi- , 
dualsand to the community, as thofe tha^iy i-tlje. 
higheft and rooft a&iye ftatioos of -life. From 
the dqep^f^/f9Utude ? and frcan the hjjpfeieft, 
c^ Jiis r pf4y^s,wy reach the throne .of God; 
may ^h^ref^c^oj^of ^xhpfe:celeftki;f^r]qgs. 
t^a,t : fetjt}ap >Y9fW, W motiop. r jnay he raippng . 
the, repjfqpf . $at induce, the. Almighty, jp jgiye . 
a, new4u#n]to the great whef l&pf the _unjv£r£e f . 
and to reftue individuals, faoxiliep, and etpjftffh 
from deftmdtion* Improbable,, and even xidi-r. 
qilous, as this may ieem. tQ the, profoun^rea- » 
foners of this worlds the Secures, both of the 
Old and New, Teftament > „are , full of the., 
powerf u\ pf^valence and aftonifliing effe#$ : qf 
waver ; and unkfs we abiblutejv r^npimce.all 
faith in the Gofpel, and all confidence in the 
promifes of Cbrift, we muft.admit the trutf* 
of this do&rine ; we muft acknowledge, that 

• Adb iii, 6. 

" th« 
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< « riah^eftHef f6t 4ttrtrteIFi» or : for : othcre, 

''« b avaafe£it ffi&fe r »y n7 '^"^ -• •■• < ; : 

H:o tjS ( fe^e^ , fi««^Cffiffl&jj Amoved 

"b/tfifc ^Viil'o'; ^he^hiftV the Wtths of 

'"fh'e 1 &8&er; : $ea£fily and refofatdjrpiirjfevere 

^irt'tliat moft behevofeht office of i^f ercexI- 

' l ng for ill" mankind. Let him befeech the 

great Sovereign of the Univerfe to enlighten 

the ignorant, to ftrengthen the weak, to con* 

firm the doubtful, to convert the infidel, to 

reclaim the profligate, to foften the unmerci- 

ful, to reftrain the violent and vindictive, td 

redrefs the injured and opprefled, to protedi the 

innocent; tp reconcile the interefts and calm 

the paflions of contending individuals and 

hoftile nations; to avert from this hitherto fa* 

voured land thofe bitter evils with which other 

countries are now fb cruelly defolated and 

i 

overwhelmed \ to dire<3: the councils and 
profper the juft defigns of thofe whom Provi* 
dence has fet over us ; to unite the hearts of 
thofe they govern, as the heart of one man, in 
fentiments of Chriftian charity, and conftitu* 
tional obedience* Let him implore, in fine, 

• James v. 16. 

(at 
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(as he naturally will) the peculiar bleffing of 
the Almighty oh thoie he Ijoldf mod dear; 
that, as our Liturgy very/ublimcly expiefles 
it, " through his mod mighty protection, both 
here and ever, they may he preferved both irt 
/body and foul; and that he. being their ruler 
and guide, they may fo pafs through thing* 
temporal as finally to lofe not the things that 
are eternal." 
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Lately pui/ified, by the fame Author. 

* . > ■ 

I. Sermons on feveral Subje&s, Vol. I. 7th Edition. 

i. A Letter to the Clergy of London arid Weftminfter. 

3. A Charge to the Clergy of the Diocefe of London, 
2d Edition. 

The Firft fold by Cadell and Payne; the Two laft by 
Rivingtons, St. Paul's Church-yard, 
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